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“For Peter’s Sake”...

A SWEET DREAM ON HBO

ith the simple decision to provide an

advanced screening for members of

diverse lesbian/gay community

organizations, the lesbian/gay press and main-

stream press, HBO showed its progressive and

sensitive attitude regarding its broadcast on June 22,24
and 25 of “For Peter’s Sake.”

Appearing as an episode

of the comedy series

“Dream On,” “For Peter’s

Sake" deals with the media

exploitation of AIDS by following the ups
and downs of a New York book editor,
Martin Tupper (Brian Benben), charged

: with developing an AIDS memoir for

Christmas release. Tupper signs an HIV-

: positive gay writer, Peter (David
¢ Clennon), to write the book, and thus
¢+ starts his own odyssey towards under-

standing and acceptance.
Additional credit goes to HBO for holding
a question-and-answer period following
the screening. If you managed to see this
sensitive episode, please let HBO know
whether you enjoyed it. Write: David
Crane and Marta Kauffman, HBO
Independent Productions, Co-Executive
Producers and writers of the series,
Home Box Office, 2049 Century Park
East, Suite 4100, Los Angeles 90067.

Wells Fargo, Bank of America &
Levi Strauss...

CALIFORNIA
CORPORATIONS HELP
FIGHT HOMOPHOBIA

Three large California corporations have
taken positive steps to help focus atten-
tion on the homophobic policies of the
Boy Scouts of America. The Western
Regional director of the Boy Scouts held a
news conference in San Francisco to decry
the decisions of (Continued on Pg.9)
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“Gay Art to Be Covered Up for Show.”

by Jehan Agrama

Los Alamitos- A Los Alamitos high school
student has been forbidden to exhibit her
painting, an abstract work that depicts two
nude women embracing, in a senior class art
show. Letitia Houston, a senior at Orange
County High School for the Arts, says that the
work addresses her homosexuality. But a
school official said that she must entirely
drape the painting with a cloth.

Los Angeles Times, Friday, May 22,1992. Page A3.

Friday, May 22

8:00 am...Sass Nielsen (Women’s Caucus
member and past Board member) calls
me. Have I read the paper? The article on
A3. We cannot believe it and decide to

fact sheet with phone/fax numbers of the
schools involved, professors names, and
directions for the 6:30 pm protest is creat-
ed for the office phone calls both outgoing
and incoming,.

11:00 am...We are still trying to contact
the school. Now we find out all the pro-
fessors involved are in a conference. The
woman who answers the phone has
begun to tell callers that the Times article
was full of misinformation. She says that
the art work was turned down because it
was late and had nothing to do with the
painter’s theme of “struggle with
Catholicism.” (Hello! Anyone home!!!) A

put in calls to the Times
writer. We get the phone
numbers of the high
school and gallery where
the art show will be held.

9:00 am...The GLAAD
hotline, (213) 931-9429,
has been called with all
the pertinent information
regarding the article. I
have spoken to Chris
Fowler (GLAAD E.D.)

call to the Times reporter,
who is writing a follow
up, reconfirms, per her
article, that three other
students  submitted
unfinished -paintings. We
are quoted and discuss
homosexuality and the
“struggle with
Catholicism” as being
part of the same theme.
Letitia said it best herself
in a written statement

and he has started to Co-President Jehan Agrama. which appears with the

draft a press release. My

lover sends a telegram from both of us to
Letitia Houston, c/o Rancho Santiago Art
Gallery, Santa Ana: “We are very proud
of you. Keep standing up for your beliefs
and don’t let anyone shroud who you
are.ll

10:00 am...We have spoken to the Times
reporter. The school has received our calls
but no one is available to speak with us.
Numerous calls have been made to the
gallery. Sass, Chris and I conference call.
Sass will lead a protest at the gallery in
Santa Ana at 6:30 tonight. It is the only
night the artwork is showing and Chris
and I are leaving town in a few hours. We
break up the work calling lesbian/gay
organizations, contacting other organiza-
tions who are members in our freedom of
expression and minority image coalitions.
We want a diverse group to show its sup-
port for this courageous young woman.
Our phone tree is activated and the
office starts making calls to members. A

painting: “I don’t want to
live with the fear of going to hell because
of loving another woman.” (Oh, did I
mention that the school requested she
reword her statement, changing “another
woman” to “another person.”)

Since the school administration will not
take a call, a letter from GLAAD is draft-
ed and faxed to the high school’s
Executive Director. We urge him to call us
to discuss our concern. More phone calls
back and forth advising GLAAD Board
members and members at large. We con-
tinue receiving, giving information from
activists and following up on leads to get
someone down there to give us some
assistance.

12:00 pm...We send out a press release
about our outrage and dismay with an
educational institution blocking an artist’s
freedom of expression. We also announce
our coalition protest at the Santa Ana
gallery. We learn that Orange County and
L.A.ACT UP and  (Continued on Pg.8)



KCBS-TV Takes
the Lead

KCBS-TV (Ch. 2) participated in the
1992 Christopher Street West Gay and
Lesbian Pride Parade in Los Angeles on
June 28. This marked the first time that a
Los Angeles television station participat-
ed. KCBS-TV’s entry was their CamVan: a
float in the shape of a mini cam. Among
those riding on the float were
anchor/reporter Penny Griego, Judd
Mcllvain (Troubleshooter) and entertain-
ment reporter Steve Kmetko.

KCBS-TV was also the first and only
television station in Los Angeles to host a
section of the AIDS Memorial Quilt at
their Columbia Square studios.
Employees also made a panel “In
Memory of Our Friends” to be included
in the Quilt. KCBS-TV Community Affairs
Department employee and GLAAD mem-
ber Rolando Lira has coordinated his sta-
tion’s participation in the parade, the
making of the panel and the displaying of
the Quilt. Bravo Rolando! Bravo KCBS-
TV! Write: Steve Gigliotti, V.P. General
Manager and Joe Dyer, Director
Community Affairs, KCBS-TV, 6121
Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles-90028.

“Portrait of a Marriage”

Divorced from Historical Accuracy
and Artistic Integrity

Anyone who saw the wonderful British
TV series, “Portrait of a Marriage,” at the
Los Angeles International Gay & Lesbian
Film Festival last year, will be concerned
to learn that cuts have been made by the
WGBH Foundation in Boston, the series’
American co-sponsor, in preparing it for
broadcast on public television July 19.
(KCET-TV, Ch 28, “Masterpiece Theatre”)

Sources closely connected with the orig-
inal series told GLAAD/LA that the cuts
distort history of the real-life lesbian rela-
tionship between the famous British writ-
ers, Vita Sackville-West and Violet
Trefusis. The 34 minutes of cuts apparent-
ly transform “Portrait of a Marriage” into
something quite different from the origi-

nal drama made by the British
Broadcasting Company (BBC) in London.
This is contrary to WGBH’s statement that
the series was cut for reasons of pacing
alone.

GLAAD/LA was told that the WGBH
cuts follow a subtle line: scenes that sug-
gest the two women'’s lesbianism is inher-
ent, and scenes showing the relationship
as joyful and loving were removed. Also
cut was a childhood sequence which
highlighted the beginning of their affec-
tion for each other.

Despite two weeks of discussion with
officials of WGBH, the Public
Broadcasting Service (PBS) and BBC-
Lionheart, the BBC’s distributor in New
York, GLAAD was unable to persuade
these officials to confirm the nature of the
cuts. All three companies refused to make
the edited version available to GLAAD
for clarification. WGBH and PBS officials
told GLAAD that two tapes of “Portrait of
a Marriage” will be offered to the 337
member stations in the PBS networks -
one edited tape with all of the cuts, and
another tape which has been edited only
for nudity. -

The outcome was a GLAAD/USA press
release distributed June 3 by five GLAAD
chapters to media nationwide. The release
expressed concern that public broadcast-
ing is caving in to perceived pressures
from anti-gay and lesbian forces, in this
case misrepresenting the history of these
two famous lesbians.

We urge GLAAD members to write
WGBH and PBS. Ask them not to com-
promise the artistic integrity of public
television, which has presented ground-
breaking dramatic works. Recently, the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting
(CPB), which disburses federal funding to
public television stations, sought
GLAAD’s advice in planning more

diverse programming that includes gay -

and lesbian themes. Encourage PBS to
continue this inclusive vein with “Portrait
of a Marriage". Write: Rebecca Eaton,
Executive Producer, Masterpiece Theater
and Mystery Productions, WGBH
Educational Foundation, 125 Western
Avenue, Boston, MA 02134; Jennifer
Lawson, Executive Vice-President,
National Programming and Promotion,
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PBS, 1320 Braddock Place, Alexandria,
VA 22314; Donald E. Ledwig, President
and CEO, Corporation for Public
Broadcasting, 901 “E” Street, N.W,,
Washington, D.C. 20004.

“The Adjuster”—

Unobtrusive Inclusion

You can talk all you want about the real
meaning behind Atom Egoyan’s “The
Adjuster,” but there’s no missing the
straight forward and realistic portrayal of
a gay couple included as “ordinary peo-
ple” needing the help of this insurance
super-adjuster, Noah Render (Elias
Koteas). While the film benefits from its
surrealist approach to visual story telling
(arrows being shot out of a window into
an empty, unfinished tract development)
this does nothing to help us understand
the motivations of Noah. It seems Noah is
busy warehousing his clients at a local
motel, as they wait for their fire claims to
be processed, and includes sex as part of
his services. While this service is probably
not found in the small print of any of their
insurance policies, he ends up in bed with
his married and unmarried female clients
as well as with one of the attractive and
provocative gay men. All in a day’s work,
he would have us believe. To be com-
mended for this unobtrusive inclusion
would be: Atom Egoyan, Director, “The
Adjuster,” Orion Classics Release, c/o
Orion Pictures, 1888 Century Park East,
Los Angeles 90067.

Povich, Again

If there ever was someone who needed
to learn the difference between sensation-
alizing hate and ignorance and good
broadcast journalism, it’s Maury Povich.
A month after his show which should
have been called “Anita Bryant II: The
Heretic” was aired, Maury was at it again
trying to sensationalize and exploit the

generational differences between lesbians.
He almost shot himself in the foot. Not
one to leave any stereotypical stone
unturned, Povich first tried words like
butch vs. lipstick lesbians, and then

“innuendo by underwear,” Victoria’s
Secret vs. L.L. Bean, to incite and tittilate.
When that didn’t quite succeed, thanks to
supportive statements from the father of
one of his guests, he rolled out his big
gun, a Mr. Tommy Heaton. Povich intro-
duced Heaton as “...a man who...says
that Robin and Sandy are gay because
they haven’t found the right guy.”
Evidently reading cue cards isn’t Maury’s
strong suit either as Heaton corrected him
by saying, “I don’t think you can ever
take away what somebody is - if they're
lesbian then they’re lesbian...you’re not
going to change them.”

Mr. Povich seems to have the makings
of an affable host. That he goes off mark
with his interviews might mean he and
his staff could benefit from some sensitiv-
ity sessions. Comments may be sent to:
“Maury Povich Show,” Ms. Kari Sagin,
Executive Producer, 221 W. 26th Street,
New York, 10001.

“Gunning for Gays”...

Newsweek: Writing
with Inclusion

Continuing its move toward improving
the coverage afforded gay and lesbian
issues, Newsweek published two articles in
its June 1 issue containing accurate
appraisals and enlightened awareness.
“Gunning for Gays,” despite its exploitive
headline, was actually supportive of
including uncloseted homosexuals in
America’s armed forces. Citing opinion
polls indicating that a majority of
Americans disagree with the current poli-
cy of exclusion, Newsweek observed, “And
it is expensive keeping them out: govern-
ment reports show it costs tens of millions
of dollars every year to recruit, investi-
gate, dismiss and replace gay person-
nel...Until (the policy is changed), gays
and lesbians in the armed forces face a



painful choice between serving their
country and remaining true to them-
selves.”

“From Closet to Mainstream” was the
other article and discussed the increasing
willingness by advertisers to place ads in
gay publications. To encourage more
attention to issues of importance to help
America accept and understand its gay
and lesbian citizens, write: Richard
Smith, Editor in Chief, Newsweek, 444
Madison Avenue, New York 10022,

More Off-the-Court
Magic

Some of Magic Johnson’s comments
about gays, especially those made after he
announced his HIV status, were not up to
his usual level of insight and intelligence.
But Magic does much to redeem himself
with sensitive comments in his new book
What You Can Do to Avoid AIDS. The book
has been reprinted in installments in the
Los Angeles Times and it is replete with
accurate information and reader access-
ability. He speaks respectfully but firmly
to religious conservatives, explaining that
he won’t debate them on theological/bib-
lical issues. But he advises them that their
own children or other loved ones may be
gay (citing the accepted estimate that 10%
of the population is homosexual) and thus
particularly need accurate information
about HIV. Send your comments to:
Earvin “Magic” Johnson, c/o
Times/Random House Books, 201 E. 50th
Street, New York 10022; and Editor,
View Section, Los Angeles Times, Times-
Mirror Square, Los Angeles 90053.

Cooking Up Visibility

Much of GLAAD's work involves fight-
ing inaccurate and unbalanced portrayals
of lesbians and gay men in the media. We
also make efforts to praise honest images.
But perhaps no issue is as large as the one

of invisibility — being ignored in movies,
TV shows, articles, and books when the
topic is not directly gay-related. We
expect to see lesbians and gays included
in features about “teens in America,” for
example, or on TV shows when the issue
of the episode is not a gay one. We are
usually disappointed. However, as a good
example of this kind of inclusion, the Los
Angeles Times on May 21 profiled
GLAAD/LA members Terry
DeCrescenzo and Betty Berzon in the
Food section in a major feature about
favorite recipes. Terry’s Italian-influenced
cooking was discussed in a full-page arti-
cle along with Terry and Betty’s relation-
ship and activism in the lesbian and gay
communities. These are small but impor-
tant steps in our struggle to combat invisi-
bility. Would that we were included like
this more often in stories in the news sec-
tion and not always limited to the enter-
tainment and “lifestyle” sections. Let the
Times know how positive it is to see us
everywhere. Write: Los Angeles Times,
Times Mirror Square, Los Angeles 90053.

No Complaints to
Register Here

Certainly one of the most gay/lesbian-
positive print items of the year must be
the recent 8-page, full-sized “Close-Up”
section, “A Religion Revolution,” in the
Sunday, May 17 issue of the Orange
County Register. Devoted to how
America’s religious institutions are deal-
ing with gay and lesbian rights, the pull-
out section featured interviews with
openly gay and lesbian clerics and con-
gregants as well as national religious and
community figures. Background articles
on the history of religious hostility toward
gays produced the fascinating insight that
the early European church was compara-
tively tolerant toward gays and lesbians.
Rabid homophobia and general intoler-
ance toward gays and other minorities,

e.g. Jews and dissidents, became institu- -

tionalized during the 13th and 14th cen-
turies. A tradition that is giving way only

very slowly today. The net effect of this :
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in-depth coverage was to suggest that
thinking and fair-minded individuals
within religious institutions will, over
time, discard their prejudices.

That this insightful presentation
appeared in one of the most editorially
conservative newspapers in the country
gives new impetus to the continuing
effort to educate the American public.
This is an opportunity to encourage the
OCR to publish other excellent pieces of
journalism and to cite them for this
remarkable contribution. Write: Letters to
the Editor, Orange County Register, 625
N. Grand Avenue, Santa Ana, CA 92701.

PBS & CPB

Both insidious and overt attacks from
some Hitleresque conservatives against
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting
(CPB), which supports a significant por-
tion of the development costs for the
Public Broadcasting Service (PBS), are
continuing despite the recent
Congressional approval of $1.1 billion for
the years 1994-1996. Not content to be
purveyors of bias and hate, all in the
name of “balance” and “fairness,” these
self-serving bigots have been able to
include some potentially damaging
amendments to the funding measure
which would ban “indecent program-
ming” on all stations from 6:00 am to mid-
night. (Stations that go off the air at mid-
night may broadcast such material start-
ing at 10:00 pm.) In addition, the new bill
requires CPB to achieve “objectivity and
balance in programming of a controver-
sial nature.”

Donald Marbury, the head of CPB has
an admirable history of supporting gay
and lesbian inclusiveness. In a sourcebook
distributed to the public, Marbury made a
point of including sexual orientation as
one of the diversity criteria under the
CPB’s “...needs assessment procedures.”
He also played a major role in funding for
the American Playhouse production of
“Longtime Companion” which was
released commercially prior to its airing
on that forum. Support for the continued
progressive and inclusive policies of CPB

and PBS is critical and may take the form
of letters or telegrams to: Donald
Marbury, Director, Television Program

Fund, Corporation for Public
Broadcasting, 901 “E” Street, NE,
Washington, D.C. 20004.

“Why Do We Know
So Little About
Human Sexuality?”

The answer, according to Anne Fausto-
Sterling writing in the June issue of
Discover magazine, is that anti-gay politi-
cians have stopped ambitious sexual pro-
jects at every turn, thus depriving scien-
tists of up-to-date sexual data that could
be used to help fight the spread of AIDS.
The article chronicles the battles for grant
money and how Congresspersons Jesse
Helms and William Dannemeyer were
able to ax them by attacking the scientists
for pursuing a “homosexual agenda.”
Asking Discover to continue its updating
of the sexual information battles can only
be helpful. Write: Discover, 500 South
Buena Vista Street, Burbank, CA 91521.
July 7 is the deadline...

GLAAD/LA Seeks
Executive Director

The search for a new permanent
Executive Director (ED) for GLAAD/LA
is moving into high gear as the July 7
deadline for receiving resumes approach-
es. The new ED will take over the duties
beginning Sept. 1, 1992. Resume, salary
history and reference letters must be
received by-July 7, 1992. Send to: Search
Committee, GLAAD/LA, P.O. Box
931763, Hollywood 90093. All inquiries
and applications will be held in strict
confidence. GLAAD/LA is committed to
a policy of equal opportunity employ-
ment. Women and people of color are
encouraged to apply.



NEA Censorship Policy
Receives Setback

Saying that “artistic expression is at the
core of a democratic society,” Los Angeles
Federal District Judge A. Wallace
Tashima found a National Endowment
for the Arts (NEA) decency standard used
in the agency’s grant-making process to
be unconstitutional. Tashima’s 44-page
decision, the result of a suit brought by
four avant-garde performance artists,
called the NEA wording “vague” and that
the decency clause “sweeps before its
ambit speech and artistic expression
which is protected by the First
Amendment.” The suit was brought by
the so-called “NEA 4:” Los Angeles-based
artists Tim Miller and John Fleck, and
New York artists Holly Hughes and
Karen Finley. Tim Miller and John Fleck
are gay and Holly Hughes is a lesbian.
Marjorie Heins, director of the arts cen-
sorship project of the ACLU, called the
decision “of paramount significance.”
Said Ms. Heins, “The important thing
is...that the decency requirement which
applies to every grant decision...has been
struck down as overly vague. That means
it is no longer enforceable.” Let’s see of if
the current NEA acting chair, Anne-
Imelda Radice is listening. Write: Anne-
Imelda Radice, Acting Chairperson,
Room 250, National Endowment for the
Arts, 1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20506.

Project 21 Holds the
Line; Summer Battle

Looms

On May 28 the California Curriculum
Commission, which advises the state
Board of Education, approved health edu-
cation guidelines without deleting sex
education sections and the new, more
inclusive definition of “family.” Attacked
by some conservative groups claiming
that the new guidelines will promote gay
“lifestyles,” Rev. Lou Sheldon, chairman

of the Traditional Values Coalition, said,
“Parts of the document are totally unac-
ceptable because homosexuality is not
acceptable to present to young, impres-
sionable children and teen-agers as a
viable lifestyle.” The Commission retained
the section that says “...the term family is
applied now to many situations, including
households headed by partners of the
same sex.” The 94-page plan will be con-
sidered later this year by the Board of
Education where, it is generally agreed,
the biggest battle lies. Contact: Bill Honig,
Superintendent of Public Instruction,
State Department of Education, P.O. Box
944272, Sacramento, 94244-2770; (916) 445-
9016. :

The A B C’s of Pride

The Los Angeles Unified School District
has designated June as Gay and Lesbian
Pride Month as part of an effort to recog-
nize diversity and encourage discussion of
human relations issues in the classroom.
Board member Jeff Horton introduced the
resolution last month. This decision shows
support for lesbian/gay students and bol-
sters their self-esteem. It also begins to cre-
ate a much needed dialogue on the issues
of homophobia. Unfortunately, there is
already an onslaught against the school
district by outraged homophobes. We
urge everyone - - especially parents - -to
write or call their principals in support of
this. Please also send your letters of thanks
and encouragement to the Board members
who supported this very important move.
Write: Board members Barbara
Boudreaux, Jeff Horton, Julie Korenstein,
Leticia Quezada, Mark Slavkin and
Roberta Weintraub at 450 N. Grand Ave.,
Los Angeles 90012

Sony Celebrates Pride

Sony Pictures had its first Celebration of
Culture in honor of Gay and Lesbian Pride
on June 16. The event was a continuation
of the Celebration of Culture series. The
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evening, which was advertised studio
wide, began with a “California Chic”
wine reception. A photography exhibit of
the works of Dwora Fried and Wayne
Shimabukuro was shown along with a
book display from A Different Light
bookstore. Among the evening’s enter-
tainment was the  Metropolitan
Community Church in the Valley Choir,
storyteller Peter Cashorali, and comedian
Lynda Montgomery. GLAAD is pleased
to have assisted the studio in putting this
special event together. Other studios and
organizations could easily follow Sony’s
lead and join in the celebration of Lesbian
and Gay Pride Month next year. Why not
ask your company? Write: Sue Jameson,
Senior V.P. Corporate Affairs, Sony
Pictures Entertainment, 10202 W.
Washington Blvd., Culver City, CA
90232. To see how much one employee
can do see “KCBS-TV Takes Lead “ in this
issue.

Lesbian Visibility

Lesbian Visibility (more-than-a-WEEK)
is here. Events are taking place from
Saturday, July 18 to Sunday, July 26. 10
EXCITING DAYS!!! There are cultural
and political workshops, dances, perfor-
mances and films. On the evening of July
20 GLAAD Women’s Caucus member
Dorothy Engleman and Board member
Dr. Sylvia Rhue will show their original
videos. Engleman’s video, “Pride and
Prejudice,” illuminates lesbian and gay
life and examines homophobic hatred and
violence. This video won an ACE Award
and was nominated for an Emmy. If you
want to see an extensive collection of les-
bian TV scenes, funny, sexy and_poignant,
then you do not want to miss Rhue’s
“Lesbian Sitcoms,” a compilation of the
best scenes between women on TV. A dis-
cussion about lesbian invisibility in the
media and how to access the media will
follow. Please join us for this exciting
evening of LESBIAN VISION at EZTV,
8547 Santa Monica Blvd. in West
Hollywood at 7:00 pm, July 20. For more
information call: (213) 957-3081.

Hollywood Supports
Gains Helpline

A telephone helpline has been estab-
lished by Hollywood Supports to provide
entertainment industry workers with con-
fidential assistance in matters of employ-
ment discrimination, employee health
insurance and other sexual orientation or
HIV-related issues. According to
Hollywood Supports Executive Director
Richard Jennings, all calls are completely
confidential and may be made on an
anonymous basis. Hours of service are
from 9:30 am to 6:00 pm Monday through
Friday. Hollywood Supports Helpline:
(213) 466-1990.

Co-President's Column

(Continued from Pg. 2)Queer Nation con-
tingents will be joining us.

We have tracked down Pete Maddox, an
official from the board of Rancho Sanhago
college district, where the gallery is locat-
ed. He had not yet read the paper and is
appalled at the censorship. He will get
back to us.

Activists at large, Morris Kight and
Jaime Green have been faxing all the
information to their contact lists in order
to alert the community. Many more calls
are made keeping everyone up to date.
2:00 pm...I call the school again. I get
through. “The Executive Director is out.
The professors are out.” “Did you get our
fax?” “Yes,” she confirms, “The art work
will be displayed tonight.” “Uncovered?,”
Iask. “Unveiled,” she replies.

I call Sass. She also calls the school to
verify. We call the Times. The reporter had
already heard the news, but was trying to
get official confirmation. No one will give
us the “official” news. No one is to be
found. We decide to go down there any-
way. If they do uncover it, we can rejoice
together. If they do not...

2:30 pm...A last call to Sass as I get ready
to dash out. Everything is under control. I
have faxed all my communiques, fact
sheets and releases to Carol Anderson’s
office (Women’s Caucus member, past
Board member.) She will bring them to
Sass before they caravan to the gallery.



Photo By Karen Ocamb

ple and the office has car pool rides orga-
nized. They are making appropriate signs,
though we hope we will not have to use
them. I wish her luck.

Senior High school Artist Letitia Houston with her
controversial painting.

3:30 pm...I place a quick call to Sass from
the road. She has just received a call from
the Assistant Superintendent of schools,
Laurie Gonia. She tells Sass that the paint-
ing will be displayed uncovered! The rea-
son it was initially rejected, Ms. Gonia
tells her, was that it was submitted late.
She cannot explain why other late sub-
missions were accepted, however. Ms.
Gonia is also unable to understand that
“homosexuality” and “struggle with
Catholicism” are the same theme. She also
has no explanation for the fact that Letitia
was asked to reword her written state-
ment which was to accompany the paint-
ing. The issue of homophobia is “really
not an issue in our district,” she advises.
Sass presses and gets her to agree to meet
GLAAD representatives to discuss the
problem.

Ralph Opacic, the Executive Director,
has also called Sass. He reiterates the
same song and dance. (Apparently they
had been busy drafting a “position paper”
all morning.) Sass doesn’t let up but lets
him know we are pleased the painting
will be shown.

Sass and I continue discussing introduc-
ing our school curriculum (Homophobia:
Discrimination Based on Sexual
Orientation) to Orange County. We also
talk about the possibility of sensitivity
trainings. The possibility of...

..We are already on to our next battle,
not quite absorbing the events of the day.
I am proud of our work. Proud of how
quickly we were able to mobilize as an
organization and create a solid coalition.

We are both exhausted. She still is going
to Santa Ana...and why not? It is cause for
celebration.

“After Protest, School Allows Display of
Lesbian Art.” Santa Ana- Responding to
objections from gay and lesbian rights groups,
administrators at Orange County High
School of the Arts reversed a decision and
Friday allowed a student to exhibit her paint-
ing of two nude women embracing. The semi-
abstract painting, by Letitia Houston, was
displayed at a senior art show held at Rancho
Santiago College, where gay and lesbian
rights activists and others gathered to voice
opposition to what they called censorship and
discrimination.”

California Corporations Continued

(Continued from Pg. 1) Wells Fargo, Levi
Strauss and the Bank of America to dis-
continue corporate contributions to the
Scouts because of its publicly articulat-
edpolicy of discrimination against gay
men. Each of the corporations has had
long standing non-discriminatory policies
that forbid them to contribute money to
organizations that discriminate against a
class of people based on sexual orienta-
tion rather than personal conduct. And
it’s no surprise that stridently homopho-
bic reactionaries, such as Donald
Wildmon, are trying to mount boycotts
against these companies for their inclu-
sive and intelligent decisions.

Public support for these responsible
companies and their policies of non-dis-
crimination are-desparately neededto
help deflate the hysteria generated by the
far right. Contact them immediately : Mr.
Richard Rosenberg, Chairman, Bank of
America, 555 California Street, 40th
Floor, San Francisco 94104; and Bank of

America, Corporate Communications -

#3124, P. O. Box 37000, San Francisco
94127; also Mr. Robert Strauss, Chairman
of the Board, Levi Strauss & Co., 1155
Battery Street, San Francisco 94111 - or
call their consumer hotline (800) 872-5384;
and Karen Wegmann, President, Wells
Fargo Foundation, 420 Montgomery
Street, San Francisco 94163; FAX (415)
572-9594; Telephone (415) 396-3606.

GLAAD@®JULY
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Executive Director’s Report
by Chris Fowler

As I was making the final edits through
this issue of GLAAD/LA Reports, I was
impressed by the number of important
issues we were covering. I then decided
to dedicate this month’s column to spot-
lighting some other very important issues
that will be of interest to GLAAD mem-
bers and readers.

First of all, I want to make sure every-
one knows about two upcoming pro-
grams that will be featuring ongoing gay
characters. The first is “Melrose Place,” a
spinoff of Fox’s “Beverly Hills 90210.”
The premise of the show revolves around
the lives of characters who live in an
apartment complex on Melrose Avenue.
One of those characters is a gay man who
is also an activist. This character could
dispell a lot of myths — not only about
gay men and lesbians, but also about
activists within our community. “Melrose
Place” has the potential to illustrate some
of the complexities that drive community
activists, including (we hope) their love
lives.

The second show is a day time soap
opera, “One Life to Live.” Known among
daytime viewers for its adventurous story
lines, “One Life” will be the first daytime
soap to feature an ongoing and continu-
ing character who is gay. What seems
even more significant about this move,
however, is the fact that the character is a
teen ager. Throughout June, the character,
Billy, was showcased as the friend of the
youngest son of the town’s ruling family,
the Buchanans. He is about 16, president
of his class, co-captain of the basketball
team, and accomplished in theatre.
Overall, he is a very attractive character.
And on June 18, he came out to his best
friend, and all of America. Producers at
“One Life” say they are dedicated to the
story line for at least three months. After
that, it is probably up to viewer response.
If you watch daytime, be sure to tune in
“One Life” everyday at 1 pm on ABC. If
you would like to write the producers
and give them your thoughts on this bold
story line, write: “One Life to Live,” 56
W. 66th Street, New York 10023.

GLAAD also had a response to the com-
ments made by potential Presidential can-
didate Ross Perot in his interview with
Barbara Walters on “20/20.” Perot’s com-
ments suggested that gay men and/or
lesbians in cabinet positions would be “a
point of controversy” with the American
people, and thus unable to accomplish
their specific duties. GLAAD pointed out

that gay men and lesbians are Americans,
and thus as capable as any to fill any gov-
ernment positions, including military ser-
vice.

In the last issue of GLAAD/LA Reports,
Dean Hansell in his Co-President’s col-
umn spoke at length about the aftermath
of the King verdict. That edition didn’t
mention how GLAAD participated in the
gay and lesbian community events that
took place in direct response to the civil
unrest. In addition to participating in the
protest that took place the night of the
verdict at the corner of Santa Monica
Blvd. and San Vicente, GLAAD joined a
coalition of groups, coordinated by the
Black Gay and Lesbian Leadership
Forum, that sponsored a number of activi-
ties the following week. The first was a
rally that began at the Federal Building in
West LA, and then caravanned to the
courthouse in Simi Valley — the only
protest in response to the verdict that
took place in Simi Valley. There was quite
a bit of press coverage (some of which
excluded the fact that the organizers were
from the lesbian and gay community),
and the event proved to be peaceful and
educational. The final event of the week
involved joining with members of the
Unity Fellowship Church and participat-
ing in a clean up action in South Central
Los Angeles.

The final point of additional informa-
tion is about the latest movie that GLAAD
has learned about. A new film from
Damon Wayans, “Mo’ Money,” features
at least one scene with an extremely
stereotyped characterization -of two gay
men. Originally, these scenes were report-
ed by members of the press who had seen
them in a promo reel at a film show. Since
then, however, GLAAD has obtained the
same clips which are being used to promo
the film in television spots and previews
in theatres. There were also reports of a
scene that contained some severely inac-
curate information about the transmission
of HIV, but GLAAD has been unable to
get a screening to verify these reports. In
our communication with Columbia, the
studio producing the film, we have been
assured that the contents are not homo-
phobic. GLAAD is trying to get a screen-
ing of the film prior to its release to be
able to comment on the contents of the
picture. The movie is scheduled for mid-
July release. As the situation develops, we
will continue to report on itin GLAAD/LA

Reports.



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
Cmty. Monitor/ Deadline for
Outreach Response August
Speakers 7:30 pm GLAAD/ILA
7:30 pm 7033 Sunset | reports
7033 Sunset
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Women of
GLAAD
7:00 pm
7033 Sunset
E.D.Deadline
applications
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Monitor
B°a':d Response
Meoaanng Cmte.
7:30pm 7:30
7033 Sunset 7033p2unset
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Media
Outreach
Cmte.
7:30pm
7033 Sunset
26 27 28 29 30 31 1AUG
General Monitor
Mesting Response
7:00pm Cmte.
6000 W. Pico 7:30pm
7033 Sunset
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HANDY MEDIA GUIDE

TELEVISION NETWORKS

ABC Entertainment (310)557-7777

Robert Iger, Pres., 2020 Ave. of the Stars, Los
Angeles ,CA 90067

CBS Entertainment (213)852-2345

Jeff Sagansky, Pres., 7800 Beverly Boulevard, Los
Angeles, CA 90036

NBC Entertainment (818)840-4444

Warren Littlefield, Pres., 3000 West Alameda
Ave,, Burbank, CA 91523

Fox Broadcasting (310)277-2211

Peter Chernin, Pres., P.O. Box 900, Beverly Hills,
CA 90213

TELEVISION STATIONS
KCBS (213)460-3000 (Ch. 2)
Steve Gigliotti, Gen. Mgr. 6121 W. Sunset Blvd
Holl; CA 90028
KNBC (818)840-4444 (Ch. 4)
John Rohrbeck, Gen. Mgr. 3000 W. Alameda Ave.,
Burbank CA 91505
KTLA (213)460-5500 (Ch. 5)
Steven A. Bell, Gen. Mgr., 5800 W. Sunset Blvd,,
Holl, CA 90028
KABC (213)557-7777 (Ch. 7)
Terry Crofoot, Gen. Mgr., 4151 Prospect Ave.,
Holl CA 90027
KCAL (213)467-5459 (Ch. 9)
David Woodcock, Gen. Mgr., 5515 Melrose
Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90038
KTTV (213)856-1000 (Ch. 11)
Greg Nathanson, Gen. Mgr., 5746 Sunset Blvd.,
Hollywood CA 90028
KCOP (213)851-1000 (Ch. 13)
Bill Frank, Gen. Mgr., 915 N. La Brea Ave., Los
Angeles CA 90038
KCET (213)666-6500 (PBS Ch. 28)
William Cobin, Pres., 4401 Sunset Blvd.,
Hollywood CA 90027
KMEX (213)466-3434 (Ch. 34)
Michael Martinez, Gen. Mgr., 6255 Sunset Blvd.,
Los Angeles CA 90038
KVEA (213)502-5700

Martinez, Gen. Mgr., 1139 Grand Central
Ave,, Glendale CA 91201

RADIO STATIONS

KABC (213)840-4900

George Green, Pres., 3321 S. La Cienega Blvd,,
Los Angles CA 90016

KFI-640 AM (213)385-0101

Howard Neal, Gen. Mgr., 610 S. Ardmore, Los
Angeles CA 90005

KFWB News 98 (213)462-5392

Chris Claus, Gen. Mgr., 6230 Yucca St.,
Hollywood Ca 90028

KNX-AM News Radio (213)460-3343

George Nicholaw, V.P., 6121 W. Sunset Blvd.

LATE BREAKINGYNEWS LATE BREAKING NEWSYLATE BREAKING NEWS Hollywood CA 90028
Wells Fargo has become the first bank to sponsor Christropher Street :‘:?n; ;’HE%EZ;::&:&' Cahuenga BIvd W,
West, the gay and lesbian pride celebration in Los Angeles, by having a NEWSPAPERS
booth at the Festival during the June 27-28 weekend. Write: Alec opsmaunms:
Hughes, V.P. Marketing, Wells Fargo, 333 S. Grand Avenue, Los %{',:::ﬁii:’s‘:;:m S we
Angeles 90071. %&ﬁ:»%t&%q 91365
The Ou{lookl(310)829-6811

P.O. Box 590, Santa Monica CA 90406
The Orange County Register (714)835-1234
625N. Grand Ave,, Santa Ana CA 92701

S

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000¢0

Notallgay : Yes, I want to help stop bigotry in the media. Enclosed is MOTION PICTURE STUDIOS
. o . Sony Pictures Corp. (518)280-8000
bashersuse : my tax-deductible donation of: Poe‘tlf.?r %ﬁ;mz W. Washington B,
. ver
. : 3%$250 3$100 3$50 0%35 089 MCA/Universal (818)777-1000
afistor : ,
: N e Ewwm%mummcuym
weapon. H Paramount Studios (213)956-5000
e A d dr €SS Stanley Jaffe ,CEO,5555 Melrose Ave., Los
Some use : The Walt Disuey
: City State Zip Michael Esnen, 250, 5005, Buena Visa, Burbank
. CA 91521
apenora : Phone Tax ID#95-4242716 20th Century Fox (310)277-2211
e Barry Diller, CEO, P.O. Box 900, ),
camera. i  Vsendto: GLAAD/LA P.O. Box 931763 Hollywood, CA 90093-1763V o023 %00, Beverly Fil CA



[PL3IDW pPaipg-awi)

G¥00°ON LINH3d
VO'S3TIONY SO P
€9/1-€6006 VD “POOMATIOH
C| |VC| €9/1€6 Xo4'Od
3OVLSOd'SN v1/avvio
"OHO LIJOHdNON




VoI 4No.8

Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation

GLAAD/LA

AUGUST 1992

A “Basic Instinct” Mentality...

WGBH Slashes “Portrait of a Marriage”

The British TV series “Portrait of a
Marriage” began airing on public televi-
sion on July 19 (KCET-TV, Ch. 28,
“Masterpiece Theatre”). This story of two
famous British lesbian writers, Vita
Sackville-West and Violet Trefusis, was
edited for U.S. television by WGBH
Foundation in Boston, the series’
American sponsor. Shortly before the
series aired, GLAAD was able to compare
the broadcast edited version with the

)

at the Los Angeles International Gay &
Lesbian Film Festival. WGBH earlier had
insisted that the cuts were for pacing
only. Anyone comparing the two versions
can see that this was not the case. WGBH
zoomed in on the scenes between the two
lesbians. It was clear that the cuts fol-
lowed an insidious pattern of removing
anything joyful about the lesbian relation-
ship, including a childhood sequence
which showed the beginning of the two
girl’s affection for each other and scenes
of the two women dancing together and
kissing each other. The film had been cut
in such a way as to portray Violet as the
evil lesbian seducer and Vita as the inno-
cent married woman. Additionally dis-
concerting were the insensitive and
homophobic introductions to each seg-
ment of the series by Alistair Cooke
whose comments reflected the distortions
of the cuts. Perhaps Mr. Cooke’s homo-
phobic agenda is showing,.

This blatant disregard for historical
accuracy coupled with the homophobic
introductions and edits only reinforces
the perception that WGBH & Co. did its
best to destroy this once excellent British
series by robbing.it of its very essence.

That it should appear under the auspices
of “public television” and “Masterpiece
Theatre” with cuts made by an “educa-
tional foundation” mocks the corner-
stones of these precepts. Your comments
pointing this out could only be helpful.
Write: Alistair Cooke, c/o Ingrid Luce,
1150 Fifth Avenue, New York 10128;
Rebecca Eaton, Executive Producer,
Masterpiece Theatre and Mystery
Productions, WGBH Educational

original-which-was-shown-uncut-last year— —Foundation,, 125 Western--Awvenue,

Boston, Mass, 02134; Jennifer Lawson,
Executive VP, National Programming
and Promotions, PBS, 1320 Braddock
Place, Alexandria, VA 22314; Donald E.
Ledwig, President and CEO,
Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 901
“E” Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20004.

K-Mart Ads

Include Gays
K-Mart recently included a gay couple
in their ongoing commercials that include
diverse types of families. The extremely
positive commercial features two men in
business suits looking at a wood cutter
and one remarks,“”We (Continued on Pg. 2)
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by Dean Hansell

While most of you know about
GLAAD/LA’s monthly membership
meetings, the Monitor/Response
Committee and read GLAAD/LA Reports,
there are a number of other activities of
GLAAD that contribute to its effective-
ness. I would like to give you several
examples.

GLAAD Hotlines and Data Base: We have
two 24 hour hotlines, an English language
one (213) 931-9429 and one for Spanish
language (213) 463-4673.

undertake actions of special interest to
women. Call the GLAAD office (213) 463-
3632 for more information.

GLAAD School Curriculum: GLAAD has
developed a multi-session school curricu-
lum to combat homophobia with the
assistance of Project 10 and other educa-
tors. Entitled “A World of Difference” it
has been used in the Los Angeles Unified
School District and is available for pur-
chase by calling the GLAAD office.
G6LAAD Media Gulde:

These lines contain infor-
mation about GLAAD
events and allow callers
to report any incidents
regarding defamation in
the media.

GLAAD Archives: We
receive a considerable
number of magazines,
newspapers, scripts, etc.
which is organized into

our archives for future
..se:a.pr‘ rosngrnl\ 'T‘]n.is

Co-president Dean Hansell

Developed by GLAAD/-
LA and GLAAD/NY this
guide assists reporters,
editors and announcers
by describing what terms
are acceptable or offen-
sive to lesbians and gays.
It is used widely in the

Spec1ally trained GLAAD
members conduct~ses

gives us information on how an individu-
al media figure or show treats lesbians
and gays.

GLAAD Speakers Bureau: We have an active
speakers bureau training GLAAD mem-
bers to appear as speakers or panelists
before a variety of organizations and
forums. If you would like to have a
GLAAD speaker come to your organiza-
tion, contact the GLAAD office at (213)
463-3632.

GLAAD/USA: We have GLAAD chapters in
Atlanta, Dallas, San Francisco/Bay Area,
New York, Washington, D.C./National
Capital Area and chapters forming in
Chicago, Denver, Seattle and Orange
County. GLAAD/USA was formed to
help assist the development of other
GLAAD offices across the country. If you
have friends that would like to get
involved in the areas mentioned, call to
the GLAAD Hotlines.

Women of GLAAD: One of our newest
groups is Women of GLAAD which
meets the first Tuesday of each month,
7:00pm, at the GLAAD office, 7033 Sunset
Blvd. By attending you can discuss

GLAAD activities, hear speakers and
e s

media organizations and other groups by
holding day long workshops on AIDS,
homophobia, etc. We work closely with
Hollywood Supports in conducting sensi-
tivity training.

This is but a sampling of what goes on
at GLAAD/LA. We can use your volun-
teer help. We can use your financial sup-
port. If you can get involved, please let us
know.

K-Mart Gays Continued

(continued from Pg. 1) should get that.” His
companion responds, “Well we don’t
have a fireplace " “But your father does.
Let’s get it,” he replies, as he picks up the
cutter. One of the men puts his arm
around the other as the camera pans to a
straight couple. Obviously this commer-
cial is a major step forward for all con-
cerned. K-Mart can be encouraged to con-
tinue its inclusive advertising and to
extend it by showing lesbians as well, by
writing: Joseph Antonini, CEO, K-Mart,
3100 W. Big Beaver, Troy, MI 48084.

o.w.a_whwrpe;r-anens,__ 2o



Hollywood Supports
Update

Hollywood Supports is delighted that
several AIDS-themed Hollywood films
are currently in the works — up from
zero such projects during the epidemic’s
first dozen years. Jonathan Demme’s pro-
ject for Tri-Star, “Probable Cause,” about
a homophobic lawyer who defends a
lawyer fired from his job because he has
AIDS, will be the first to lens, beginning
in Sept. Other projects in development
include Propaganda Films’ “Good Days,”
also a courtroom drama, written by David
Leavitt (The Lost Language of Cranes);
“Cure,” to be directed by Francis
Coppola; and producer Howard
(Common Threads) Rosenman’s “Blue
Earth,” about a driven businessman who
returns to his hometown only to learn he
has AIDS{_____/___,__,,__\

Hollywood Supports is pleased to
announce that it is now offering free, two-

~_——hotf “AIDS in the Workplace” seminars _

to Southern California-based entertain-
ment industry companies, guilds and
unions. According to Executive Director
Richard Jennings, “This seminar has been
designed by leading AIDS educators to
provide up-to-date information needed to
ensure a safe working environment free of
stigma and fear. Those who attend will
learn how to separate HIV facts from
myths, and can then help their colleagues
to do the same.” To learn more about this
program call Hollywood Supports
Assistant Director Kyle Counts at (213)
962-3118.

MacNeil/Lehrer on
Castro Street

Continuing the rise in importance of
gay and lesbian issues as newsworthy
events was the June 24 broadcast of the
“MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour” (KCET-
TV, Ch. 28, 6:30 nightly), when reporter
Richard Rodriguez presented an essay
about gay life in the Castro area of San
Francisco. The interviews, visuals and

words captured the diversity and com-
plexity of gay life with accuracy and hon-
esty. Timed for gay/lesbian pride week,
the five minute segment was an example
of good TV journalism. This type of
reporting needs to occur more often,
along with lesbian and gay visibility as
part of other news segments and panel
discussions. Let MacNeil/Lehrer hear
from you about this segment, and then
encourage them to do additional in-depth
stories on lesbian and gay topics.
Comments to: Mr. Lester Crystal,
Executive Producer, “MacNeil/Lehrer
NewsHour,” 356 W. 58th St.,, New York
10019.

Real Life in “The Real
World”

The staff of MTV’s newest show, “The
Real World,” (Thurs., 10:00pm) picked
twentysomethings from all over the coun-

" try to live in a loft in n Manhattan and have

their lives filmed. The three women and
four men include a singer, a dancer, a rap-
per, a painter, a poet, a model and a musi-
cian. The format is a combination of cine-
ma verite intercut with talking head com-
mentary. In this ten week series, cameras
follow the inhabitants of the loft every-
where. Norman, the painter, is bisexual;
he came out in the third episode when he
talked very openly and honestly about his
sexuality. On almost every episode, he
has made comments like “I didn’t meet
any cute boys tonight,” and the cameras
have followed him to well known gay
clubs like Limelight and Roxy. On the
July 2 episode Norman went on a date,
and part of the following week’s story
was devoted to him and his new
boyfriend.

" The co-executive producer of “Real
World” is openly gay television executive
and GLAAD/LA supporter, Jonathan
Murray. To congratulate “Real World”
and MTV and to encourage them to con-
tinue their presentation of the real world,
write: Bunim-Murray Productions, 2815
W. Olive, Burbank, CA 91505; copy to:
Office of the President, MTV Networks
Inc.,"1515 Broadway, New York 10036.

GLAAD®AUGUST
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Lesbian Wedding on
Springer

On June 8, “The Jerry Springer Show”
(KCAL-TV, Ch. 9, 11:00am, daily) fea-
tured a lesbian wedding. Springer inter-
viewed the interracial lesbian couple and
the Unitarian minister who was going to
marry them. The women were articulate,
and the minister had some interesting,
helpful comments about the relationship
and compatibility of sexuality and reli-
gious beliefs. The studio audience wit-
nessed their commitment ceremony com-
plete with vows, exchange of rings, cere-
monial kiss, cutting the cake and the cere-
monial first dance. Overall, Springer was
sensitive and supportive of the two les-
bians and their commitment. In his clos-
ing monologue, however, Springer said,
“...there are worse things in this world
than two women who love each other
getting married.” This remark did noth-
ing to honor his guests. Comments can be

~directed_-to: Terry Murphy, Senior Sou
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Producer, “The Jerry Springer Show,”
140 West 9th Street, Cincinnati, OH
45202.

Gay Teens Dominate
“Geraldo”

The subject of the June 22 “Geraldo”
(KCBS-TV, Ch. 2, 4:00pm, daily) was
“Gay Teens Going to the Prom.” There
were two gay couples and one lesbian
couple (the same one that was inter-
viewed in the June issue of Glamour mag-
azine) on the panel. Speaking eloquently,
the teens presented an outstanding case
before a generally sympathetic audience.
Almost alone in his ignorant and indefen-
sible homophobia was James Cameron of
the Family Research Institute. Cameron,
who never made it clear just what fami-
lies he had ever researched, called homo-
sexuality a “death-style” and was odd-
man out with his rabid homophobia. That
Geraldo was able to move the discussion
onto higher ground and gengrally isolate

this audience guest, points to his own
growth as a TV journalist and his aware-
ness of sexual orientation. The articulate
and intelligent teen-agers appearing on
the show were a credit to themselves and
added immeasurably to the educational
efforts directed at the American public.
Your comments can be sent to: Mr.
Marty Berman, Executive Producer,
“Geraldo,” 524 W. 57th Street, New York
10019. (“Geraldo” now has a hotline to
receive your comments and ideas for his
daily show. At a cost of $2.00 per call you
can reach him by dialing (900) 773-2587.)

Lesbianism and Politics

from South Africa

Helena Nogueira has apparently man-
aged to do the 1mp0531b1e Nogueira is

has produced two films with anti-racist
tones. Both were part of this year’s AFI
Film Fest. Her latest film, “The Good
Fascist,” details the dilemma of racial
hatred from the point of European-
Africans. An earlier film, “Quest for
Love,” documents the struggle of a South
African woman to cope with her coun-
try’s racist policies and her love for
another woman. The fact that “Quest for
Love” was produced in South Africa and
released to wide critical acclaim and some
commercial success is a testament to Ms.
Nogueira’s perseverance and courage.
She states that South Africans were as
outraged by the interracial love scenes as
they were by the lesbian love scenes. She
is now attempting to have “Quest for
Love” distributed in the U.S. American
filmmakers might now see that lesbian
and gay characters can be integrated into
an intriguing story without making them
freakish and without making sexual ori-
entation a quirky plot device. “Quest” is a
remarkable accomplishment by a talented
and upcoming world-class director.
Contact may be made by writing: Ken
Wlaschin, AFI Film Fest, 2021 N.
Western Avenue, Los Angeles 90027.
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Mickey Joins the

Bandwagon

A lesbian and gay support group has
been formed at the Walt Disney Co. at
their Burbank Studios. Sanford M.
Litvock, Executive VP for Law and
Human Resources, who cleared the way
for the group, said, “Disney has a strong
anti-discrimination policy to which we
remain committed.” All Disney employ-
ees are urged to contact GLAAD/LA
member, Sass Nielsen, one of the Disney
employees organizing the group. Please
write to Disney acknowledging their sup-
port. Sanford M. Litvock, Executive VP
for Law and Human Resources, The
Walt Disney Co., 500 South Buena Vista
Street, Burbank, CA 91521-1030. Sass
Nielsen at (213) 255-1378.
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/ Twhe*Degayin"g of
“Private Idaho”

The cover of the recently released video
of Gus Van Sant’s “My Own Private
Idaho” shows River Phoenix (gay in the
film) and Kanu Reeves (who was sexually
ambivalent) each with a woman. For
those who may not have heard, this was
not a movie about picking up girls!
Evidently some marketing genius thought
this would help maximize video rentals.
Unfortunately it minimizes the entire con-
cept of the movie. At a time when adver-
tisers and corporate America are recog-
nizing the importance of the gay and les-
bian consumer, these marketers chose to
render the movie’s gay theme invisible.
Obviously, homophobia has many forms.
Write: Stephen Einhorn, President and
CEO, New Line Home Video, 888 7th
Ave., New York10106. -

“Mo” Money” — Less
Sensitivity

" Asreported in last month’s GLAAD/LA
Reports, Columbia’s new release “Mo’

Money,” a Damon Wayans project, con-
tains at least one scene which relies on the
stereotyped characterizations made
famous by Wayans in “In Living Color.”
One of the extremely effeminate charac-
ters sneezes, and then complains about
how long he has had the cold, and can’t
seem to get rid of it. The implication that
the character has’ AIDS, and the response
by the other players, offers inaccurate
information about AIDS and its transmis-
sion. The most offensive parts of the scene
have reportedly been cut, but the body of
the scene remains intact. Apparently,
Damon doesn’t understand that his ver-
sion of stereotyping is considered defam-
atory. As soon as GLAAD sees the film,
we will make an official statement about
the final cut, and report on it. If you see
the film express your feelings to
Columbia, the film’s producing studio.
Columbia Pictures, 10202 W,
Washington BLvd., Culver City, CA
90232; You can address your comments to

Mark Canton, Chairman, Columbia_:.

Pictures; . “Mark G111 PR Director,
Columbia Pictures; or Marcy Granata,
VP, Publicity, Columbia Pictures.

GLAAD Goes to the
NLGJA

Several GLAAD/LA officers attended
the first conference of the National
Lesbian and Gay Journalists Association
(NLGJA) held June 25-27 in San
Francisco. From its high attendance fig-
ures (over 600) and the visible presence of
highranking editors from the Los Angeles
Times and the Washington Post, to
reporters who were out of the closet for
the first time - it all portends well for the
future coverage of gay and lesbian issues
in the mainstream media.

Of great importance at the conference
was a video sent by Arthur O. Sulzberger,
Jr., publisher of the New York Times, in
which he said, “We can no longer offer
our readers a predominantly white,
straight, male vision of events and say
we'rg doing, our job.” Keynote speakers
Randy Shilts, Andrew Sullivan, Linda
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Villarosa, Marlon Riggs, Michelangelo
Signorile and Margarethe Cammermeyer
offered thoughtful, provocative and
entertaining commentaries.

GLAAD/LA Acting Executive Director
Chris Fowler and GLAAD/SFBA Co-
Chair Jessea Greenman spoke on panels
addressing “Gay Coverage in the ‘90s”
and “Lesbian Invisibility.” GLAAD/LA
Board Members Charlotte Innes and
Garrett Glaser attended both as journal-
ists and GLAAD members and spoke
about the need for internal stylebooks
that spell out gay and lesbian sensitive
language; male and female co-presidents
in the NLGJA to prevent sexism; and sen-
sitivity training for upper management in
the media. Garrett is a coordinator of the
NLGJA's electronic media task force as
well as on its Los Angeles Chapter steer-
ing committee.

NLGJA President Leroy F. Aarons and
his Board are to be congratulated for
building a strong, viable organization in
—only_two._years. Just as GLAAD lobbies

for change in the media from the outside,
NLGJA members can effect change from
the inside. Address comments regarding
your support and the kind of issues that
need to be addressed to: Leroy F. Aarons,
President, National Lesbian and Gay
Journalists Association, P.O. Box 423048,
San Francisco, 94142-3048.

Real “Family Values”

The July 8 issue of Hollywood Reporter,
covered a new Hollywood project with a
gay theme entitled “Family Values”. The
development deal signed with producer
Barry Krost and partner Doug Chaplin
with Columbia Pictures will feature the
writing skills of Barry Sandler (“Making
Love” and “Crimes of Passion”). The
story “will focus on a straight newspaper
columnist and his gay brother.” Says
Krost, “It's not about HIV or homosexual-
ity. It's about homo-ignorance. People just
don’t realize the magnitude of this dis-
ease.” Given some of the players attached
to this project, it could go,a long-way

towardscorrecting inaccurate portrayals
of lesbians and gay men in film.

Dating with the
Morning Coffee

Southern California’s most widely-cir-
culated newspaper, the Los Angeles Times,
has finally caught up with the diversity of
the 1990s with its Dateline classifieds on
Fridays (View section) and Sundays (reg-
ular classified section). Rivaling a morn-
ing cup of coffee as a real eye-opener are
the headings “Men Looking for Men” and
“Women Looking for Women,” right
along side “Men Looking for Women”
and “Women Looking for Men.” Talk
about traditional family values. The ads
are straightforward, well-written and
appealing with thé expressed-needs and
desires clearly listed. That the Times is
‘moving forward into the inclusive ’905

= woul?f‘b‘é—‘worﬂryour—eements,ﬂ_whwh.

can be directed to: Los Angeles Times,
Dateline Classifieds, Times-Mirror
Square, Los Angeles 90053.
Unfortunately, rivaling the Times’ clear
vision was the myopia of KNBC-TV (Ch.
4) reporter Doug Kriegel. Dear ol’ Doug
was evidently given an assignment to do
a segment about the new Dateline ads for
the 6 o’clock news on June 26. He totally
ignored the same-sex ads, even though
there was a two second visual of the
newspaper that clearly showed the “men
looking for men” and “women looking
for women” section. Kriegel never men-
tioned them or gave examples of the ads.
His vision cleared only long enough to
gush about the “men looking for women”
and “women looking for men” ones and.
what he perceived as the difference
between the two. That Doug couldn’t see
or understand the importance of same-
sex ads appearing in a widely read family
newspaper is exactly the kind of “over-
sight” that margmahzes our lives. If any-
thing, the real news is that the Times is
including gay and lesbian ads. Be sure to
send your comments about our exclusion
to KNBC-TV, and, while you're at it, send
some reading glasses to Doug. Write:



GLAAD/LA Reports
Readers Survey

Instructions: Please answer all the questions on both sides. Return the completed questionnaire to
GLAAD/LA SURVEY, P.O. Box 931763, Hollywood, CA 90093 by September 15, 1992.
Include your mailing label from the newsletter or your name, address, and phone on a separate
sheet of paper, to be in a drawing for a pair of tickets to GLAAD’s special Fall Event. All answers
are confidential and for GLAAD/LA use only. Thank you for your interest in helping GLAAD/LA

determine how we can best serve the community.

1. Which of the following GLAAD/LA activities have you ever attended (check all that apply)?

General Meeting O Women of GLAAD Meeting
Monitor/Response Meeting 0 Media Awards Dinner
Community Outreach Meeting 1 Other

Media Outreach Meeting

Speakers Bureau Training

Know about GLAAD/LA activities, but have not attended
Did not know about GLAAD/LA activities

o0 Ooo0OooO

2. In the last 6 months, have you called the GLAAD/LA Hotline (213-931-9429 - English;
213-463-4673 - Spanish) to report a negative or positive story about gay men, lesbians or
bisexuals (check one)?

.- Yes . __ pumberoftimes _ ____  _  _ __ S
R O No U Did not know about GLAAD/LA Hotline
3. How many letters have you sent in response to articles in GLAAD/LA Reports in the
last 6 months ?
a 1-3 O 4-6 a 7-10 O 11 or more O None
4. Do you receive a newsletter from any other GLAAD chapter?
O Yes Please list chapter(s):
O No
S. How many letters have you sent in response to articles in any other GLAAD chapter
newsletter in the last 6 months ?
Q13 O 4-6 a 7-10 O 11 or more O None
6. How would you describe your involvement in the gay/lesbian/bisexual community?

O Very active (I belong to 3 or more organizations/participate frequently in activities)

U Somewhat active (I belong to 1 or 2 organizations/participate regularly in activities)

O Occasionally active (I don’t belong to any organization, but sometimes attend activities)
O Interested but not active (I keep up with what’s going on in the community)

L Not active



7. How would you describe the gay/lesbian/bisexual community organizations you are
active in (check all that apply)?

L Civil Rights/Political J Community Service

d Professional L HIV/AIDS Service/Support
Ll Social/Sports/Arts O Other
O Not active

8. How would you describe your primary involvement with GLAAD/LA (check one)?

[ Active with committees or events

O Active with letter-writing and phone calls
00 Financial supporter

O Newsletter reader

O Other
9. What one reason causes you to maintain your primary involvement with GLAAD/LA
(check one)?

O The work of GLAAD is important and needs to be done

[ The activities/events are interesting

Ll It makes me feel that I am having an impact, making a difference

O It is what I have time to do

L I like the social aspects of being around people with similar interests

O Other
T===——=—0>—In"yourown-words;whatis-the-main-purpese-of GLAAD/EA? - cnce— ~ w&;%éij
11.  Compared to other gay/lesbian/bisexual community organizations you are currently

involved with, how would you rank GLAAD/LA’s effectiveness in meeting its purpose on a scale
of 1 to 5 (circle one)?

Not Effective Somewhat Effective Very Effective
1 2 3 4 5

12.  In what one area, activity or program is GLAAD/LA most successful in your opinion?

13.  In what one area, activity or program is GLAAD/LA least successful in your opinion?

14.  Ethnicity: 15.  Sexual Orientation:
16.  Age: 17.  Gender (circle): Female Male

18.  How long have you been a dues-paying GLAAD/LA Member?

O lyear 0O 2years [ 3or more years 1 Not a member o

¢ ab



Radio & Print

Nancy Valenta, News Director, KNBC-
TV, 3000 W. Alameda Ave., Burbank
91505; Doug Kriegel, same address.

Resource Guide

GLAAD/LA is compiling a resource
guide of community organizations to be
distributed to the media as part of
GLAAD’s campaign to counter stereo-
types and misinformation about lesbians
and gay men and to promote accurate
media portrayals. To aid us in presenting
an accurate and current guide to available
resources please send a letter to
GLAAD/LA with the following informa-
tion: Name of Organization, Address,
City, Zip, Phone, Media Contact Person,
Media Contact Phone, Brief Description of
Purpose and Activities. Send to:
GLAAD/LA Outreach Committee, Attn.:
Charlotte Innes, Community Resource
Guide, P.O. Box 931763, Hollywood
90093;-(213).463-3632.

Applause for
Publishers Weekly

Publishers Weekly, leading international
news magazine for the publishing indus-
try, reviews dozens of soon-to-be pub-
lished books and describes the latest
developments in the book marketing
business. That’s why the June 29, 1992
issue was a remarkable one. It featured
two cover stories about gay and lesbian
issues: “Gay & Lesbians: A Market
Comes of Age,” and “An Interview with
Paul Monette,” the writer and gay
activist. Inside, the magazine listed
“Gay/Lesbian Bestsellers.”

The story on the gay and lesbian book
market by Bob Summer was a well-
researched, important piece that noted
the proliferation of gay and lesbian titles,
and the recognition of gay and lesbian
works by the mainstream publishing
industry. The interview with Paul
Monette by Lisa See talked about his life,
his work, his AIDS diagnosis and his new
book, Becoming a Man: Half a Life Story. It

teen.

was beautifully written and very
moving.Publishers Weekly frequently
reviews gay and lesbian titles in its
Forecasts pages. To thank the editors for
these inclusive and intelligent reports,
write: Ann Hartman, Editor-in-Chief,
Publishers Weekly, 249 W. 17th Street,
New York 10011.

USA Today

The June 2 issue of USA Today included a
cover story by Anita Manning entitled
“Exposure Brings Air of Acceptance,”
spotlighting various arenas in which les-
bian and gay issues are coming out of the
closet. Increased visibility in the news and
entertainment media, in politics, and in
the workplace were discussed. The Life
section also included a separate story on
the ABC soap opera “One Life To Live”
which features a storyline about a gay

U D ekt 2l 4

The lead ‘editorial on the same “day was
titled “Protect the Rights of Gays Against
Discrimination,” which clearly stated that
“freezing gays out of equal opportunities
offends the nation’s most basic princi-
ples.” The paper also published a counter-
ing opinion, by Rebecca Hagelin, which
argued that gays deserve discrimination.
Hagelin’s piece, titled “No Special Rights
for Gays,” was a mixture of lies and hate
worthy of David Duke. For example: “Gay
rights are dedicated to the belief that fami-
ly values must be destroyed to accommo-
date those who engage in homosexual
sodomy,” and “Whether the behavior is
homosexual sodomy, pathological lying or
adultery, showing true compassion
includes helping people conquer harmful
behavior, not pretending their actions are
normal.” Unfortunately for Ms. Hagelin,
she chose to show her ignorance about
sexual orientation by writing this article
and then letting it appear in a national
publication. That the Editors would allow
such unadulterated bunk to appear among
its otherwise intelligent offerings is mysti-
fying. Write to Peter Prichard, Editor,
USA Today, and Susan Weiss, Editor, Life
Section, 1000 Wilson Blvd., Arlington,
VA 22229,
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Help GLAAD - Fill in
the Questionaire

In this issue a questionaire for members
and newsletter subscribers is included.
GLAADY/LA is conducting an assessment
study to determine how we can best serve
the community. The Board of Directors
encourages each of you to participate in
this study. Please answer the questions on
the double-sided page and return it to
SURVEY, P.O. Box 931763, Hollywood,
90093 by September 15, 1992. If you
include your mailing label from the
newsletter or your name, address and
phone on a separate sheet, you will be
included in a drawing for a pair of tickets
to GLAAD's special Fall Event. All
answers are confidential and for
GLAAD/LA use only. If you have any
questions please call GLAAD/LA Board
Member, Karen Wilson at (213) 413-1981.

friends to do the same. Write to:
Springfield Chamber of Commerce, 101
South A Street, Springfield, OR 97477.

Fahning the Flames
of Hysteria...

Videotapes of the San Francisco Lesbian
and Gay Freedom Day Parade have been
transformed into a pro-hatred video cas-
sette circulated among community orga-
nizations and city councils in several
states. It is currently being used to drum
up support for a proposed state constitu-
tional amendment in Oregon which
would mandate discrimination against
lesbians and gays.

In a video prepared by the Oregon
Citizen’s Alliance, a group promoting the
amendment, the words “This is what gay
rights means” flash across the screen
repeatedly ‘as scenes of nude dancers, _

Rampant Hate in Oregon

On May 19, the voters of Springfield,
Oregon passed an ordinance mandating
homophobic discrimination. The initiative
will prohibit the city from making any
law or ordinance “that recognizes any cat-
egorical provision that includes sexual
orientation,” and will prohibit the use of
city funds or property to “promote or
encourage” homosexuality. Non-discrimi-
nation ordinances will be prohibited. Gay
and lesbian parades and festivals will be
banned from city property. Any group,
gay or straight, which has a policy of
nondiscrimination may be denied city ser-
vices. Public libraries will be required to
remove materials that treat homosexuali-
ty in an objective or truthful way.

The Springfield Chamber of Commerce
has received calls and letters from around
the state and country from individuals
supporting the ordinance and promising
to bring their business to Springfield
because of its pro-prejudice stand. Let the
Chamber hear from you. Tell them you
will avoid doing business in Springfield
until the ordinance is rescinded, and that
you will encourage your family and

people simulating masturbation, and peo-

ple in costumes satirizing religious fig-
ures are shown. These scenes are inter-
spersed with banners of lesbian and gay
parents’ and educators’ groups.

The ramifications of the Oregon amend-
ment, on the ballot this fall, are almost
beyond belief. You can speak directly to
the citizens of Oregon by writing the
state’s largest newspaper. Write: The
Oregonian, 1320 SW Broadway, Portland,
OR 97205.

Premiere to benefit GLAAD/LA...
“Psycho Killers and

Twisted Sisters”

On Sun., Aug. 23, GLAAD/LA will be
hosting the Los Angeles premiere of
Danny Mangin’s tremendously popular
film, “Psycho Killers and Twisted
Sisters.” This unique theatre piece is
billed as an informative and entertaining
look at a few of mainstream cinema’s
most enduring stereotypes. The array of
imagery — sometimes hysterical, some-
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Ever wonder why gay people hit the streets to protest Hollywood

movies? Gay film critic/historian Daniel Mangin provides the

answers in “Psycho Killersd Twisted Sisters,” an entertaining

and informative look at Tinseltown’s homophobia. Jealous, knife-
wielding lesbians, sissy cartoon characters, child molesters who

seduce with ice-cream cones, psychopaths with poodles (and
., . s i

:?y/,,htemers) — they’re all here and more N
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“Psycho Killers and Twisted Sisters” is an entertaining survey of the troubled past that leads right to the equally disturbing present.” - Elizabeth Pincus, SF Weekly

“The show is well worth catching, both for the quality of its film clips and for Mangin’ informed commentary.” David Armstrong, San Francisco Examiner
NUART THEATRE, 11272 Santa Monica Boulevard, West Los Angeles
$10 — PHONE (213) 463-3632 FOR INFORMATION/ADVANCE TICKETS
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Hollywood, CA
90093-1763

Quotable Quotes...

From 49 “Ways to
Experience Diversity,” a
booklet produced by the
University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee’s
Department of
Residence Life, reads,
“When you go out,
dance with someone of a
different race or the
same gender.”

From Jewell Gomez,
authoress of “The Gilda
Stories” a novel about a
black lesbian vampire,
“Vampires can be a

- metaphor for all the
things we carry inside us
for being marginalized.”
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times pathetic, but always thought-pro-
voking — features the gay man in his
most frequent role, that of the psycho-
pathic killer, and the lesbian in hers, the
dangerous predator. Clips of American
films from 1930 to the present predomi-
nate, but the presentation incorporates
scenes from Canadian, Chinese, German,
Greek, Italian, French and British movies
as well. Among the stars featured in
“Psycho Killers” are Barbara Stanwyck,
Marlon Brando, Peter Lorre, Liv Ullman,
Candice Bergen, Rod Steiger, Farley
Granger, Ingrid Pitt, Elizabeth Ashley,
Sandy Dennis and Tom Berenger.
Material represented includes serious
drama, camp comedies, a James Bond
thriller, a cartoon and even a 1960s educa-
tional film that warns children to stay
away from the “red light” people. This
“they’re out to get you” message about
lesbians and gay men is recurrent in
countless mainstream movies, and is the
main theme of this well-researched sur-
vey.

~ -The film will-be-premiered.at-the Nuart-
Theatre in West Los Angeles, at 3:00pm
and 7:30pm on Sun., Aug. 23. Tickets will
be $10, with proceeds to benefit GLAAD.
For more information, see the attached
flier in this issue of GLAAD/LA Reports, or
call the GLAAD office (213) 463-3632.

No Honor Badge for
Boy Scouts

In a June 4 news conference, Buford Hill,
spokesperson for The Boy Scouts of
America, called on supporters to contact
United Way, Levi Strauss, Bank of
America and Wells Fargo Bank, all of
which recently decided to end Scout
funding because of the Scouts’ discrimi-
natory policies, to show they support the
Scouts’ exclusion of gays. John Stafford of
United Way of the Bay Area, said he
expected a big response to Hill’s call
because the Scouts’ organization is so
large. “Their approach to this further con-
firms our sense of having done the right

% ®

thing,” Stafford said. “What (Hill) said
yesterday is he wants to show these com-
panies where America’s values really are.
He’s trying to mobilize homophobia in
America.” Stafford suggested that people
who support the United Way’s funding
decision write letters to the Editors of
newspapers. Spokespeople at Levi’s, Bank
of America and Wells Fargo reported a
high volume of calls on Scout funding.
Send your comments to: Ms. Liz Ahern,
Director of Consumer Affairs, Levi
Strauss & Co., 1155 Battery Street, San
Francisco 94111; or call toll-free: 1-800-
USA-LEVL

Karen Wegmann, President, Wells
Fargo Foundation, 420 Montgomery,
12th floor, San Francisco 94163.

Bank of America, Don Mullane,
Executive Vice President, Bank of
America Corporate Community
Development 246, P.O. Box 37000, San
Francisco 94137.

National Office, Boy Scouts of
America, Ben E. Love, Chairman, P.O.

~Box 152079, Irving,TX 75015; ~=———emea—

Magic May Resign
from AIDS Panel

Earvin (Magic) Johnson is threatening
to resign from the National Commission
on AIDS. Citing the Bush
Administration’s response to the AIDS
epidemic Magic said, “Every time we ask
for more funding or adequate funding,
we get shot down by the President.”
Johnson was being interviewed on CNN.
“Whether it’s care, hospice, housing or
whatever, we just can’t get the funding.
We have the plan, but we can’t imple-
ment the plan because we don’t have the
funding, so it’s really frustrating...You're
up against a brick wall.” Johnson also
assailed the Administration for not pro-
moting more aggressive AIDS education
efforts. When asked who he would sup-
port in the upcoming presidential elec-
tion, he replied, “It definitely won’t be the
President.”
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Yes, I want to help stop bigotry in the media. Enclosed is

Not all gay

bashers use my tax-deductible donation of:
afistor S 0$250  O$100  3$50  O$5  O$
weapon. : Name

: Address
Someuse : c, State Zip
apenora Phone Tax ID#95-4242716
camera.

Outreach Committee meeting

GLAAD/LA HOTLINE: (213) 931-9429

(213) 931-9GAY

Monitor /Response Committee meeting

Monitor /Response Committee meeting

V¥Send to: GLAAD/LA P.O. Box 931763 Hollyyood, CA 90093-1763V

DY MEDIA GUIDE

TELEVISION NETWORKS

ABC Entertainment (310)557-7777

Robert Iger, Pres., 2020 Ave. of the Stars, Los
Angeles ,CA 90067

CBS Entertainment (213)852-2345

Jeff Sagansky, Pres., 7800 Beverly Boulevard, Los
Angeles, CA 90036

NBC Entertainment (818)840-4444

Warren Littlefield, Pres., 3000 West Alameda
Ave., Burbank, CA 91523

Fox Broadcasting (310)277-2211

Peter Chernin, Pres., P.O. Box 900, Beverly Hills,
CA 90213

TELEVISION STATIONS

KCBS (213)460-3000 (Ch. 2)

Steve Gigliotti, Gen. Mgr. 6121 W. Sunset Blvd
Hollywood CA 90028 N

KNBC (818)840-4444 (Ch. 4)

John Rohrbeck, Gen. Mgr.,3000 W. Alameda Ave.,
Burbank CA 91505

KTLA (213)460-5500 (Ch. 5)

Steven A. Bell, Gen. Mgr., 5800 W. Sunset Blvd.,
Holl; CA 90028

KABC (213)557-7777 (Ch. 7)

Terry Crofoot, Gen. Mgr., 4151 Prospect Ave.,
Hollywood CA 90027

KCAL (213)467-5459 (Ch. 9)

David Woodcock, Gen. Mgr., 5515 Melrose
Ave,Los Angeles, CA 90038

KTTV (213)856-1000 (Ch. 11)

Greg Nathanson, Gen. Mgr., 5746 Sunset Blvd.,
Hollywood CA 90028

KCOP (213)851-1000 (Ch. 13)

Bill Frank, Gen. Mgr., 915 N. La Brea Ave., Los
Angeles CA 90038

KCET (213)666-6500 ( PBS Ch. 28)

William Cobin, Pres., 4401 Sunset Blvd.,
Hollywood CA 90027

KMEX (213)466-3434 (Ch. 34)

Michael Martinez, Gen. Mgr., 6255 Sunset Blvd.,
Los Angeles CA 90038

KVEA (213)502-5700

Agustin Martinez, Gen. Mgr., 1139 Grand Central
Ave,, Glendale CA 91201

RADIO STATIONS

KABC (213)840-4900

George Green, Pres., 3321 S. La Cienega Blvd,,
Los Angles CA 90016

KFI-640 AM (213)385-0101

Howard Neal, Gen. Mgr., 610 S. Ardmore, Los
Angeles CA 90005

KFWB News 98 (213)462-5392

Chris Claus, Gen. Mgr., 6230 Yucca St.,
Hollywood Ca 90028

KNX-AM News Radio (213)460-3343

George Nicholaw, V.P., 6121 W. Sunset Blvd.
Holl; CA 90028

KPFK-FM (818)985-2711

Alan Fong, Gen. Mgr., 3729 Cahuenga Blvd.W,
North Hollywood Ca 91604

NEWSPAPERS

La Opinion (213)622-8332

411 W. Fifth S., Los Angeles CA 90013

Los Angeles Times (213)237-7000

Times Mirror Square, Los Angeles CA 90053
The Daily News (818)713-3000

P.O. Box 4200, Woodland Hills CA 91365
The Outlook (310)829-6811

P.O. Box 590, Santa Monica CA 90406

The Orange County Register (714)835-1234
625 N. Grand Ave., Santa Ana CA 92701

MOTION PICTURE STUDIOS

Sony Pictures Corp. (518)280-8000

Peter Guber, CEO, 10202 W. Washington Bl,,
Culver City CA 90232

MCA/Universal (818)777-1000

Lew Wasserman, CEO, 100 Univedrsal City Plaza,
Universal City Ca 91608

Paramount Studios (213)956-5000

Stanley Jaffe ,CEO,5555 Melrose Ave., Los
Angeles CA 90038

The Walt Disney Co. (818)560-1000

Michael Eisner, CEO, 500 S. Buena Vista, Burbank
CA 91521

20th Century Fox (310)277-2211

Barry Diller, CEO, P.O. Box 900, Beverly Hills, CA
90213
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David Smith is New GLAAD/LA Executive Director

The Board of Directors of GLAAD/LA
is pleased to announce the appointment
of David M. Smith as the new Executive
Director of GLAAD/LA. David has been
the Director of Public Information at the
Los Angeles Gay & Lesbian Community
Services Center since Aug. 1990. He was
responsible for enhancing the Center’s
public profile through =
media activism, advertis-
ing, and public service
announcements. In his
capacity working with
the news media (both
gay and non-gay), he has
been described by several

country. The committee read each resume
and narrowed the pool to eight highly
qualified people (including four men, four
women, and one person of color). Each of
the eight was interviewed by members of
the Search Committee who questioned the
candidates on their experiences with non-
profit organizations, fund-raising interest,
gay and lesbian activism,
and media expertise.

The Search Committee
then brought the top two
@ candidates to meet with
the Board of Directors.
The candidates each pre-
%2 sented their views and

in the media as the most
knowledgeable and most
effective media spokesperson for the gay
and lesbian community.

Prior to his work at the Center, David
was Public Relations Coordinator for
Christopher Street West for two years
where he designed and implemented
media and public relations strategies and
programs. He also served as
Communications Director for a small non-
profit health care agency, coordinating
media relations and administrative sup-
port services. A native of Los-Altos,
California, David brings the skills, com-
mitment, vision and motivation to fulfill
GLAAD/LA’s mission of promoting bal-
anced and accurate images of lesbians
and gays in the media and of fighting
defamation and discrimination against
lesbians and gays.

The Executive Director Search
Committee (Peter Nardi, Chair; Jehan
Agrama, Stephanie Farrington-
Domingue, Dean Hansell, Richard
Jennings, and Kareh Wilson) received
over 80 applications from around the

David Smith GLAAD/LA's new Executive Director.

visions about GLAAD at
separate sessions. At its
Aug. 11 Board meeting, the Board
approved the recommendation of the
Search Committee and selected David
Smith to be our new Executive Director.

“One Life to Live” Tackles
Major Gay and Lesbian Issues

In the melodramatic world of daytime
dramas, it is encouraging to see a sensitive
and realistic portrayal of a gay teen. On
June 18, 1992, a gay(Continued on Page 8)




From Invisibility to Violence: How the Media Covers Minorities

by Charlotte Innes, Co-Chair, Monitor & Response Committee

GLAADJ|LA Co-Presidents Jehan Agrama
and Dean Hansell are on well-earned vaca-
tions and I was asked to write a column in
their place. I'd like to bring to your attention
the issues raised at our July 28th General
Meeting, how the media covers minorities.

First, let me thank our Acting Executive
Director, Chris Fowler, for the use of his
notes; my fellow board member, Peter Nardi,
for moderating the panel and our panelists
who spoke with passion and insight on a diffi-
cult subject. The panelists were: Alan Acosta,
assistant metropolitan editor, Los Angeles
Times; Marcia Choo, program director, Asian
Pacific American Dispute Resolution Center;
Christina Gonzales, reporter, KTTV-TV (Fox)
News; Sandra Evers Manly, President,
Beverly Hills/Hollywood NAACP; Howard
Rosenberg, columnist and TV critic, Los
Angeles Times; and Joel Tan, founder of
Colors United.

The idea for this panel came in the after-
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unrest that followed — what some people
called “riots” and others an “uprising” or
“rebellion.” The word you choose
depends on your perspective, and you
might say that the division between
media and community started right there,
with the mainstream media talking
“riots,” and with many in the community
protesting that loaded word. For my own
part, I simply wanted to do something
about the in-your-face, no context TV cov-
erage — and about something I can only
describe as a sense of helplessness. I
remember standing on the roof of my
apartment building in the mid-Wilshire
district, watching the columns of smoke
around me. For the first time in the two-
and-a-half years I've lived in Los Angeles,
I thought: This is my city — my city that’s
being swallowed up in this craziness. I
felt frustration, fear, anger, and then:
what can I do about this?

One of the reasons I'm involved with
GLAAD is because I have a belief in
change. Bit by bit, chip by chip, it’s possi-
ble to shift attitudes that inform bigotry.
And it can be done more effectively if
those who are oppressed join tegether
Standing on my roof that day, watching
the city go up in smoke, I suspect I was

not immune to that of “The Other,” to the
prejudice that everyone, however enlight-
ened, retains deep within themselves. But
I also know that I, like most gays and les-
bians, have some inkling of the nature of
the prejudice. Those of us who are gay
and of color know it doubly. And women,
of course, battle sexism every day. I
believe we gay and lesbian people recog-
nize only too well the importance of con-
necting with other groups, respecting our
sameness and our differences, while try-
ing to work together. It’s one reason why
GLAAD is a member of the Media Image
Coalition, an alliance of minority groups
battling media bias in all areas. And it’s
also the reason we decided on this panel,
as part of our response to the riots/upris-
ing.

Of course, we didn’t hope to solve the
problems of the world in one night. We'
simply wanted a forum that brought
together people with different — even

math-of-the-Rodney-King-verdict and-the— ~opposing = perspectives, to hash out

some of the problems, and perhaps sug-
gest one or two solutions. I do think we
raised some important issues. We noted
that the riot coverage, good and bad,
raised questions about whether reporting
can inflame people, and whether
reporters should be sensitive to that, and
what does it mean to be a responsible
journalist? We pointed out the influential
nature of TV which can show things as
they are happening, whereas newspapers
appear the next day. We condemned
inappropriate editorializing and called for
important events to be set in context. We
worried about the media’s lack of under-
standing of the complexity of minority
issues.

Our panelists noted that stereotyping
and invisibility are the two major prob-
lems. I know that one of our biggest
gripes was that some of the media didn’t
understand that the Simi Valley Protest
was a gay and lesbian organized event —
perhaps because they saw many women
and people of color, and they’ve got it
stuck in their minds that gay people are
all white men. Marcia Choo said that she
and other Koreans are looked on as for-
eigners; people are surprised, she said,
when she speaks(Continued on Page 8)



“Mo’” Money” — No

Tolerance

As reported last month in GLAAD/LA
Reports, the summer Damon Wayans film
“Mo’ Money” goes out of its way to abuse
gay male stereotypes, and irresponsibly
furthers inaccurate myths about HIV
transmission. The film is about two guys
searching for the perfect con. Stumbling
on a credit card scam, they find a way to
buy whatever they want. In one scene,
they enter a jewelry store where two
workers have just finished telling a story
about their (heterosexual) escapades of
the night before. The two con artists
(Damon Wayans and his brother Marlon)
then approach the counter as two very
effeminate gay men. They make a pass at
the guy behind the counter, make refer-
ences to the kind of jewels they want
(pointing at the jewelry story clerk’s
crotch, “we likes ‘em big”), and then
attempt a purchase. When the clerk asks
for their ID, one of them sneezes. The
clerk is obviously nervous, and recogniz-
ing this, the two sneeze together, five or
six times, until the clerk says he doesn’t
need any ID. (Interestingly, during no
other scene where they purchase items
with the credit cards are they asked for an
ID.)

The film is offensive to many kinds of
people, relying on stereotypes to portray
not just gay men, but also women and all
African-Americans. As GLAAD states, if
the stereotypes were placed in a context,
instead of being relied upon for sight gags
and as reference for deviate humor, then
they wouldn’t be considered offensive.
There is nothing wrong with portraying
characters who fit a stereotype. When
ALL we see are stereotypes, however,
then we are being mis-represented, and
that's defamatory.

The scene described is irresponsible in
its blatant abuse of the power of film as a
medium. With AIDS as a major health
crisis, to fan the flames of hysteria by
exploiting the fear of the transmission of
AIDS is worse than a sick joke. Damon
Wayans just doesn’t seem to get it — that
men and women are dying not only from
AIDS the disease, but also from the fear of
AIDS. When more films start reflecting

this reality, instead of exploiting the fear,
we might see less fear and more accep-
tance. Write Mr. Wayans and give him
your thoughts on “Mo” Money”: Wife N’
Kids Productions, 10202 W. Washington
Blvd., Capra Building, Room 212, Culver
City, CA 90232.

Damon Wayans is set to write, star in,
and produce another film with Columbia,
titled “Blankman.” Let the people at
Columbia Pictures know how you feel
about Mr. Wayans’ last project: Mark
Canton, Chairman, Columbia Pictures;
Mark Gill, PR Director, Columbia
Pictures at 10202 W. Washington Blvd.,
Culver City, CA 90232,

From Invisibility to...

"Melrose Place” - A

Place in the Sun?

“Melrose Place” (FOX-TV, Ch. 11) is up
and running and is a big hit, thanks in
part to its cushy Wed. night 9:00pm time-
slot behind “Beverly Hills 90210” and also
in part to Fox’s incredible publicity cam-
paign. However, there’s good news and
bad. The good,
a-mong the tren-
dy, eight per-
son, twenty-
something char-
acters, is Matt
Fielding, played
by Doug Savant,
who is a gay
activist. The bad
news is he
hasn’t  been
given much to
do. After two
quick lines in the opening episode, no
mention of sexuality has occurred in sub-
sequent episodes and, outside of saying
hello to his complex neighbors, he barely
receives any camera time. Statistics show
the majority of gay bashers are between
the ages of 16 and 21. The demographics
on “Melrose Place” are skewed right
*towards this age group. This is a great
chance, if not to change the minds of gay

Doug Savant:
Fan Club Anyone?
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bashers, then perhaps make their friends
and families more aware of the problems
of homophobia. Your letters can help
ensure we don’t lose another character to
invisibility. Let’s thank the producers for
having the courage to include a gay per-
son, but we’d like to see more of him. You
could suggest story lines, or that Matt be
given a few friends, perhaps lesbians and
people of color. Write: Darren Star,
Executive Producer, Spelling
Enterprises, 5700 Wilshire Blvd., Los
Angeles, 90036.

Democrats Do it Right

Did you catch the Democratic National
Convention in July in New York? If you
didn’t you missed two impassioned
speeches by people living with HIV dur-
ing the evening session on ]uly 14 The
ronmental advisor. He ) spoke about hvmg
with HIV throughout the Reagan/Bush
era. He mentioned that if Bush wins he
may not survive four more years without
Federal funding for HIV research and
Federal health care benefits for all.
Speaking next was Elizabeth Glaser, co-
founder of the Pediatric AIDS Foundation
and wife of Paul Michael Glaser of
“Starsky & Hutch” fame. She told a tear-
filled audience that her daughter, infected
lactically by her after a blood transfusion
during birth trauma, did not survive the
Reagan era and that she, herself may not
survive the Bush era because of lack of
funding for HIV research.

Although the coverage was mostly
great, there were several snags. Tom
Brokaw, commenting on the convention
for NBC-TV News right after these speak-
ers, made the harebrained observation
that “...there are those who believe that in
the fierce competition for federal funds,
cancer and heart disease may lose out to
AIDS.” Locally, KNBC-TV couldn’t
muster enough insight to even show this
important event on its 11 o’clock news.
Both KABC-TV and KCBS-TV covered

this historic occurence with KABC-TV

including reactions from local gays and

lesbians. Write: Nancy Valenta, News
Director, KNBC-TV News, 3000
Alameda Street, Burbank, CA 91505.

“New Cool Queer”

UCLA recently hosted two sold out
nights of queer student films made by les-
bian and gay students. The program,
titled “New Cool Queer,” was sponsored
by various UCLA groups, including the
Department of Film and Television, and
showcased the recent work of four gradu-
ate students. Shorts by Megan Siler,
Christine Rasmussen and Joel Mendias
were shown as well as a feature, “In Love
Forever...Tonight,” written and directed
by Edgar Michael Bravo. All four of these
films explore different aspects of living as
a gay man or lesbian and featured a wide
ranging diversity. It was an exciting body
of work from these young filmmakers.

- Those that were Jucky enough to.attend

the showings received a detailed program
that contained info on the filmmakers and
a thought provoking essay by one of the
organizers of the event, Edward O'Neil,
on why Queer Film is important to not
just lesbian and gay culture, but all cul-
ture. “New Cool Queer” is the first event
organized by Tactical Screenings, a UCLA
graduate student organization that seeks
to make specific interventions in film cul-
ture. Contact: UCLA, Department of
Film and Television, 405 Hilgard
Avenue, Los Angeles 90024; Tactical
Screenings, Attention: Edgar Michael
Bravo, 1093 Broxton Ave., #575, Los
Angeles 90024.

KNX Panel on
Gay/Lesbian Rights

Congratulations and thanks are in order
for Steve Smith, the openly gay Director
of Community Services at KNX
Newsradio 1070 in Los Angeles. Steve
pushed for his station to produce “Gay



and Lesbian Rights: Civil Liberties or
Special Privileges?”, a June 23 roundtable
discussion in connection with the Los
Angeles Times and the Los Angeles Public
Library. Steve produced and moderated
the session, which featured attorney Mary
Newcombe from Lambda Legal Defense
and Education Fund; Eric Marcus, author
of the best seller Making History: The
Struggle for Gay and Lesbian Equal Rights;
Los Angeles Times columnist Tim Rutten;
Los Angeles City Council member Joel
Wachs; and conservative activist David
Lewellyn. GLAAD/LA Acting Executive
Director Chris Fowler and board member
Karen Wilson were in attendance, along
with about 100 in the audience. Brief pro-
motional announcements about the ses-
sion aired on KNX Newsradio more than
100 times in the month preceding the
roundtable. They were followed by 10
post-roundtable feature stories airing in
the day immediately following the event.
The Times and the Library also promoted
the evening. Why not send a note of grati-
tude to-KNX Newsradio Vice President
and General Manager George Nicholaw,
KNX Newsradio, 6121 Sunset Boulevard,
Hollywood 90028.

Lesbian/Gay Country

Billboard magazine devoted a July 25
cover story to the previously unreported
topic of gay and lesbian consumers and
the new surge in country music. The arti-
cle moved past k.d. lang and focused on
the popularity of country theme nights at
gay clubs in Mobile, Alabama and
Minneapolis to an interview with mem-
bers of the band Confederate Railroad.
One Arkansas club owner observed that
the interest in country music breaks down
long-running stereotypes about disco and
opera while a Nashville Atlantic-label
record executive called the gay/lesbian
consumer base “a compliment to the
industry.”

The piece, written by Debbie Holley and
Larry Flick, also targeted the refusal by
country acts to perform at AIDS benefits
and gay/lesbian-themed events. One
executive is quoted as saying that inter-

views in lesbian and gay magazines could
cause their acts to lose support from their
“core audiences.” Ultimately, however,
most industry representatives indicated
their enthusiasm at an expanded country
audience - - and expanded industry prof-
its, of course. Comments can be directed
to: Timothy White, Editor-in-Chief,
Billboard Publications, Inc., 1515
Broadway, New York 10036.

New Republic Spotlights
Gay/Lesbian Studies

Why should universities be encouraged
to teach gay and lesbian studies? That
question grabbed the cover story of the
July 20 New Republic with a defense by
Brown University professor Martha
Nussbaum. Nussbaum tied together clas-
sical sources like Aristophanes with the
1986 anti-gay Supreme Court decision
Bowers vs. Hardwick and argues that to
be good citizens of the world we must
understand the world’s complex issues
like homosexuality. Good students, she
writes, must be willing to provide
“...searching criticism of traditional
belief.”

When Nussbaum began introducing gay
and lesbian materials in the mid-1980s,
people throughout the campus began
questioning her “real motive,” asking her,
in effect, to define her sexual orientation
as well. (Ms. Nussbaum eventually
“revealed” herself as a heterosexual.) Ms.
Nussbaum endeavors to show that the
opposition to gay studies is an attack on
the Western tradition of learning and rea-
son.

Recent editions of the New Republic
shows what a difference a gay member of
an editorial staff can make. Under the
leadership of Editor Andrew Sullivan, the
magazine has looked at a variety of les-
bian and gay topics. Editor Sullivan
recently noted, at a gay and lesbian jour-
nalists’ conference, that he had trouble
last year convincing his advertisers to go
With ‘a Silence=Death” cover story. The
issue became the biggest selling copy of

GLAAD®SEPTEMBER
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the year. Comments to: Martin Peretz,
Editor-in-Chief, New Republic, 1220 19th
Street, NW, Washington DC, 20036.

Time Marches On

The Aug. 3 issue of Time Magazine
included two good gay or lesbian related
articles. As part of a grouping of stories
on the AIDS epidemic was “An Identity
Forged in Flames,” a three page piece by
William Henry III on the impact of HIV
on the gay male community. It discussed
how the virus has affected gay relation-
ships, how the government and society’s
deplorable reaction to the epidemic has
radicalized thousands, and how the epi-
demic has increased the visibility of gay
men and therefore heterosexual under-
standing. In the same issue was an article

- by Priscilla Painton, “After Willie Horton,.

Are Gays Next?” This short piece report-
ed on attempts by Republican strategists
to promote and exploit homophobia for
political advantage. Time seems to me
moving ahead of its competitors
Newsweek and US News & World Report in
its coverage of lesbian and gay issues.
Support this trend by writing: Jason
McManus, Editor-in-Chief, Time
Magazine, Time & Life Building,
Rockefeller Center, New York 10020.

US and the Sexual

Revolution

The Aug. edition of US magazine, a
“special issue” on “The Sexual Revolution
in Movies, Music & TV” included a great
piece on lesbian and gay depictions in cin-
ema. The writer, openly gay director Tom
Kalin, spoke from personal experience
about the need for positive lesbian and
gay images, and about the damage done
by the relentless stereotyping of
Hollywood films. It was great to see not

only an out-of-the-closet writer in US, but
also an intelligent discussion of “hetero-
sexual paranoia” as manifested in films
like “Cruising,” “Bird on a Wire,” “Basic
Instinct” and others. Write: Ian Birch,
Editor, US, 1290 Avenue of the Americas,
New York 10104.

Library Homophobia
Update

As reported in earlier GLAAD/LA
Reports, homophobia in the Los Angeles
Public Library system surfaced last year
when a poem by Langston Hughes was
pulled from the Library’s Gay and
Lesbian History Month awareness cam-
paign. In response, the City Human
Relations Commission produced a well-
researched report on how the library
could implement changes for greater tol-
erance and inclusion of lesbian and gay
issues. That report was sent to the
Mayor’s office last December, awaiting
the Mayor’s recognition and transmission
of the report to the Library Commission.
Unfortunately, the Mayor did not send
the report, and the Library Commission
refused to acknowledge its existence
without the official transmission from the
Mayor.

With urging from GLAAD, the library’s
gay and lesbian employee’s union,
PFLAG, and Project 10, the Mayor has
since forwarded the report to the Library
Commission. The Library Commission
will now hopefully act on the report’s
suggestions. In previous reports from
meetings with the Library Commission
and the City Librarian, Elizabeth
Hernandez Smith, however, this might
not be an easily accomplished task.

You can encourage the Library’s leader-
ship to seriously consider the recommen-
dations of the City Human Relations
Commission by writing Frank W. Perry,
President, Library Commission, 548 S.
Spring Street, 12th Floor, Los Angeles,
90013. You can also write the City
Librarian, Elizabeth Hernandez Smith at
630 W, 5th Street, Los Angeles 90017.



GLAAD/LA Reports to
Feature Letters and

Responses

We need your help and would like to
hear from you. Starting with this issue we
will be printing a selected letter and/or
response that has been sent in support of
the educational and media-monitoring
activities of GLAAD/LA. Send a copy of
your letter and/or a copy of any response
to: GLAAD/LA Reports, Attn.: Carl
Matthes, Editor, P.O. Box 931763,
Hollywood, 90093. Deadline for possible
inclusion in the Nov. issue is Thursday,
Sept. 3. '

This month we reprint a letter from
Anne-Imelda Radice, Acting Chairperson
of the National Endowment for the Arts
(NEA) to GLAAD/LA Board member
Charlotte Innes. In her letter to Ms.
Radice, Charlotte paraphrased her lead
article from the June issue of the
GLAAD/LA Reports about criteria for NEA
funding. The response:

“Dear Ms. Innes:

Thank you for your letter. Differing
points of view are a hallmark of a representa-
tive democracy such as ours, and I appreciate
your taking the time to share your views with
me. I and all of the employees of the
Endowment believe strongly in the arts and
the role the NEA plays to encourage the posi-
tive contributions of the arts to our society.
Though we may have different perspectives, 1
believe we share a dedication to the growth
and prosperity of the arts in this country. As a
federal agency, the NEA has a diverse con-
stituency, and it tries to be responsive to all
members of that constituency. Thank you, as
one of our constituents, for letting me know
how you feel.”

GLAADI/LA Reports to
Accept Advertising

We're very happy to be able to tell you
that, starting with the October issue,
GLAAD/LA Reports will be accepting
advertisements. GLAAD/LA Reports is

mailed to more than 8,500 members and
supporters informing them about local
and national media coverage and treat-
ment of lesbian and gay issues. It provides
an effective and proven way to reach
thousands of concerned, responsible les-
bian and gay community members — the
friends of GLAAD/LA.

Information about ad sizes, prices, dead-
lines, special positions, etc. are available
by calling to: Margo Strik at (213) 259-
9208. (Deadline for submission of ad copy
for the October issue will be Sept. 8.)

We know you'll feel good about sup-
porting GLAAD/LA Reports and hope you
will be among our Charter Advertisers.

Research Volunteers
Needed

Do you have gay or lesbian children,
grandchildren, aunts, uncles, brothers,
sisters, nieces, nephews, cousins, parents
or other relatives? .

If so, you are being invited to partici-
pate in a family study of “Biological
Determinants of Human Sexuality,” spon-
sored by the National Institute of Health
(NIH). The aim of the study is to deter-
mine whether the development of sexual
orientation isinfluenced by heredity. To
participate, you need to be at least 18
years old and have TWO OR MORE adult
gay or lesbian relatives. The study orga-
nizers are interested in two types of fami-
lies: 1) those in which there are three or
more gay men or lesbians; 2) those in
which both of the parents and the pater-
nal grandfather of a gay person are avail-
able for participation.

You will be interviewed in private by a
gay-positive researcher, and will donate a
blood sample. Your identity and partici-
pation in the project will be strictly confi-
dential. Travel expenses and per diem
will be paid by the NIH.

If you think that your family might
qualify for this study and are interested in
volunteering, please contact: Dr. Dean
Hamer, National Institute of Health
(NIH), Bldg. 37 Rm. 4A13, Bethesda, MD
20892; Collect calls to: (301)402-2709.
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"One Life to Live" continued

(Continued from Page 1)male high school
student came out of the closet on ABC-
TV’s “One Life to Live,” (Ch. 7, 1:00pm,
weekdays) marking the first
time a daytime soap opera
has dealt with the issue of
teen homosexuality. This
has given the series an
opportunity to depict the
bigotry and fear a commu-
nity faces when dealing
with gays and lesbians, as
well as the issues people
have been confronted with
which test their principles,
their religious beliefs and
their compassion. The gay
teen, Billy Douglas (Actor
Ryan Phillipe), confided in
his best friend, Joey Buchanan, that he is
gay. The characterization of Billy is
notable in its honesty and sensitivity.
When Billy came out to Joey, he exhibited
the real fear and apprehension of an ado-
lescent coming to terms with his sexuali-
ty. Joey was shocked and had trouble
dealing with Billy’s disclosure, but he has
worked hard to understand and their
friendship has grown stronger.

Billy sought and received support from
Reverend Andrew Carpenter, and their
discussion on the July 26 episode was an
honest and positive portrayal of a “com-
ing-out” experience. Among the issues he
discussed with the minister was how the
lack of positive media images has made it
harder for him to deal with his sexuality.
The glut of “girly boys, child molesters
and psychotic killers” have provided him
no images with which to identify. Rev.
Carpenter concluded the conversation by
emphasizing that Billy’s problem is not
that he is gay but that he has to deal with
ignorant and intolerant social attitudes.

The series is now dealing with more
than one “gay issue.” Marty, a troubled
teenager who was rejected by the
Reverend, began spreading false rumors
that Rev. Carpenter is gay and tried to
make advances toward Billy. Meanwhile,
because Billy has been under immense
pressure, he went on a drinking binge
which almost cost him his life. Andrew
urged Billy to come out to his mother. She

Actor Ryan Philllppe portrays gay
teen onOne Life to Live.

appears to have figured out that Billy is
gay but his father is still homophobic and
unsupportive. He then came out to his
father, who severely rejected him. The
new police commissioner, during the
Aug. 4 episode, demanded
that police officer Maggie
Vega give him the names of
gay and lesbian members of
the force, calling them
deviants with unnatural
lifestyles who can easily be
corrupted. He told her that
her badge was on the line,
and she would be suspend-
ed if she didn’t cooperate.
Maggie stood by her princi-
ples, and refused to give
him any names, saying that
“these are all good cops,
and what they do in the bedroom does
not affect their work.” She and two others
were suspended for not “naming names.”
The intelligence, fairness, accuracy, and
sensitivity behind the writing, acting,
directing, and*producing makes this‘some
of the best programming on television
today. To give much deserved and much
needed thanks and encouragement to
“One Life To Live” and ABC-TV for
showing that there is more than one way
to live a life, write to Linda Gottlieb,
Executive Producer, “One Life To Live”,
ABC-TV, 40 West 66th Street, New York,
NY 10023 and Dennis Swanson,
President of ABC Sports, Daytime, and
Children’s Programing, 47 West 66th
Street, 13th Floor, New York, NY 10023.

Invisibility to Violence continued

(Continued from Page 2) English without
an accent. She noted the sudden increase
of stories about the Korean community in
the press — a nice result, but she was sad
that it took an uprising for Koreans to
enter the public consciousness. That’s the
problem, said Sandra Evers Manly.
Unless there’s a gang-banging or a riot or
a protest going on, the media ignores us.
Even our own gay and lesbian media is
racist, Joel Tan pointed out. He brought
with him copies of gay and lesbian maga-
zines and showed how Asians are often
viewed as the playthings of white people,



and how people of color are often exclud-
ed from coverage. Peter Nardi raised the
question of who covers minorities. Can a
black person cover the black community,
a gay person write on gay issues?
Panelists seemed to agree that while all
journalists should be knowledgeable
about all things, there are times when a
little extra sensitivity helps. For instance,
how does a newspaper largely staffed by
white, English speaking reporters and
editors cover the Korean community
where the majority of residents don’t
speak English?

Panelists offered solutions, from re-writ-
ing media style guides to actively solicit-
ing minority opinions, to hiring minority
reporters and editors. Alan Acosta noted
that, though the Los Angeles Times is “the
last bastion of colonialism” in Los
Angeles and that only 15% of the editorial
staff is non-white, this is changing. More
minorities are being hired and there will
be a special South-Central edition to cover
previously ignored communities. Marcia
Choo said that change needed to come
from the top. There should be more train-
ing of management, more mentoring of
minorities. Howard Rosenberg thought
that TV should devote one hour a week of
prime time informing viewers about dif-
ferent communities. “Fifty percent of the
media is educable,” he added. “And they

need to be lobbied.” Christina Gonzales.

offered herself as a resource. “Associate
yourself with a reporter,” she urged.
“We're the ones who need to know who
you are.”

Never forget, said Sandra Evers Manly,
that the media molds the perceptions of
the world at large. “We let the media off
easy,” she said. “We should remember
that the media is educating our children.”

And our policy-makers. For the real
problem is much larger. It has to do with
the leadership of this county and its cal-
lous disregard for poorer citizens and for
those who are different. But we can
change that. And not just with dollars,
either. As Joel Tan rightly pointed out:
Together we are not a minority, but a
majority. We need only connect. For
together we can change the media, which
has the power to change attitudes — and
this public policy. And then maybe, just
maybe, a crisis like the Rodney King ver-

dict and its aftermath can be a good
instrument for change.

Resource Guide

GLAAD/LA is compiling a resource
guide of community organizations to be
distributed to the media as part of
GLAAD’s campaign to counter stereo-
types and misinformation about lesbians
and gay men and to promote accurate
media portrayals. To aid us in presenting
an accurate and current guide to available
resources please send a letter to
GLAAD/LA with the following informa-
tion: Name of Organization, Address,
City, Zip, Phone, Media Contact Person,
Media Contact Phone, Brief Description of
Purpose and Activities. Send to:
GLAAD/LA Outreach Committee, Atin.:
Charlotte Innes, Community Resource
Guide, P.O. Box 931763, Hollywood
90093; (213) 463-3632.

Anti-Homophobia
Curriculum

Homophobia: Discrimination based on Sexual
Orientation is a 40-page, 5-part lesson plan
for junior and high school students. This
curriculum contains lesson plans, supple-
mentary readings and a bibliography.
The lessons are entitled: Homophobia and
Violence, A Lesson In History, Dispelling
Muyths and Falsehoods, Troubled Teens, and
Preparing Your Class for Speakers on
Homosexuality. Each lesson plan has a
teacher’s guide which includes objectives,
vocabulary, teaching strategy, discussion
questions and activities. The lesson on
history includes a chronology of impor-
tant events in the lesbian/gay rights
movement and a list of famous historical
figures who are known to have had les-
bian/gay relationships. The curriculum
has been approved for use in the Los
Angeles Unified School District. To order
please send $12.50 (includes shipping and
handling) to GLAAD/LA, P.O. Box
931763 Hollywood 90093. You can also
purchase copies at A Different Light
Bookstore.
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Executive Director’s Report
by Chris Fowler

For the past year, a group of dedicated individuals have
been working on ensuring that future generations of
Californians, and all U.S. kids, will learn about gay men
and lesbians from their school health books. Included in
this group are a number of dedicated individuals in
GLAAD'’s San Francisco Bay Area Chapter. You may have
heard of the project: Project 21.

Every six years or so, the California State Board of
Education creates a Framework of guide-
lines which are used to create the text books
that our children read in elementary and
high schools, and which set the curriculum
standards for health education in California
schools. Historically, health texts have never
referenced lesbian or gay lives — not in
relation to family, and not in relation to sex-
ual orientation. Recognizing the need to
address this inequality, Project 21 was creat-
ed, and they have been offering support to
the Commission designated by the State
Board of Education to develop the curricu-
lum guidelines for Board approval.” ~~ =" 7~ 7" 7

The Commission in fact created a set of guidelines that
included reference to6 same-sex parents (in a section on the
definition of family); a frank, factual recognition of what
gay and lesbian youths face in modern society, including
referencing the statistics on gay and lesbian suicide
(although stating: “family values and monogamous, het-
erosexual relationships are affirmed throughout the pro-
gram”); and inclusion under the definition of “youth” the
term “sexual orientation” in a laundry list of possible
defining terms. Also included in the suggestions are dis-
cussion about AIDS, contraception, and reproduction.

When the Commission presented its recommendations
to the State Board of Education, and a public hearing was
held, more than 67 witnesses testified before the Board,
including a strong showing among the Project 21 people,
parents of lesbian and gay children, and concerned citi-
zens. Unfortunately, this issue has been targeted by Lou
Sheldon and his group, and there were also a large num-
ber of witnesses testifying against the above-mentioned
inclusions. Instead of recognizing the reason behind the
Commission’s recommendations — that all children need
to know about all kinds of people — the Board chose to
recognize the potential political volatility of the situation.

The Board recommended that the Commission prepare
some revisions, including writing out many of the refer-
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Acting Executive Director Chris Fowler
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ences to sexual orientation and same-sex relationships.
The Commission will probably present its revisions to the
State Board of Education at its October Board meeting.

This issue is incredibly important. For at least the next
six to eight years, the guidelines that are approved will be
the final word of what is accepted and taught at California
public schools. In addition, what California’s State Board
of Education does will affect school districts across the
country, since many textbook publishing
companies will only make available to
school districts across the country the
texts that are written from the guidelines
established by California’s system.

It is important that the lesbian and gay
community, and our friends and family
express our views to the State Board of
Education on this issue. What is at stake
isn’t just what the Board feels is politically
appropriate at this time. Lives are at
stake: lives of lesbian and gay youths who
need recognition of their existence in texts
“and curricalum; lives of children from families with les-

bian or gay parents; and the very real power of the school
system to influence the opinions of all children who will
eventually make up their own minds about whether or
not to discriminate against or accept lesbians and gay
men.

To respond to this situation, please write Joseph Stein,
Chairman, State Board of Education, 721 Capitol Mall,
Sacramento, CA 94244; 916/657-5478, fax 916/657-5101.
Also send copies to Yvonne Johnson, Chair, Curriculum
Commission, P.O. Box 944272, Sacramento, CA 94244;
fax 916/327-6887.

Right now, a coalition is organizing to try to convince
the State Board of Education that it is politically advanta-
geous for them to approve this curriculum — in the way
that it was originally presented to them by the
Commission. Participating members on the coalition so
far include GLAAD/LA, GLAAD/SFBA, People For the
American Way (whose Vice President Michael Hudson
has been spearheading the project in Southern California),
the Freedom of Expression Network, Planned Parenthood,
PFLAG, and many more.

In addition, if you or someone you know has any con-
nections with individuals on the State Board of Education,
it is important that they receive calls urgently, urging
them to ensure the curriculum’s approval.

Bo- - D
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HANDY MEDIA GUIDE

TELEVISION NETWORKS

ABC Entertainment (310)557-7777

Robert Iger, Pres., 2020 Ave. of the Stars, Los
Angeles ,CA 90067

CBS Entertainment (213)852-2345

Jeff Sagansky, Pres., 7800 Beverly Boulevard, Los
Angeles, CA 90036

NBC Entertainment (818)840-4444

Warren Littlefield, Pres., 3000 West Alameda
Ave., Burbank, CA 91523

Fox Broadcasting (310)277-2211

Peter Chernin, Pres., P.O. Box 900, Beverly Hills,
CA 90213

TELEVISION STATIONS

KCBS (213)460-3000 (Ch. 2)

Steve Gigliotti, Gen. Mgr. 6121 W. Sunset Blvd
Hollywood CA 90028

KNBC (818)840-4444 (Ch. 4)

Reed Manville, Gen. Mgr., 3000 W. Alameda Ave.,,
Burbank CA 91505

KTLA (213)460-5500 (Ch. 5)

Greg Nathanson, Gen. Mgr., 5800 W. Sunset
Bivd., Hollywood CA 90028

KABC (310)557-7777 (Ch. 7)

Terry Crofoot, Gen. Mgr., 4151 Prospect Ave.,
Holl; CA 90027

KCAL (213)467-5459 (Ch. 9)

David Woodcock, Gen. Mgr., 5515 Melrose
Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90038

KTTV (213)856-1000 (Ch. 11)

Mitchell Stern, Stat. Mgr., 5746 Sunset Blvd.,
Hollywood CA 90028

KCOP (213)851-1000 (Ch. 13)

Bill Frank, Gen. Mgr., 915 N. La Brea Ave., Los
Angeles CA 90038

KCET (213)666-6500 ( PBS Ch. 28)

William Kobin, Pres., 4401 Sunset Blvd.,
Holl CA 90027

KMEX (213)466-3434 (Ch. 34)

Michael Martinez, Gen. Mgr., 6255 Sunset Blvd.,
Los Angeles CA 90038

KVEA (213)502-5700

Agustin Martinez, Gen. Mgr., 1139 Grand Central
Ave,, Glendale CA 91201

RADIO STATIONS

KABC (310)840-4900

George Green, Pres., 3321 S. La Cienega Blvd.,
Los Angles CA 90016

KFI-640 AM (213)385-0101

Howard Neal, Gen. Mgr., 610 S. Ardmore, Los
Angeles CA 90005

KFWB News 98 (213)462-5392

Chris Claus, Gen. Mgr., 6230 Yucca St.,
Hollywood CA 90028

KNX-AM News Radio (213)460-3343

George Nicholaw, V.P., 6121 W. Sunset Blvd.
Hollywood CA 90028

KPFK-FM (818)985-2711

Alan Fong, Gen. Mgr., 3729 Cahuenga Blvd.W,
North Hollywood CA 91604

NEWSPAPERS

La Opinion (213)622-8332

411 W. Fifth St., Los Angeles CA 90013

Los Angeles Times (213)237-7000

Times Mirror Square, Los Angeles CA 90053
The Daily News (818)713-3000

P.O. Box 4200, Woodland Hills CA 91365
The Outlook (310)829-6811

P.O. Box 590, Santa Monica CA 90406

The Orange County Register (714)835-1234
625 N. Grand Ave., Santa Ana CA 92701

MOTION PICTURE STUDIOS

Sony Pictures Corp. (518)280-8000

Peter Guber, CEO, 10202 W. Washington Bl,
Culver City CA 90232

MCA/Universal (818)777-1000

Lew Wasserman, CEO, 100 Univedrsal City Plaza,
Universal City CA 91608

Paramount Studios (213)956-5000

Stanley Jaffe ,CEO,5555 Melrose Ave., Los
Angeles CA 90038

The Walt Disney Co. (818)560-1000

Michael Eisner, CEO, 500 S. Buena Vista, Burbank
CA 91521

20th Century Fox (310)277-2211

Rupert Murdoch, CEO, P.O. Box 900, Beverly
Hills, CA 90213
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WHEN THE LOCAL NEWS IS BREAKING USE THESE DIRECT PHONE LINES TO RESPOND:
KABC-TV “Eyewitness News,” Roger Bell, Manager - (213) 668-2800
KCBS-TV “Action News,” John Lipman, News Director - (213) 460-3000
KNBC-TV, Nancy Valenta, News Director - (818) 840-3425
KFWB News 98 Radio - (213) 462-5392; FAX (213) 871-4670

KNX-AM Newsradio - (213) 460-3343; FAX 460-3275
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Hate Radio...—

“Mr. Manly Contest” Leads the Way

n the crazy world of radio, where
most shock jocks, equal opportuni-
ty bigots and puerile
comedy artists seem 3

to compete for Most % iy wry oy

Tasteless  Show @
Award, lesbians (along *
with all women) and gays :
come in for more vocal :
bashing than all other :
groups. In Los Angeles we
have our own brand of :
hate-mongering, not-so-
comedic .  DJs whose .
remarks, thanks to the
efforfs of GLAAD and oth- :.
ers, are monitored and
responses given. In other
areas, outside Los Angeles,
the battle against this type :
of ignorance is being ::
waged. Case in point:
Fresno, California, home to repeat offend-
er KRZR 103.7 FM, a hard-rock station in
the Central Valley's largest city, and its
resident DJ bigot, Chris Daniels.

A year ago, D] Chris Daniels was disci-
plined by the station for saying “fags will
die” on the air. Now he’s at it again.
Throughout Aug. and Sept., a feature of
Daniels’ show was the Manly Cup
Contest. Listeners were invited to call the
show and tell Daniels, in 20 seconds, why
they were “manly enough” to win the
Cup. Daniels encouraged callers to be
gay-hating and sexist ih their comments.
Another character, “Mr. Manly,” also
interjected homophobic and sexist
remarks. Daniels is trying to protect him-
self by using the code word “flip boy”
instead of gay, though he did say “queer”

?grams for 'snmlar SQhIOCk ;O‘fksr.
; annoumcers of comin ntators: Tr :

}‘radw Hoihaphobia; e’
i“have the comments on tape If

éj;any posmve ‘commients); pIeas
n~the GLAAD ‘Hotline

i ke:te bea: rad1d ¢ ﬁltor' and:
“will get back to.yoi. GLAADILA
‘Hotline! o QIS

once. But his message comes through
loud and clear. Here's a sampling:

. Mr. Manly: “None of my

i friends are zucchini-sucking,
**: " locker room soap chewing,
2" | enema-sniffing, KY jelly smear-
P': ing...sausage stuffing, door-
‘i knob-sucking, bull-dyke fear-
i ing, flip boys, are they?”
Daniels: “Hell no. And you
need to know what to do if you
run into a guy who wears a leo-
tard.”
Caller: “I'm so manly, 1
could do Karen Humphries
(Mayor of Fresno) sober, and
ot lose my lunch.”

Caller: “Name me seven
movies with Patrick Swayze in
them.”

Daniels: “No manly man
hould answer that. He's queer.
-4 He's so sensitive. He danced in

leotards for God's sake.”

GLAAD/LA spoke with KRZR Program
Director E. Curtis Johnson who said that
such comments should not be taken out of
context. He added that the Manly Cup
series is a “spoof of the Macho Man.”
People should have a sense of humor, he
said.

We recognize(Continued onPage 14)
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by Dean Hansell

Paul Robeson in his 1958 classic “Here I
Stand” described the reasons behind his
decision not to take any more bit acting
parts and the early struggle of blacks for
meaningful roles on stage:

“In the early days of my career as an actor, I
Shared...the prevailing attitude of Negro per-
formers — that the content and form of a play
or film scenario was of little or no importance
to us. What mattered was

committee is charged with the task of
meeting with other organizations and
groups to discuss gay and lesbian issues.
Members of the Outreach Committee, for-
example, have met with the leadership of
the Los Angeles Unified School District
about sensitivity training for teachers and
are planning such sessions for the stu-
dents -in the USC School of Film.
GLAAD’s speaker’s bureau is another of

the activities of the

the opportunity, which
came so seldom to our folks,
of having a part—any
part—to play on the stage
or in the movies...Later I
came to understand that the
Negro artists...had a
responsibility to his people
who rightfully resented the
traditional stereotyped por-
trayals of Negroes on stage
and screen. So I made a

Co-President Dean Hansell
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and Broadway producers did not choose to
offer me worthy roles to play, then I would
choose not to accept any kind of play, then I
would choose not to accept any kind of
offer...Progress has been made...(but) it is still
a hard struggle to win an equal place for them
in the theatre, films, radio and television; and
I am very happy...to see that so many of our
brilliant young actors, singers and dancers are
fighting for decent scripts, for roles that are
worthy of their artistic talents.”

Familiar words.

On one level, GLAAD's concerns differ.

since there are prominent performers who
are lesbian and gay even though few are
visible as such. On a more basic level,
however, our efforts for full and accurate
portrayal of the diversity of our lives as
lesbians, gays and bisexuals is the same
struggle waged by African-Americans,
Hispanic-Americans, Asian-Americans
and others. The issues are similar, the
arguments are similar and the process of
changing Hollywood is similar.

Some of the most important work
GLAAD does is in the effort of our
Community Outreach Committee. This

Community Outreach
Committee.

Another of the charges
of this important commit-
tee is to work with other
groups and help to equip
them with tools for deal-
ing with the media. One
idea is to begin a GLAAD
community media ap-
prenticeship program, a

= —training program for rep-
resentatives of other groups. An emphasis

- of this program could be,workmg with

groups whose members are traditionally
disenfranchised 6r who are stereotyped in
the media. Such a program would be one
response that we at GLAAD can make to
the Los Angeles riots. The media commu-
nity apprentices would train in all aspects
of what GLAAD does in its work with the
media and perhaps work with other simi-
lar groups.

A community media apprenticeship
program would need both money and
volunteers. If you are interested in help-
ing out either with time or financial sup-
port please let us know. Such a program
could help to empower many people and
organizations in their efforts to deal with
the media.

Robeson concludes by making the plea
that all people should get involved in the
struggle for equality: “Our cause is the
cause of all, and so our methods of reaching

- our goal must be such that all of our people

can play a part...The power of spirit that our
people have is intangible, but it is a great force
that must be unleashed in-the struggles of
today.”

twelve month media



Cohn the Enigma

“Citizen Cohn,” a film about Attorney
Roy Cohn, a Jewish gay man who tried to
run and hide from both of those designa-
tions, was produced by and debuted on
HBO during Aug. Based on the Nicholas
von Hoffman biography, the movie is a
well-crafted and seemingly well balanced
portrayal of this infamous enigma. Cohn
made his reputation prosecuting spies
and ferreting out “Communists” as Chief
Counsel to Senator Joseph McCarthy dur-
ing the ‘50s. Publicly closeted, he perse-
cuted other gays, Jews and anyone else
who got in his way. “Citizen Cohn” pre-
sents him as the truly terrifying force he
was and as a man who valued privilege
over everything - and everyone else. With
a script by David Franzoni (author of the
screenplay based on “The Mayor of
Castro Street” about Harvey Milk) and an
excellent cast headed by James Woods as
Cohn, the film depicts Cohn’s homosexu-
ality and homophobia as one set of many
fascmatmg contradictions in the life of a
“man dedicated to the promulgation of his
own power. Of all Cohn’s characteristics,
his homosexuality is treated with the
most filmic sensitivity_and actually
becomes the lever which reveals the
humanity of Roy Cohn - something none
of his victims would have glimpsed or
imagined. For once, rather than being the
excuse for despicable behavior, the anti-
hero’s gay life and relationships are what
make him a sympathetic character. HBO
Pictures and all the cast and crew are to
be commended for their professional film-
making and their refusal to embrace the
cliches of homophobia. Comments to: Mr.
Robert Cooper, Senior Vice President,
HBO Pictures, 2049 Century Park East,
Suite 4100, Los Angeles 90067. (“Citizen
Cohn” produced in association with
Breakheart Films, a Spring Creek
Production.)

Meanwhile on stage...

Roy Cohn/Jack Smith: Los Angeles the-
ater audiences were given re-enforcement
of this enigmatic view of Roy Cohn dur-
ing the just completed run of “Roy
Cohn/Jack Smith” at the Museum of
Contemporary Art’s (MOCA) Ahmanson

Theater. This one-man, two act play fea-
tured openly gay actor Ron Vawter por-
traying these two gay men, both of whom
died from HIV infection, and their
approach to society’s attitude toward gay
sexual orientation. Working from a script
by Gary Indiana, Vawter convincingly
showed how the closeted Cohn was able
to shift from addressing a group such as
the American Society for the Preservation
of the Family, where he would condemn
homosexuality, and then be chauffeur-
driven with his male date for a night on
the town. The “Jack Smith” half of the
program included a slide-show and a
glimpse at the persona behind this pio-
neering gay filmmaker. Also scheduled
by MOCA were screenings of Smith’s
enduring opus, “Flaming Creatures.”
MOCA is to be commended and encour-
aged to do more of this creative program-
ming. Comments to: Mr. Richard
Koshalek, Executive Director, Museum
of Contemporary Art, 250 S. Grand Ave.,
Los Angeles 90012,

“The Living End”

Gregg Araki, the 32 year-old, openly
gay, Los Angeles filmmaker, has billed his
newly released film, “The Living End,” as
“an irresponsible film.” While it may be
that, it is also clever, entertaining and
moving. That an openly gay filmmaker,
can produce a film around AIDS and get
it released in mainstream theaters is in
itself a reason for congratulations, what-
ever the film's vagaries.

The storyline follows the lives of two
young gay men who are HIV positive and
have not yet come to complete terms with
the diagnosis. The hustling hunk of the
duo, played by the talented Mike Dytri,
wields a gun and bounces from emergen-
cy to precipice with nothing more in mind
than causing havoc. Craig Gilmore, por-
traying the other main character, has just
found out he is'HIV positive and is
seduced by the streetwise Mike into leav-
ing Los Angeles and cutting a destructive
path through the Southwest. The film is
yet one more voice in the diverse mosaic
that is the gay and lesbian community.
Comments to: Mr. Gregg Araki, Director,
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“McNeil/Lehrer”
Spotlights Military Ban

- Two astonishing cases of the unfairness
of the military’s ban on lesbians and gays
serving America in the armed forces were
documented by PBS’s “McNeil/Lehrer
News Hour” (KCET-TV, Ch. 28, week-
days, 6:30pm) on its Sept. 2 edition.
“Purging the Ranks” profiled Lt. Tracey
Thorne, a Navy Top Gun, and Army
Colonel Margarethe Cammermeyer, the
highest ranking officer yet to be dismissed
from service. Lt. Thorne, who has com-
piled an exemplary record and who came-
out on “Nightline” this past summer,
made his point by saying, “My career is in
deep jeopardy, not for something I have
done, or something I want to do, but

because of what I was born.” The report
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stated, “For the N Navy, the sole issue was
his homosexuality.” Colonel Cammer-
meyer, the mother of four children,
admitted to her sexual ori-

ence (orientation) is no more legitimate
than that based on race, gender or reli-
gion.”

The report additionally showed the
importance of this year’s election on this
issue. Democratic Presidential candidate,
Arkansas Governor Bill Clinton, favors a
lifting of the ban because “we can'’t afford
to lose anybody,” and President Bush
supports the ban because “It's been that
way through history.” Comments to:
“MacNeil/Lehrer Newshour,” Mr. Lester
Crystal, Executive Producer, 1775
Broadway, #608, New York 10019.

Inside the Astrodome...

Unsolved Mystery

The matronly figure was impressively-
grandmotherly as the cameras obediently
panned to her for reaction. After all, her
husband was accepting the nomination of
his party for President of the United

—States.~And-there-on her-lapel;-each-tine™ _

the camera swept to and by her, was the
loop of a red ribbon. It stood otit clearly
against her dark blue outfit. This small

entation while she was
being interviewed for a
promotion which required
a top level security clear-
ance. Despite her years of
service and her lifetime
devotion to the Army, and
the fact that homosexuals
serve in all other U.S. agen-
cies including the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) -
and the General Account-

Quotable Quote...

From Marine Corps Chaplain
Captain Harry Ellis, writing
about the military ban on gays
and lesbians, “The military ser-
vices, with its predominantly
young male population, would
pose a major challenge to gay
men who might wish to arrest
their behavior. On the other
hand, would the military not be
an attractive occupation for
homosexuals who see no reason
to restrict that same behavior?”

red ribbon, the easily recog-
nized symbol of those
showing solidarity with the
American AIDS communi-
ty, was affixed near her
heart for all to see. Was
pride still alive in that con-
vention hall? The 50+
minute acceptance speech
ended, and the First Lady,
the most popular Repub-
lican figure in the land said

ing Office (GAO), she was summarily
kicked-out.

There is a rising chorus of voices within
the government supporting the lifting of
the ban while others report on the impact
of homosexuals in the armed services. For
example, the GAO has just completed the
“only major independent study on the
military’s policy towards homosexuality”
and found “there is no empirical data to
support that policy.” Both the Air Force
Times and the Army Times have publicly
supported a lifting of the ban stating,
“Discrimination based on sexual prefer-

the polls, was then some-
how whisked to center stage and emerged
smiling and waving at the side of her hus-
band, George. But the red ribbon was no
longer visible. Had it fallen off? Did back-
stage Secret Service agents hold her arms
down while Jerry Falwell frisked her? Did
that tiny piece of ribbon somehow speak
more eloquently about one of America’s
needs than the President? Had she taken
it off herself? That this piece of ribbon
would fall victim to the “official party
line,” underscores the depth of homopho-
bia of those who would be our leaders.
And, it did speak more eloquently than



the man who has cloaked himself in the
proud heritage of our nation and hollow-
ly pronounced a kinder and gentler era.
What happened, Mrs. Bush?

Outside the Astrodome...

Going largely unreported by the main-
stream media was the attack by the
Houston Police on gay men, lesbians and
people affected by AIDS following a two-
hour march organized by ACT UP/RNC
and Queer Nation/Houston. The attack,
on the almost 2,000 participants, hap-
pened outside the Astrodome on the same
evening (Aug. 17) that Pat Buchanan was
addressing the Republican Convention
inside. To protest the continued verbal
bashing of gays and lesbians by the
Republicans, which in turn supports and
leads to physical violence, write: Robert
Mosbacher, General Chairperson,
Bush/Quayle ‘92, 1030 15th Street, NW,
Washington DC 20005.

Quotable Quote...

- Rad IR P
~“~From Diane Mosbacheér, a lesbian

involved in a 17-year relationship with
her lover, Nanette, and daughter of the
same Robert Mosbacher who is General
Chairperson of the GOP re-election effort,
about that party’s platform, “That’s not
family values. That’s fatal values... I think
they (the GOP hierarchy) really don’t
know...that people get beat up, people can
get killed, teen-agers can commit suicide.”
And according to Liz Smith, columnist
for the Los Angeles Times quoting from
reporter Laura Blumenfeld's story in the
Wahington Post, entitled “The Lesbian in
the GOP Family,” Diane and Nanette gain
kudos for “...the longest lasting relation-
ship in the entire Mosbacher family.”

“Gay Parents/Kids
Who Love Them”

The focus of the Sept. 8 “Geraldo”
(KCBS-TV, Ch. 2, 4:00pm, daily) was
“Gay Parents and the Kids Who Love
Them.” Easily outdistancing the relevan-
cy of both Geraldo and his guest from the
fringe, the notorious Paul Cameron, were

the insightful and intelligent statements of
the panelists: a lesbian and a gay biologi-
cal parent; a gay adoptive parent with his
straight, adopted son; and a lesbian
daughter and her straight brother and sis-
ter of a lesbian mother. The well-trodden
path of this type of talk-show was tra-
versed thoroughly with the audience
finally dismissing the off-target and reac-
tionary Cameron while taking him to task
for everything including his dyed hair.
That Geraldo’s voice and questions occa-
sionally lapsed into the macho, swagger-
ing and “tough-investigative” aura he has
honed, was probably due to the calm
manner and reasoned answers of his
guests. At the very end of the show, in a
voice-overlay while the credits rolled,
Geraldo could be heard saying, “Thanks
to all my guests, including Dr. Cameron,
whose remarks, even though not accepted
by this studio audience, reflect the atti-
tude of middle-America.” To ask Geraldo
where his facts are for this type of state-
ment can be done by writing: Mr. Marty
Berman, Executive Producer, “Geraldo,”
524 W. 57th Street, New York 10019.

The adopted son of the gay parent, Jon-
Thomas, has started an organization for
children of gay and lesbian parents called
“Just For Us.” It shares a post office box
number with a group, of which his father
is a member, called “Gay & Lesbian
Parents International Coalition.” Write:
P.O. Box 50360, Washington DC 20004;
(202) 583-8029.

Lipstick Lesbians (Again) .

Apolitical. Anti-feminist. Opportunistic.
Glamorous. Sexy. Representative?
They’ve been described in a myriad of
ways, but one thing is definite: Robin
Gans and Sandy Sachs have arrived in a
big way. With recent articles in the Los
Angeles Times and the Lesbian News and
appearances on “Montel Williams” and
the “Maury Povich Show,” among others,
Robin and Sandy have become the most
visible lesbians in America today.

To their supporters, they are a wel-
comed replacement for the often confused
and tortured lesbian images depicted in
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the media. To their detractors, they are a
bad nightmare come true. Robin and
Sandy are the owners of GirlBar, a West
Hollywood party haven for women. Even
the name raises the ire of lesbian femi-
nists. Some women believe that Robin
and Sandy and their “lipstick lesbianism”
have set feminism back twenty-five years.
After all, don’t they turn up their noses at
such 70’s icons as women’s music festi-
vals? Does this mean that they are not
feminists? Maybe. But it does not mean
that they are not lesbians, sisters and
friends of the community.

Some believe that their many ads featur-
ing scantily clad women in provocative
poses in each month’s Lesbian News objec-
tify women'’s bodies much the same as
Playboy and Penthouse. Others welcome
this “new” image of the lesbian as a sexy,
independent woman with the choice to
embrace lesbian-feminism and all that
that encompasses or to reject and redefine
based on personal preferences.

Since these women have stormed the

talk-show- circuit-in- recent-months;<the: —tradé:hom

switchboard at the Los Angeles Gay and
Lesbian Community Services Center has
been swamped with calls from women all
over the country with questions about
their sexuality and coming out. No matter
what else can be said about them, if their
visibility has helped one woman to come
to terms with her lesbianism or kept one
teenager from committing suicide, all the
community backlash will have been
worth it.

Despite the criticism, Gans and Sachs
persevere and give the community and
America a positive image of the lesbian
for the future. Their objective is to
enhance the lesbian image(s) so others can
see just how diverse the community really
is. This is something for which lesbians
and feminists have always endeavored.
Robin and Sandy simply do it their way.

Without Project 21: A

Case in Point

Added proof of the importance of
Project 21, the group of dedicafed individ-
uals fighting for the inclusion of accurate

information regarding gays and lesbians
in the textbooks in California, is the pre-
sent use of the textbook, Sociology
Contemporary Approach, at the University
of Nevada at Las Vegas (UNLV). Written
by Frederick W. Preston and Ronald W.
Smith, professors at UNLV, this 1989
book published by Allyn & Bacon, a divi-
sion of Simon & Schuster, places its infor-
mation on Homosexuality between
Prostitution and Alcoholism under the
heading “Deviance.” That this fountain of
misinformation appears in a college level
textbook only confirms the need for con-
tinuing and intense education about sexu-
al orientation in America. In ignorant text
that could be rivaled only by a Pat
Robertson sermon, the authors give much
credit for their astonishing misinforma-
tion to Laud Humphreys, a person who
gathered data on homosexuality by pos-
ing as a self-proclaimed “watchqueer” in
public restrooms. Mr. Humphreys,
according to the Preston/Smith book, was
able to identify five types of homosexuals:
sexhals;a’lﬁblsexua‘ls,vga

guys, closet queens and adolescent male
hustlers. It would appear that these
authors may have spent more time at the
slot machines than on research. That a
division of Simon & Schuster would print
such a text for a sociology course, only
produces great anxiety over the quality of
sociologists who may survive this course
at UNLV. To suggest other more accurate
information to the professors, write:
Fredrick W. Preston and Ronald W.
Smith, Sociology Department,
Univeristy of Nevada at Las Vegas, 4505
Maryland Parkway, Las Vegas, NV
89154.

American Family Association...

Code Words for Hate

The Aug. 16 edition of The Washington
Times carried a full page ad paid for by
the American Family Association (AFA)
attacking the Public Broadcasting System
(PBS) for “promoting homosexuality” and
calling it the “Gay Pride Taxpayer
Funded Network.” The ad urged the pub-
lic to petition President Bush to veto the



-

=

subsidy passed June 3 by the U. S. Senate
which would help fund the Corporation
for Public Broadcasting (CPB) which in
turn helps PBS.

The AFA is using deception and untruth
to gain support for their bigoted cause.

.For example, “In the Life,” a ground-

breaking variety show built around gay
and lesbian themes, has been produced
and aired without the assistance of any
federal funds, contrary to AFA declara-
tions. Likewise, “Portrait of a Marriage,”
“Lost Language of Cranes,” and “OUT”
were all produced by the British
Broadcasting Company. Not a cent of
American taxpayer’s money went into
their production. In fact, there is not even
one regularly scheduled program on PBS
this season that has a gay or lesbian
theme that is federally funded. In addi-
tion, PBS has been taken to task most
recently by the lesbian and gay communi-
ty for censoring “Portrait of a Marriage.”
In an election year where “family val-
ues” rhetoric is placing gays and lesbians

“~>—at risk by making them the-Communists

and Willie Hortons of 1992, this distorted
ad campaign against basic rights by right
wing extremists cannot be tolerated.
Pointing this out to the Washington Times
may be done by writing: Washington
Times, Editor-in-Chief, Mr. Wesley
Pruden, 3600 New York Avenue, N.E.,
Washington DC, 20002.

Rutten on Target Again;
Are Lesbians and
Gays Red Meat?

Whether or not Governor Wilson signs
‘AB2601, the bill to guarantee to lesbians
and gays job protection similar to what
other citizens of California enjoy, Tim
Rutten’s Sept. 4 column in the Los Angeles
Times, entitled “Wilson’s Chance to Fix a
Wrong,” will stand as a manifesto. Rutten
correctly characterizes the political cli-
mate in America towards gays and les-
bians today as being similar to the atmo-
sphere just prior to the massacre of seg-
ments of various populations throughout

history. A pogrom (a bigotry so virulent
and wanton that it expresses itself in mur-
der) was the word given to the organized
massacre of Jewish citizens in Czarist
Russia. Rutten charges that a pogrom is in
place in America today and cites figures
on hate crimes against gays and lesbians.
He urges Wilson to withstand the pres-
sures of what he gently calls the “religious
enthusiasts” and quotes an unnamed
prominent GOP political strategist who
says, “Those folks (right-wing fundamen-
talists) are meat eaters. And, if you're
going to survive alongside them, every
once in a while, you've got to throw them
some red meat.”

Governor Wilson, Rutten points out, has
not subscribed to the reactionary and dan-
gerous rhetoric that emanates from those
assuming power in the Republican Party.
Like President Bush in the present elec-
tion, however, Wilson is positioning him-
self as not to gut the support of “a relative-
ly small but active group of religious
enthusiasts.” Rutten delineates, “It is
worth noting that the overwhelming
majority of Americans affiliated with
organized religions have no trouble con-
forming their consciences to the demands
of both denominational dogma and equal
opportunity. For example, the moral theol-
ogy promulgated by the Vatican’s
Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith
contends that homosexuality is an ‘intrin-
sically disordered state.” Yet, according to
a recent national poll, 78% of America’s
more than 58 million Roman Catholics
oppose employment discrimination
against gays and lesbians.” Mr. Rutten’s
brave and insightful comments end with
the observation, “What Wilson now must
decide is whether gay and lesbian
Californians will be the next sacrificial
offering.” Your comments to Mr. Rutten
can be addressed: Tim Rutten, View
Section, Los Angeles Times, Times-Mirror
Square, Los Angeles 90053.

GLAAD/LA Hires
New Office Manager

Nancy Perez started as GLAAD/LAs’
new office manager on Sept. 9, 1992. After
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an extensive search, and reviewing
resumes of many qualified individuals,
GLAAD/LA’s new Executive Director
David Smith and outgoing acting E.D.
Chris Fowler offered Nancy the position.
Next time you call the office, remember to
welcome Nancy!

Reverses funding decision...

BofA Finds Loophole;
Crawls Through

On Tues., Aug. 18, in response to
intense pressure from hate groups, the
Bank of America announced that it would
resume its contributions to the Boy Scouts
of America (BSA). Two months earlier,
BofA, along with Wells Fargo and Levi
Strauss, ceased its corporate contributions
when the BSA announced that gay boys
and gay men were ineligible to participate
as scouts because homosexuality was
“inconsistent with Scout oaths to be
morally straight” and homosexuals were
“unclean.” The Bank’s own policy states
that it will not fund organizations that
discriminate on the basis of sexual orien-
tation. The reason for reversing its deci-
sion lies in a conversation the bank had
with the BSA in which the Scouts assured
the Bank that “the BSA is open to all boys
that subscribe to the scout oath and law.”
Spokesman Blake Lewis of the BSA was
quick to assure the public that BSA policy
“had not changed in any way,” and that
“open homosexuality” is inconsistent
with scout law. A loophole was found,
i.e., the Scouts have no policy against gay
youth serving in the scouts, therefore
there’s no discrimination; but if you are
gay, keep it quiet.

Bank of America’s action is particularly
damaging as it sends a clear message to
the public and to other corporations that
it is too expensive to support lesbian and
gay civil rights. The resumption of fund-
ing is an endorsement of BSA policy that
gay youth can be “morally straight” and
“clean” only by lying about their sexual
orientation. Comments to: Richard M.
Rosenberg, CEO, Bank of America, 555
California Street, 40th Floor, San
Francisco 94104.

as Quayle has labeled it,_nor.a “choice.”

J—

As reported in last month’s GLAAD/LA
Reports, Washington state’s SeaFirst Bank
had also defunded the Boy Scouts. As
SeaFirst is Washington’s equivalent to
Security Pacific, and thus a BofA sub-
sidiary, it too made the change to re-fund
the BSA. Thanks to an alert from a quick
and reponsive GLAAD member who
informed us of SeaFirst’s change, we
encourage everyone to call SeaFirst's con-
sumer information line: 800/223-1558.

GLAAD USA Press Release...
Quayle’s “Family Values”

The united chapters of the Gay &
Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation
(GLAAD/USA) is outraged by recent
remarks by Vice President Dan Quayle
labeling homosexuality “a wrong choice.”
Quayle made the comments during a
taped interview on ABC-TV’s “Prime
Time Live” on Aug. 27.

Homosexuality is neither a “lifestyle,”

Homosexuality is a sexual orientation,
and the lives of lesbians and gay men are
as diverse as those of heterosexuals. It is
Quayle who has made a “wrong choice”
— and an intolerant one — by perpetuat-
ing bigotry and ignorance about the 25
million Americans who are lesbian or
gay.

As a self-appointed guardian of “family
values,” Quayle previously attacked les-
bian and gay parents. GLAAD points out
that tolerance and understanding are the
most important family values and
GLAAD vigorously condemns the Vice
President’s attempts to make those who
disagree scapegoats for our nation’s ills.

and from Out of the Looking Glass...

Los Angeles television station, KTLA,
hosted the Vice-President of the United
States, Dan Quayle, during the 8 o’clock
segment of its “KTLA Morning News,”
on Tues., Sept. 8. That he would use the
opportunity to call into question some
planks of the GOP Hate Platform was sur-
prising if not cynically transparent.
Taking call-ins, a viewer from West
Hollywood asked how gays and lesbians
could trust a Bush/Quayle administra-
tion. Vamped the Veep, “Listen to what

==
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taught you how it worked.

The Renaissance Medical Group

We understand HIV, you understand us.

213.650.7164 west Hollywood / 818.960.1983 west Covina -

Adult Medicine. HIV testing. And we neither participate in nor con-
done financial incentive arrangements with any health care institution.

James T. Lee DO / A. Kay Kalousek DO
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the President says and what I say. And,
more importantly, watch what we do...”
That Quayle could claim the “high road,”
at least when compared with the Pat-
boys, Robertson and Buchanan, gave the
usual comedic flavor of the KTLA-TV
morning newscast a surrealistic-incredu-
lous air. Observed Howard Rosenberg,
columnist for the Los Angeles Times,
“Quayle’s hour with the chucklers at
‘KTLA Morning News’ affirmed that they
(the newscasters) are the Funny Guys, but
that he is still the funniest guy.”

Hollywood Supports...
Gaining Ground

The most exciting new trend in the
entertainment industry for lesbians and
gay men has been the establishment of
gay and lesbian employee support groups
at major industry workplaces. Among the
companies where support groups are
formed or forming are Disney,
MCA /Universal, Fox, Sony, Showtime
and NBC. Richard Jennings, Executive
Director of Hollywood Supports, calls this
“The most important development for
creating positive long-term change and
eliminating the fear of discrimination that
we have yet seen in the entertainment
industry.” To network with and support
these groups, especially at smaller compa-
nies, Hollywood Supports has established
a committee of industry volunteers. If you
are interested in being a part of this effort,
call Hollywood Supports at (213) 962-
3118.

Hollywood Supports “AIDS in the
Workplace” seminars have now been
delivered at MCA/Universal, Fox, MGM,
Paramount, the Screen Actors Guild, the
Casting Society of America and Culver
Studios. Many more seminars are being
scheduled for industry workplaces
through the end of the year. If you are
interested in scheduling one of these
interactive, free, highly informative semi-
nars for your place of business, call:
Hollywood Supports Assistant Director
Kyle Counts at (213) 962-3118."

No on Nine, the Battle '

in Oregon

The Oregonian, Oregon’s largest daily
newspaper, recently ran an article on Jean
Marchan, the disabled, lesbian activist,
who is helping to fight the statewide,
anti-homosexual initiative, ballot measure
nine. This measure, which will appear on
the Nov. ballot, is similar to one which
was passed by the voters in Springfield,
Ore., earlier this year. If the measure pass-
es, gays and lesbians would be relegated
to a less than second-class citizenship sta-
tus. To encourage and help fight this
oppressive and regressive measure write:
No on Nine, P.O. B. 3343, Portland, OR
97208.

ROSMY Appeals to

.GLAAD Chapters for Help--—

Jon Klein, Executive Director of the
Richmond Organization of Sexual
Minority Youth (ROSMY), has appealed
for help from GLAAD members to help
reverse the homophobic policy of WRLH-
TV, the Fox Network affiliate in
Richmond, Virginia. Don Richards, Vice-
President and General Manager of
WRLH-TV, has supported his station’s
refusal to air a 30 second advertisement
aimed at minority youth who may be
struggling with sexuality issues, saying
that the ad is aimed at “minor children.”
Despite intelligent presentations by
ROSMY documenting the suicide rate
among gay and lesbian teens as three
times higher than non-homosexual teens,
and that this ad may help save lives, the
station refuses to change its policy. Mr.
Klein points out in his appeal to GLAAD
members that WRLH-TV carries Pat
Robertson programming. Your letters
may be directed to: David Ferrara, VP of
National Affiliate Relations, Fox
Broadcasting Network, 10201 W. Pico
Blvd., Building 88, Suite 362, Los
Angeles 90035; Don Richards, Vice-
President/ General Manager, WRLH-TV
35,1925 Richmond, VA 23230.



GAY & LESBIAN ALLIANCE AGAINST DEFAMATION/ LOS ANGELES
presents its

1992 Benefit

GLAAD -
COMEDY NIGHT 11
& CAST PARTY

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 - 8:00pm

Doors Open at 7:00pm with no host bar available
Harmony Gold Auditorium - 7655 Sunset Blvd. - Hollywood

Tighten your seat belts for this fun and exciting evening as Lynda
Montgomery & friends take you on a hilarious ride around the world as
seen through the eyes of some of our cutting-edge comics. A special feature
this year will be the appearance of our 1992 Amateur Comics*!

Tickets in advance: $25.00
Tickets purchased at the door: $30.00
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*To All Amateur Comics (take note, Dan Quayl)

LYNDA MONTGOMERY is holding a workshop for amateur comedians. If you would like to hone
your routine, learn more about stand-up comedy or, as a beginner, learn to do stand-up comedy in a
few hours, then this is for you. You might be selected to showcase your material on GLAAD’s Comedy
Night. You may sign up by calling (213) 931-9429. Leave your name, number and address to the atten-
tion of: ?Comedy Workshop.”

We look forward to seeing you for this laughter filled evening of fun.
And, thank you for supporting GLAAD/LA
P.O. Box 931763, Los Angeles, CA 90093 - (213) 931-9429

I can’t wait... ’'m ordering my tickets now by sending in the form below:.

To: GLAAD Comedy Night IT & Cast Party
GLAAD/LA
P.O. Box 931763
Los Angeles, CA 90093

I have to have ticket(s) at $25.00 each. Total enclosed $

I’'m DEVASTATED that I cannot attend this benefit, but enclosed is my donation of $

Name Phone

-

Address *City Zip

Insert




Not all lesbian and gay bashers use a fist or a weapon.
Some try and use the electoral process.

But all of us can use the ballot.

Are you registered
to vote?

Deadline for registering is October 5, 1992

~ For information call the Registrar of Voters: (213) 721-1100 _ .
Registration forms can be obtained at any
Post Office or any Public Library

Take some friends with you and get them registered too.

And, remember to vote on
November 3rd
as if your life depended on it.
Ours do.

Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation/Los Angeles
P.O. Box 931763
Los Angeles, CA 90093
(213) 931-9429




BUY GAY & SAVE

"Prices Lower Than"
Fedco, Circuit City, Silo & The Good Guys

5211 Sunset Blvd. 662-3055 Tues.-Fri. 11 am.-8 p.m.
Los Angeles, CA 90027 Sat. 11 am.-6 p.m.
FRANK R. YOUNG, M.D.
PSYCHIATRY
(213) 660-7555
(818) 243-6597

1510 S. CENTRAL AVE., #460 * GLENDALE, CA 91204

TELEPHONE (818) 242-6357

John J. Guagenti, M.D.
-7 DERMATOLOGY
OFFICE HOURS 1510 SOUTH CENTRAL, SUITE 470

BY APPOINTMENT GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA 91204

GLAAD/LA Reports Offers
Advertising Opportunity

GLAAD/LA Reports is now accepting advertising. We
are very happy to welcome this month’s advertisers,
who will be among our Charter Advertisers, and hope
that others will inquire about this opportunity.

GLAADJLA Reports is mailed to more than 8,500 mem-
bers and supporters informing them about local and
national media coverage and treatment of lesbian and
gay issues. It provides an effective and proven way to
reach thousands of concerned, responsible lesbian and
gay community members — the friends of
GLAAD/LA.

Information about ad sizes, prices, deadlines, special
positions, etc., is available by calling to: Margo Strik at
(213) 259-9208. (Deadline for submission of ad copy for
the Nov. issue will be Oct. 5.)
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Quality Printing at Fair Prices...

Complete in-house facilities PLAIN RAP PRINTING
Design * Layout ® Typesetting 1428 N. WiLcox
Darkroom ® Desktop Publishing Los ANGELES

Offset Printing CALIFORNIA 90028

f‘ick-up & Delivery Available 213.463.8224

The
Complete Printing
Service

1 o

1628 CRAVENS
AVE

TORRANCE CA
90501

FAX
328 0431

310 328 8886

e Offset ¢ Letterpress
¢ 1 to 4-Color Process Printing
¢ Computerized Typesetting
¢ In-House Artists
¢ Advertising & Logo Design

+ Co-Dependency
» Women in Recovery

' [F)(vsfunctional
amily Issues

Workshops
in Co-Dependency

January, April and September

Co-Dependency Therapy Groups

Call Us Before You Begin Your
Next Project and We’ll Help You
Stay Within Your Budget

213.464-7513 FAX
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We Are Family

Sick of hearing that gays and lesbians
are undermining the American Family?
So are we. Starting in Oct., billboards
showing two lesbians (one of whom is
pregnant) will go up around California.
Prominently displayed on the board will
be the words “Another Traditional
Family” alongside the GLAAD name.
This project is jointly sponsored by
GLAAD/LA and GLAAD/SFBA. Other
GLAAD chapters around the country

¢ may also join us. We hope this is the

beginning of a series showing many dif-
ferent kinds of gay and lesbian families.
Lesbians will be the first image to be
used to break the family stereotype, since
traditionally they have been the most
invisible.

Lesbians, Feminists &
the Media

“Why is Lesbian-Feminist Still a Dirty
Word?” If you want to help figure the
answer to this eternal question come to a
forum discussion about media homopho-
bia and activism sponsored by
GLAAD/LA, Lawyers for Human Rights
and Los Angeles NOW. Panelists include:
Urvashi Vaid, Executive Director of the
National Gay & Lesbian Task Force;
Helen Zia, Executive Editor, Ms Magazine;
Linda Villarose, Senior Editor, Essence
Magazine; Donna Minkowitz, a writer for
the Village Voice and columnist for The
Advocate; and Tammy Bruce, President,
Los Angeles NOW. The forum will be
Wed., Nov. 11, 7:30pm, at 543 N. Fairfax
(at Melrose) in West Hollywood. Parking
is available one block south of Melrose.
Tickets are available at the door on a slid-
ing scale from $5-10.00..

NLGJA Taps Glaser

Congratulations to GLAAD/LA Board
Member Garrett Glaser, who became the
first openly gay journalist to take part in

the annual convention of the Radio and
Television News Directors’ Association
(RTNDA), held this year in San Antonio,
Texas. Garrett, who works as a reporter
for the syndicated TV show
“Entertainment Tonight,” represented the
National Lesbian and Gay Journalists’
Association (NLGJA) on the Sept. 24
panel entitled, “Stopping the Stereotypes.”

L.A. Can View Film Oct. 15..

Wildmon Loses Round

“I think the message to be found here is
that when people resist Rev. Wildmon’s

-intimidation, they may find that there’s

nothing behind them but hot air,” said
Attorney Russ Smith upon learning that
his defense for releasing of the film,
“Damned in the USA,” had been upheld
by a Mississippi federal judge. Wildmon’s
American Family Association had.-
brought suit against the filmmakers, Paul
Yule and Jonathan Stack, in order to block
the release of their film which includes 15
minutes of interview with Wildmon on
censorship issues. The film also includes
graphic images by such artists as the late
Robert Mapplethorpe. Wildmon’s attor-
ney will appeal the decision. Meanwhile,
the damages phase is still pending, with
the filmmakers seeking three million dol-
lars from Wildmon and the AFA for inter-
fering with the film. The film is scheduled
for screening in Los Angeles at the
Director’s Guild of America on Oct. 15.

“What They Didn’t Know
was that I was a Fruit.”

The popular, Sun. evening TV news-
magazine, “60 Minutes,” (KCBS-TV, Ch.
2, 7:00pm) headlined its Sept.13 broadcast
with “Gay Cops.” Produced by Lowell
Bergman and reported by Mike Wallace,
the segment covered the efforts of gay
and lesbian police officers fighting the
bigotry and discrimination present



GLAAD/LA -
Holiday Gift Order Form

Now you can support GLAAD/LA by giving a year's membership to friends, relatives, and
associates. Each Gift Membership includes 12 issues of the GLAAD/LA Reports newsletter,
announcements of upcoming GLAAD meetings and events, full membership privileges, and an
elegant gift card acknowledging your generosity. Fill in the information below, include your
payment, and return to GLAAD/LA, P.O. Box 931763, Hollywood, CA 90093 by December 1 to
insure delivery in time for the holidays.

Send 1-year memberships to:

Name Address (including apt. #) City State Zip

O Ms.
2 Mr.

v

O Ms.
O Mr.

O Ms. _

O Mi .

O Ms.
O Mr.

O Ms.
O Mr.

O Ms.
O Mr.

Individual memberships ___ x$35=$% I Total Due: $
Household memberships — x$50=$% —

|:| Payment Enclosed

D Charge to my Visa/MasterCard - Number: Exp. Date:
Authorized Signature:

The gift card(s) should be from:

Your Name:
Address:
City/State/Zip:
Phone:
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among the ranks and within the adminis-
trations of our nation’s police depart-
ments. Lead story concerned Joe Banin, a
former New York City policeman who is
now a member of the San Francisco Police
Department (SFPD), and who is now a
member of the San Francisco Police
Department (SFPD), and who told his
story in a direct and uncomplicated fash-
ion. Said Officer Banin, “All my fellow
officers knew me to be strong, fearless,
and a real good street cop. They could
always count on me to back them up.
What they didn’t know was that I was a
fruit.” The religious Banin, from a
Catholic and Pentecostal background,
was a member of “Cops for Christ,” but
described himself as the “undercover fag”
within the group. Banin transferred to
San Francisco and on visits to his old
precinct in New York his colleagues
would ask, “How do you deal with all the
fags in San Francisco?” “I had to hide my
feelings.” confided Banin.

Former Chief of Police in Los Angeles,
Daryl Gates, claimed he was “not homo-
phobic” even when asked about his direct
quotes, “Homos are evil...they did evil;”
and “I admire the upper body strength of
lesbians...” Mitch Grobeson, the LAPD
officer who was fired for being gay, was
interviewed and spoke of the harrassment
by his fellow officers after it was discov-
ered he was gay.

That “60 Minutes” prepared a profes-
sional, although somewhat exploitive pre-
sentation of this serious problem, is to its
credit. However, there was enough mate-
rial to have made two or three additional
segments. To encourage “60 Minutes” to
further explore and broadcast these types
of important stories contact: “60 Min-
utes,” CBS-TV, Lowell Bergman, Pro-
ducer, 555 W. 57th Street, N Y 10019.

KCBS-FM/KNX-AM

KCBS-FM radio, Los Angeles, which
features an “Oldies” format, recently
aired a public service announcement
(PSA) for the local chapter of P- FLAG
(Parents and Friends of Ledbians and
Gays). The PSA was delivered by one of

the station’s air personalities in a cheerful
and friendly voice. Write to KCBS-FM
radio to thank them and encourage them
to run more PSA’s serving their lesbian
and gay listeners. Write: Mr. Dave Van
Dyke, Vice President-/General Manager,
KCBS-FM Radio, 6121 Sunset Blvd.,
Hollywood 90028. And, while you're at it,
drop a line to KCBS’ sister station, KNX
Newsradio 1070, 6121 Sunset Blvd.,
Hollywood 90028, attention: George
Nicholaw, Vice President/General
Manager, thanking KNX for its recent
editorial urging California Governor Pete
Wilson to sign AB 2601 which would help
to provide job protection to lesbian and
gay Californians. Thanks, as well, are in
order to openly gay KNX staffer Steve
Smith, for all of his help in getting those
editorials on the air.

"Mr. Manly Contest" continued

(Continued from Page 1) that the show_con-_#= -

tains elements of spoofing. But we ask:
Where is the balance? With hate crimes
against gays and lesbians on the increase,
with gay and lesbian teenage suicide a
real problem, it is irresponsible of KRZR
to promote this kind of vocal gay-bashing
on the air — especially since this is a sta-
tion that caters to youthful listeners.
KRZR'’s Johnson said he will happily

“meet with representatives of GLAAD/LA

to discuss these issues, and we are in the
process of setting up a meeting.
Meanwhile, we urge GLAAD members to
call or write the station and urge Daniels
to tone down his remarks and to offset
them with some gay-positive comments.
Also, send copies of your letters to the
Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) and support Queer Nation in
Fresno which has been protesting the sex-
ist and homophobic comments of Daniels.
Letters to: E. Curtis Johnson, Program
Director, KRZR 103.7 FM, 1765 N. Fine,
Fresno, CA 93727. And: Federal
Communications Commission, Attn,
Edythe Wise, Complaints and Investiga-
tions, Room 8219, 1919 “M” Street, NW,
Washington DC 20544. And: Tom
Brandeberry, Queer Nation, P.O. Box
4796, Fresno, CA 93744.
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Executive Director’s Column
T by Chris Fowler

GLAAD/Los Angeles has named David
Smith as its new Executive Director. David
will be taking over in mid-October, making
this my last Executive Director’s Column.

I am very excited about David joining
GLAAD/LA. In my experiences working
with him as the Public Information Director
at the Los Angeles Gay & Lesbian
Community Services Center, I have been
impressed with his extensive knowledge of
the local and national press. In addition,
David has a strong vision of where our
movement is going, and that will be a
tremendous benefit to GLAAD in the com-
ing years.

I'am also very excited about what GLAAD
and all lesbian and gay organizations have
in store for them in the coming year. In tele-
vision, film and even politics, gay and les-
bian issues are receiving unprecedented
attention. Granted, not all attention is good
attention, however, our issues are receiving
researched and accurate treatment.

Although last season on television saw
only one recurring character (Martin Mull’s
character, Leon, on “Roseanne”), there were
__at least 12 television series which featured
gay or lesbian themed plots in individual
episodes. In addition, there were a number
of series which featured characters who
might be recurring, including “Northern
Exposure” (Write: “Northern Exposure” at:
3000 Olympic Blvd., Suite 2575, Santa
Monica 90404.) and “Murphy Brown.”
(Direct comments to: “Murphy Brown”:
Warner Bros., Bldg. 3A, Room 28, 4000
Warmner Blvd., Burbank 91522.)

It's interesting that these two shows, with
the most promise at developing real gay or
lesbian characters, were those recognized at
Emmy time. “Murphy Brown” and
“Northern Exposure” were awarded
Emmy’s for Outstanding Series, Comedy
and Drama. Let’s hope that more individu-
als in Hollywood see that portraying les-
bians and gay men accurately does not
equate with economic disaster; in fact, both
shows have done very well in the ratings.
Hollywood, take note.

In film (traditionally more reluctant to
take risks because of the money involved),
there also seems to be some movement
towards portraying lesbians and gay men
more often, and less hatefully. Most signifi-
cantly, “The Mayor of Castro Street” gets
closer to production every day. A number of
projects are also at different stages of pro-
duction, including a film titled “Famlly
Values” with a gay thente; a film version of
Vito Russo’s The Celluloid Closet; a project

with a script by David Leavitt called “Good
Days” about roommates; and the new pro-
ject from Joe Eszterhas (of “Basic Instinct”)
entitled “Layers of Skin,” about a lesbian
ex-cop private investigator in Palm Springs.

There are also a number of AIDS-themed
films, including one from Johnathan
Demme, one from Francis Ford Coppola,
and a film version of the Broadway hit
“Falsettos.” These films, though not
addressing homosexuality directly, will
portray gay men and lesbians in more com-
mon situations.

For at least the next few months, lesbian
and gay issues will maintain a very visible
spot in the national elections. Our commu-
nity will have a huge job no matter who
wins. If President Bush is reelected, we will
have to continue fighting an administration
determined to ignore our existence. If
Governor Clinton is elected, he has
promised that he will write an executive
order over-turning the ban on lesbians and
gays in the military. He has also vowed to
improve governmental attention to AIDS
and healthcare. If this much-needed change

P~ o

does occur, we will need to be on-call~o
start the education process for improved
understanding of the lives of lesbians and
gay men.

In California, government also holds the
future of protection for gay men and les-
bians from discrimination in employment.
As I write this, Governor Wilson has
AB2601 sitting on his desk awaiting his sig-
nature. Incorporatmg answers to all the
excuses Wilson made in his veto of AB101,
this new bill by Terry Friedman gives
Wilson a chance to make good on the
promise he made to our community during
his election campaign for governor. Let him
know what you think he should do:
Sacramento office: (916) 445-2841; Los
Angeles office: (213) 897-0322.

Since I took over as executive director for
Richard Jennings in Jan., it has been an
incredibly exciting time. Through “Basic
Instinct,” the 2nd Annual Media Awards
Show, and Pat Robertson and the
Republican Convention, it has been one
major issue after another. Although things
seem to be changing in Hollywood there is
still much that needs to be different to get
lesbians and gay men to the point of equality.

I finally want to thank everyone who has
made my tenure as GLAAD/LA's executive
director such a pleasure. I look forward to
continuing my work with GLAAD as a
member of the board of directors.



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
30 10CT 2 3
Deadline for
Nov.
. GLAADLA
Reports
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Women of Comm. Monitor/
GLAAD Outreach Response
7:00pm (Speakers) 7:30 pm
7033 Sunset 7:30pm 7033 Sunset
7033 Sunset
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Board
Meeting
7:30pm
7033 Sunset
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Media Monitor/
Outreach Response
7:30 pm 7:30 pm
‘] 7033 Sunset 7033 Sunset
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
General
Meeting
7:00pm
6000 W. Pico

November Calendar Dates:

Nov 3
Nov 4
Nov 5
Nov 5

Not all gay
bashers use
afist or
weapon.

Some use
apenora

camera.

Women of GLAAD

Community Outreach (Speakers)

Deadline for GLAAD/LA Reports Dec. Issue
Monitor/Response

Yes, I want to help stop bigotry in the media. Enclosed is
my tax-deductible donation of:

0%$250 3$100 0$50 0%$35 as

Name

Address N
City State Zip

Phone - oTaxID#95-4202716

V¥Send to: GLAAD/LA P.O. Box 931763 Hollywood, CA 90093-1763 V¥

TELEVISION NETWORKS

ABC Entertainment (310)557-7777

Robert Iger, Pres., 2020 Ave. of the Stars, Los
Angeles ,CA 90067

CBS Entertainment (213)852-2345

Jeff Sagansky, Pres., 7800 Beverly Boulevard, Los
Angeles, CA 90036

NBC Entertainment (518)340-4444

Warren Littlefield, Pres., 3000 West Alameda
Ave,, Burbank, CA 91523

Fox Broadcasting (310)277-2211

Peter Chernin, Pres., P.O. Box 900, Beverly Hills,
CA 90213

TELEVISION STATIONS

KCBS (213)460-3000 (Ch. 2)

Steve Gigliotti, Gen. Mgr. 6121 W. Sunset Blvd
Hollywood CA 90028

KNBC (818)840-4444 (Ch. 4)

Reed Manville, Gen. Mgr., 3000 W. Alameda Ave,,
Burbank CA 91505

KTLA (213)460-5500 (Ch. 5)

Greg Nathanson, Gen. Mgr., 5800 W. Sunset
Blvd., Hollywood CA 90028

KABC (310)557-7777 (Ch. 7)

Terry Crofoot, Gen. Mgr., 4151 Prospect Ave.,
Hollywood CA 90027

KCAL (213)467-5459 (Ch. 9)

David Woodcock, Gen. Mgr., 5515 Melrose
Ave.,Los Angeles, CA 90038

KTTV (213)856-1000 (Ch. 11)

Mitchell Stern, Stat. Mgr., 5746 Sunset Blvd.,
Hollywood CA 90028

KCOP (213)851-1000 (Ch. 13)

Bill Frank, Gen. Mgr., 915 N. La Brea Ave., Los
Angeles CA 90038

KCET (213)666-6500 ( PBS Ch. 28)

William Kobin, Pres., 4401 Sunset Blvd.,
Hollywood CA 90027

KMEX (213)466-3434 (Ch. 34)

Michael Martinez, Gen. Mgr., 6255 Sunset Blvd.,
Los Angeles CA 90038 <@
KVEA (213)502-5700 =
Agustin Martinez, Gen. Mgr., 1139 Grand Central
Ave., Glendale CA 91201

RADIO STATIONS

KABC (310)840-4900

George Green, Pres., 3321 S. La Cienega Blvd,,
Los Angles CA 90016

KFI-640 AM (213)385-0101

Howard Neal, Gen. Mgr., 610 S. Ardmore; Los
Angeles CA 90005

KFWB News 98 (213)462-5392

Chris Claus, Gen. Mgr., 6230 Yucca St.,
Hollywood CA 90028

KNX-AM News Radio (213)460-3343

George Nicholaw, V.P.,, 6121 W. Sunset Blvd.
Hollywood CA 90028

KPFK-FM (818)985-2711

Alan Fong, Gen. Mgr., 3729 Cahuenga Blvd.W,
North Hollywood CA 91604

NEWSPAPERS -
La Opinion (213)622-8332

411 W. Fifth St., Los Angeles CA 90013

Los Angeles Times (213)237-7000

Times Mirror Los Angeles CA 90053
The Daily News (818)713-3000

P.O. Box 4200, Woodland Hills CA 91365
The Outlook (310)829-6811

P.O. Box 590, Santa Monica CA 90406

The Orange County Register (714)835-1234
625 N. Grand Ave,, Santa Ana CA 92701

MOTION PICTURE STUDIOS

Sony Pictures Corp. (818)280-8000

Peter Guber, CEO, 10202 W. Washington Bl,,
Culver City CA 90232

MCA/Universal (818)777-1000

Lew Wasserman, CEO, 100 Univedrsal City Plaza,
Universal City CA 91608

Paramount Studios (213)936-5000

Stanley Jaffe ,CEO,5555 Melrose Ave., Los
Angeles CA 90038

The Walt Disney Co. (818)560-1000

Michael Eisner, CEO, 500 S. Buena Vista, Burbank
CA 91521

20th Century Fox (310)277-2211

Rupert Murdoch, CEO, P.O. Box 900, Beverly
Hills, CA 90213
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WHEN THE LOCAL NEWS IS BREAKH\]Ej USE THESE DIRECT PHONE LINES TO RESPOND:

&) KABC-TV “Eyewitness News,” Roger Bell, News Director - (213) 668-2800 °
&) KCBS-TV ”Act,,ip/r‘t News,” John Lippman, News Director - (213) 460-3000

€9 KNBC-TV, Nancy Valenta, News Director - (818) 840-3425

KFWB News 98 Radio - (213) 462-5392; FAX (213) 871-4670

KNX-AM Newsradio - (213) 460-3343; FAX 460-3275
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Forum called to discuss...

"Why is Leshian-Feminist Still a Dirty Word?"

nist activists will take place on Nov.

11, 1992, 7:30pm. Under the auspices
of GLAAD/LA, women from Lawyers for
Human Rights (the lesbian and gay bar
association of Los Angeles) and the Los
Angeles NOW, panelists will include:
Urvashi Vaid,

A forum featuring leading, lesbian-femi-

president to say publicly that she has a
woman lover. Main-stream articles have
suggested that, in her honesty, Ireland ir-
reparably damaged the feminist cause.
Chief nay-sayers in-cluded Nina J. Easton
in her subtly homophobic piece in The Los
Angeles Times Magazine and Washington

Executive Director of
the National Gay &
Lesbian Task Force;

Volunteers Needed for

Post writer Sally
Quinn in her (by
now) famous contro-
versial syndicated

Helen Zia, Executive

Director, Ms Maga-

zine; Linda Villarosa,
Senior Editor, Essence
Mag-azine; Donna
Minkowitz, a writer
for the Village Voice
and columnist for The
Advocate; and Tammy
Bruce, President, Los

Comedy Night II

_ Here's your chance to join in the fun
on Dec. 5 and help make GLAAD/LA's
“Comedy Night/Cast Party” fundrais-
er a smash success. This gala Sat.
evening show will be held in the
Harmony Gold Audit-orium on Sunset
Blvd. in Hollywood, and volunteers are
needed to help with the Silent Auction,
displays, and ticket and refreshment
sales. Your help would be greatly
appreciated. Call now to: (213) 931-

column. The Quinn
piece generated its
own backlash from
outraged mainstream
feminists writers —
suggesting that, like
the GOP with its “tra-
ditional  values”
rhetoric, the lavender
menace camp may

Angeles NOW. The | 9429, For complete details on this excit- | have miscalculated.

panel will be moder- ing event see our full page announce- The forum will be
ated by ]ehan ment in this newsletter. held at 543 N. Fairfax
Agrama, Co-Pres- at Melrose, the

ident of GLAAD/LA. The forum is enti-
tled: “Why is Lesbian-Feminist Still a
Dirty Word?”

First lady of feminism Betty Friedan has
long since apologized for denouncing les-
bians as a “lavender menace” in 1969. But
the idea that lesbians are undermining the
women’s movements continues to be one
of the most enduring myths of main-
stream media lore. In the past year,
GLAAD/LA has monitored an onslaught
of lesbian-hating articles in the main-
stream press. Much of this coverage was
prompted by Donna Minkowitz’s inter-
view in The Advocate with Patricia Ireland,
the newly appointed president of NOW.
Ireland made history as the first NOW

National Council for Jewish Women
Building, in West Hollywood. Parking is
available one block south of Melrose.
Tickets are available at the door on a $5-10
sliding scale. Everyone is welcomed.
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by Jehan Agrama

He who stands on tiptoe doesn't stand firm.
He who rushes ahead doesn’t go far.
He who tries to shine dims his own light.

He who defines himself can’t know who he really is.
He who has power over others can’t empower himself.
He who clings to his work will create nothing that endures.
If you want to accord with the Tao,
just do your job, then let go.

Tao Te Ching

Dear Friends,

In 1989 I left my job in the enter-
tainment industry to become a les-
bian. A full time lesbian. I gravitat-
ed to GLAAD because I had want-
ed to do something as an activist
and I believed my life long experi-
ence in the “industry” could be put
to use. Melding my professional life
and contacts with my activist goals
proved incredibly rewarding. I
found myself sitting across the
table from the same business asso-
ciates only this time the sales pitch
was different. I was now selling
them on the notion of balance and
visibility for lesbians and gay men.

In Sept. of that year GLAAD/LA had its first

lecﬂon_.Rlchard_Jennmgs_and_IJuene_voted\Co

Presidents. Part of our job included going to the
mailbox daily. I remember opening the letters in
the parking lot and jumping for joy at each check
we received. (While I still jump for joy, those first
donations were extra special.) I purchased my first
computer in order to keep up and add to the data
base of a few hundred names and layout the
newsletter.

In looking back over those “early days” my heart
soars at how far we have come. For the first few
years we operated out of Dean Hansell’s living
room and then we moved to mine. We faxed the
national press from the garage and held press con-
ferences and board meetings in the den. We used
to have 1-page flyers for newsletters and held gen-
eral meetings in our living rooms. And even
though we now have an office, two hired staff peo-
ple and a substantial newsletter mailed to thou-
sands, the true measure of our effectiveness has
always been our impact on the media.

We have worked tirelessly to make sure that the
concerns of lesbians and gay men were dealt with
responsibly in the public arena. And over the years
the media has responded. The transformation and
growth of GLAAD has been fueled by the fact that
the community believes that GLAAD's work with
the media to change public opinion is important
and effective. We've come a long way from getting
Andy Rooney to retract his homophobic comments
to being at the center of the Presidential campaign.
While all lesbian and gay organizations have
helped shape this debate, I believe it is primarily
because of GLAAD's efforts over the years that we
have forced our issues to be dealt with by the
media and pushed our concerns into the interna-
tional public eye.

Co-President Jehan Agrama

It is time now to take this debate further. We
must not remain solely an election year issue. As
lesbians and gay men we must not be complacent,
falsely believing that “we have arrived.” Case in
point: The season premier of Murphy Brown was
to have included a lesbian couple with their
daughter. They were to appear in the sequence at
the end where Murphy was introducing various
American families. The couple were invited to the
set and then told that their segment would not be
used. The producer said it would be too “contro-
versial.” The focus of the episode was bashing Dan
Quayle and showing a lesbian couple with their
daughter would complicate the
issue, they said. AND THESE ARE
OUR FRIENDS? Well, I believe we
need to “complicate the issue” as
much and as frequently as possible.

We know what has happened in
the past when we have gone quietly.
Playing “political games” has gotten
us very little. It is because we have
challenged everyone, and ourselves,
that we are inching our way forward
to get what is rightfully ours: Civil
Rights. I firmly believe that
GLAAD’s methods have gotten-les-
bian and gay issues access to the air
waves, and the print media so that our lives and
concerns could be made known to the public at

large.” Ttis Because of our commumty s support of

GLAAD and its mission that we see our images
reflected more clearly than ever before. ~

I am honored that I was allowed to serve this
community through GLAAD. I thank this current
Board and past GLAAD Board members who
entrusted me with this responsibility. I thank
Richard Jennings, Peter Nardi, Chris Fowler and
Dean Hansell who were my Co-Presidents during
these past years. We formed strong partnerships
that lead the organization. I thank the women of
GLAAD, especially Sylvia Rhue and Charlotte
Innes, for their support, friendship and trust. And
above all I sincerely thank the GLAAD members
and volunteers whose giving of time, effort and
money has kept this organization vital and vibrant.
As I end my tenure as Co-President, I renew my
commitment to GLAAD/LA as an active Board
member. I embrace the opportunity to continue to
serve in a different capacity, because what is
important to me above all is to serve. I ask each of
you to also renew your commitment to this special
organization. If you are not yet a member, please
take this opportunity to do so. If you already sup-
port GLAAD/LA please consider renewing your
support at a higher level. It is not enough to want
change, we must each act for change.

I pray for guidance for this great organization, its
leadership, members and volunteers and for our
community. May we have the strength to continue
to speak the truth, the vision to make effective
choices, and the love to hold us together toward a
common goal.

Do your work, then step back. The only path to serenity.
Tao Te Ching



“Melrose Place” to
Confront Gay-Bashing

After several months of near invisibility,
Matt (Doug Savant), the gay man occupy-
ing one of the units in trendy “Melrose
Place” (KTTV-TV, Fox, Ch. 11, Wed.,
9:00pm), will have his character signifi-
cantly developed. Beginning with the Oct.
28 episode, a storyline where Matt falls
victim to a gay-bashing and loses his ‘job
was introduced. “Melrose Place” has
found an impressive niche in the Nielsen
ratings, and is one of the new shows Fox
is counting on to reach its “Fourth
National Network” status. Write:
“Melrose Place,” Darren Star, Executive
Producer, Spelling Enterprises, 5700
Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, 90036.

Following a story in the Aug. issue of
GLAADJLA Reports in which the invisibili-
ty of Matt was questioned, we were called
by Sharon Magnuson of Fox Television to
conduct an interview with Doug.
Following are excerpts from the Oct. 5
interview:

GLAAD/LA Reports: How did this role
come about for you? What was your reaction
to the character being gay?

Savant: The role came about in sort of the
usual way. It was pilot season and I was
reading various scripts that were going to
be developed and was attracted to the
role of Matt and went through the audi-
tion procedure with Darren Star, the cre-
ator, Aaron Spelling, the producer, and
the network. I was not really aware of
how much anticipation would be greeting
the new show as I hadn’t been closely fol-
lowing “Beverly Hills, 90210.” I knew up-
front that the character was gay and I
wasn't really attracted to any of the other
roles. I really thought that it might be a
good chance, potentially, for something
being done right and to address some of
the important issues, like homophobia. I
was very excited by the opportunity, and
never really questioned the choice.

GLAAD/LA Reports: What has it been like
on the set? What's the attitude of the cast and
crew toward the character? Savant: There are
the jokes that exist in the workplace, just
like any place else, and it could be the evil

that we know is homophobia. But, I
appreciate humor, and feel that I am
treated just like any other member of the
cast...with the attempts at humor, being
rather unoriginal and mundane. It's a
great environment and even with my
being sensitive to the issues, and there is
some veiled homophobia perhaps, but it’s
been great.

GLAAD/LA Reports: What kind of grades
do you give the network in its support for the
gay positive image?

Savant: I think the network has been sup-
portive, but let’s face it, it’s very unusual
for a gay character to be on a series. It is
even more so the exception that the gay
character is not there just for comic relief
— where the character can be dismissed
by the viewers as not being like their
brother, or friend or co-worker who
doesn’t really behave this way. But this
character is someone who defies a label.
The character is progressing — and we all
want things to develop more quickly, —
but there are eight other cast members,
and suffice it to say that I'm happy that
things are beginning to evolve. Also, the
writers and producers did not want the
character defined solely by his sexuality,
but wanted to first show that he was out
and accepted by his friends in the build-
ing. I think we would be ethically remiss
if Matt was defined solely by his sexual
orientation just as much as if that aspect
of his life was left out completely. Now
we are beginning to develop the character
with at least two upcoming episodes deal-
ing with gay bashing and I am glad that
it’s not being neatly tied-up within one
hour.

GLAAD/LA Reports: There was a time when
everyone was asking, “Where’s Matt? Why
aren’t you visible?” What happened?

Savant: I asked that question myself. I
was frustrated, but things are coming
around, and I think it's because it's time
for these issues to be discussed — and

" break down the homophobia. I have -

tremendous support from the community
so far, but I'm sure there will be some out-
cry from the fundamentalists when this
storyline is broadcast.

§ 00 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000¢

_;.;}words "fan'y" and i
.: “pixig;’.and sugg&stmg ‘s
that Cohn’s suffenng

.. From fabid homophobe

hyllis: Schlafly com-

- menting orvher son’s,

.- Johin, t:onnng-out ina.

e New York magazme

. -article,“He is my'son. :::. :
.. and Tdo love him, What ;
| elséis there t6 Say?I'm
:‘not-going to; comment
i-on lus hfe e -

solng down bR

ﬂll‘ ﬂle SBGU[III llme... SRR
. “Dirio and Rocco,” & . ...i
pubhc access program .
" seenl6cally oyer’, . i
. “Ceritury Cable, mclud~

* ed the hateful “If you - -
:_haven’tbashed a gay .

~* yettoday; go outand .

" doitnow,” init’s “Best .

of” compllatxon tape”

. aired Sept. 17, Send

. youi‘comments about -

. "this hateful matenal to. n
. Glen Friedman,. " - T
. General Managef,
Century Cable, 2923

. Nebraska Ave,, Santa
'.'Ms?m.can CA.9.0404-

5"','Second oplnlon... W

Cltlzen Cohn « tﬁe

. HBO produced drama

N aboutAttorney Roy

- Cohn; which was i

- reviewed in last::-
“onth’s GLAAD/LA :
: Reports, did have soriie’- -
" .definite problem areas, . .
 “according o Steve.-

.: Millér.of GLAAD/NY

- Stévepoints to-the: <. .
© depiction of the; young e
., (andadiilyCohnasa"
:; Thomma’$hoy in d man-
5'_'j~ner suggesting thls -
: smothering by his *.. % .
i mother'was related to £
‘his becoming gay; hav- ~ .
o mg the: ﬁlm s hero slyly

' “‘éLAAa'NbQéfﬁbé‘r"



i+-blan comedySpemal S
AT Ol Contiedy,” star-. )
ring Tom: Amrmano O

Karen Rlpley, Scott

. Pittinan; has just beén
* complete’and-will. be: -
- réleased onvideo on . ;-
- "Nov.20. According to . :
* producer/director -+ .- i
.. -Bohdan Zachary; the: ..%" .
- video will be réleased . . .
- ‘thfough gay/lesbian. .
+,.book-and video' stq;es, o

. f*Cqumbla Record’ :
‘smger and songwnter
© ‘Sophie, Hawkms‘ has .
attracted a great deal of

i Roxy in West
f;“ .ollywood and :
.- Coach-House inf Orange it
- County.’The vastmajor=::
. “ity of her.audiences are’

:; womien. One cut from
ey Congues,”. “Daitin,
.WISh I Was Your:

S5
g\
53
=]
%
A}
5

GLAAD November

GLAAD/LA Reports: How has playing this
character changed your life? Do people still
react to you in the same way?

Savant: Basically, on the superficial level,

How necessary it is to the gay community at
large to have an honest, open and dignified
representation of a “not easily labeled” gay
man on television, as opposed to stereotypic,
easily dismissed, campy-characters that have

been the standard characterization

like am I recognized when I go
out, thankfully that hasn’t hap-
pened, because I don’t think
that's a good way to live — like
you're always being watched. It
has opened my eyes to a more
intense level of understanding
about homophobia. With my
parents it has been a bit awk-
ward when they announce to

GLAAD/LA Reports: Would you be able to
attend our Media Awards Show and Dinner
on March 20 next year?

Savant: That would be wonderful. I'd be
happy to come and take part.

: Doug_Savant, c/o Jay Michael
Bloom, 9200 Sunset Blvd., Suite 710, Los
Angeles 90069.

A Letter from Doug

Savant

GLAAD/LA Monitor/Response
Committee Member Shawn Griffin wrote
a letter to Doug Savant, voicing support
for his ground-breaking role in “Melrose
Place,” and raising the question over the
invisibility of positive
gay/lesbian role models on
television. Mr. Savant took
time to respond in a hand-
written letter, and gave per-
mission for the letter to be
reprinted in GLAAD/LA
Reports.

Dear Shawn,

A quick note to tell you how
happy I am to receive your letter of support.
Thank you.

I am just now beginning to understand how
important it will be to gay teens everywhiere to
have a positive role model to identify with.

Actor Doug Savant
their friends that I am starring in a televi-
sion show and then quietly say that it's
the gay man on “Melrose Place.”

Quotable Quote...
Suprising support from the
hate-mongers at Donald Wild-
mon’s American Family Associ-
ation on Doug Savant’s charac-
ter, "Matt, another regular, is a
homosexual who operates a
half-way house and feeds home-
less kids. He is infinitely more
sensitive and compassionate
about these issues than any of
his trendy friends.”

of the gay community. Please don't
get me wrong — I love good camp
— but these characters are some-
times dismissed with a laugh for
lack of identification as everyman.
Finally, I think this character could
have a positive impact on the
straight viewing audience as well.
For if someone doesn’t already have
an ongoing relationship with an openly gay
man, they can be exposed to Matt and hope-
fully begin to have the requisite compassion
and understanding needed to obliterate the
insidious evil that is homophobia.

Thanks again Shawn. Your support is great-
ly appreciated.

Sincerely, Doug Savant - “Melrose Place”

If you would like your letter to be consid-
ered_for publication—-in- GLAAD/LA
Reports, send a copy of your letter and
any response to: GLAAD/LA Reports,
Attn.: Carl Matthes, Editor, P.O. Box
931763, Hollywood 90093. Or FAX direct-
ly to the Editor at: (213) 257-5878.

Bush with Larry King...

A Real Follower

United States President George Bush
was interviewed live by Larry King on
CNN Oct. 7 in San Antonio, Texas.
Following Ross Perot’s
manipulative use of live
talk/call-in shows, the
President fielded calls from
around the country as well
as from Asia and Europe.
The live, invited audience
greeted every Bush answer
with applause and cheers
belying the general skepti-
cism over his veracity and
leadership recorded by every major poll.
Toward the end of the program, a caller
identifying himself as a gay officer in the
U.S. Army Reserve, asked the President
about the discharge of Volker Keith



Meinhold from active service in the Navy.
The caller told the President that
Meinhold had an exemplary 12 year:Navy
service record — the sailor had come out
on ABC-TV’s “World News Tonight” last
May — but was discharged because of his
admission of being gay. (Meinhold is cur-
rently bringing suit against the govern-
ment.)

Shirking his responsibilities as
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces, Bush said that he would “follow
the wishes and requests of the army lead-
ership, who have been dealing with this
type of problem for years, and back the
the military’s decision.” Bush has consis-
tently parroted the false contention that
being homosexual is incompatible with
military service.

That the apolitical Bush is unable to
break free of the restraints of his homo-
phobic handlers is clear. With this case,
however, Bush has broken ranks with
even former LAPD Chief Daryl F. Gates
and Los Angeles County Sheriff Sherman

Block. Gates has submitted a statement in_

support of Meinhold’s suit stating,
“excluding openly homosexual persons
from service solely on the basis of their
sexual orientation is wrong and harmful.”
Continued Gates, “Openly gay men and
women (lesbians) currently serve as
police officers. The (Police) Department
has experienced no serious problem with
morale or discipline...” Block included a
similar statement in support of the law-
suit.

“Swoon”

Director Tom Kalin’s black-and-white
retelling of the 1924 Leopold-Loeb mur-
der case has, as anticipated, sparked a
heated debate in the community regard-
ing the “responsibility” of gay filmmakers
to promote positive gay images. The film,
based on a true story, details the relation-
ship between the two lovers, depicted as
jaded, amoral sociopaths. Fancying them-
selves as intellectually superior, they kid-
nap and murder a young boy for the thrill
of it, thinking they have committed the
perfect crime. While some may decry the
film’s equation of “perversion” with vil-

lainry, “Swoon” IS historically accurate —
Leopold and Loeb were imprisoned,
rather than sentenced to death, specifical-
ly because their homosexuality was con-
sidered an illness. To his credit, Kalin
doesn’t glorify the killers” actions, nor
does he shy away from emphasizing their
sexual relationship, a rarity in mainstream
films. Whatever one’s feelings about
“Swoon’s” politics, it is a well-acted and
handsomely realized work — and one of
the first of the new wave of gay-themed
films, a trend we are glad to see.
Comments to: Ms. Christine Vachon,
Producer, 525 Broadway, #701, New York
10012,

“Glengarry Glen Ross”...

Macho is a Four
Letter Word

“Glengarry Glen Ross” is a mixed bless-
ing=— for gay atdiences, at least. Director
James Foley has brilliantly preserved the
wit and venom of David Mamet's Pulitzer
Prize-winning stage play, coaxing stellar
performances out of a dream cast led by
Jack Lemmon, Al Pacino, Alec Baldwin,
Ed Harris, Alan Arkin and Jonathan
Pryce. But, in a new scene written for the
film version, Alec Baldwin, playing a boss
from “downtown,” berates the staff of his
bosses’ real-estate firm for their poor sales
performance, using a string of abusive
terms to intimidate them, chief among
them “fucking faggots” and “cocksuck-
ers” (the latter repeated approximately
seven times during the course of the film).
“Fruit” is also used in a later scene. While
such language is in keeping with the
play’s macho world-view, it is unfortu-
nate that an otherwise powerful film
experience is dampened by these anti-gay
slurs. It is also unfortunate that Baldwin,
who apologized to the gay community
after last year’s Tony Awards for an anti-
gay comment he made, accepted a part

that again defames gay men. Comments -

to: Ms. Christina Kounellias, Vice
President Publicity, New Line Cinema,
116 N. Robertson Blvd., Los Angeles
90036.
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Old Line at New Line

New Line Cinema’s “Where the Day
Takes You,” a film about teen-agers who
are homeless, is perhaps the most homo-
phobic film since “Basic Instinct.” Besides
the normal fag callings, several violent
scenes occur. Balthzar Getty, who is cast
as a human vulture preying on the home-
less teens along Hollywood Blvd.,
acquires a new gun. During target prac-
tice, as he slowly blows bottles away, he
yells “fag, faggot fag.” Later he beats a
gay man he is staying with. The gay sex
acts depicted in the film are shown as
twisted, disgusting and are used for trade
only. No mention is made of the countless
gay/lesbian youths forced onto the
streets, some by their own families. Co-
writer amd Director Marc Rocco, can be
written at: New Line Cinema, 116 N.
Robertson, #200, Los Angeles 90048.

Media Watch...

On GLAAD’
Center Stage

Radio and TV personality Rush
Limbaugh has found a Southern
California outlet (KCOP-TV, ch. 13,
3:30pm) for his daily, 30-

satirically, “One must logically conclude
that Rush is the lead component of an
insidious left-wing conspiracy to make
conservatives look like clowns.”

Hate Radio/Update

Since the story appeared in the Oct.
GLAAD|LA Reports on the crazy world of
shock jock radio - KRZR 103.7 FM, Fresno,
CA - we have discovered a new, wider
dimension to “Mr. Manly.” Mr. Manly’s
gay-hating, sexist patter is the creation of
Column Keating, a writer based in Austin,
Texas. It seems Keating is creating his Mr.
Manly personality and having it distribut-
ed to over 250 radio stations by Olympia
Networks, a distributor of radio comedy
material based in St. Louis, Missouri.
Thus, Mr. Manly’s comments are heard,
not just in Fresno, but nationwide.

The Mr. Manly tape is “very popular”
with markets of 25,000-150,000, in places
such as Bakersfield, but also in the larger
markets of Baltimore, Pittsburgh and
Memphis, said Gina Williams, manager of
Olympia Networks. Radio stations in
some of the largest markets (for example,
New York) turned down the Mr. Manly
package because they found it “too offen-
sive.” Williams added that the creator of

minute, syndicated-mono-
logue. Through the years
Limbaugh has left a “word-
trail” that places him in the
company of Phyllis Schlafly,
Pat Robertson, et al. During
his first month on KCOP he
has welcomed as phone call-'
in-guests, President Bush and

Mr. Manly does not mean
to offend but to make fun
of offensive people.
Nevertheless, she
= offered to include gay-
positive material in the
& Mr. Manly packages sent
to radio stations nation-
wide.
Please write Williams

Vice-President Quayle, and
has no doubt delighted his
fans with his obtuse and juvenile observa-
tions on today’s social and political issues.
As our “On Center Stage” subject for
Nov., we suggest you monitor his pro-
gram and report any lesbian and gay ref-
erences to the GLAAD/LA hotline (213)
931-9429. Also write to: KCOP-TV, Bill
Frank, General Manager, 915 N. La Brea,
Los Angeles 90038. Los Angeles. Times
columnist Howard Rosenberg observed

Rush Limbaugh, ATV Shark ?

and urge her to follow
through on her offer! Also
write Column Keating, the author of Mr.
Manly, and urge him to be more sensitive
to our concerns. In next month’s
GLAAD/LA Reports we will report on our
meeting with station personnel at KRZR
103.7 FM , Fresno.

Write: Gina Williams, Manager,
Olympia Network, 7745 Carondelet, St.
Louis, MO 63105. Column Keating can be
contacted care of this company.



Tammy Bruce ‘ Helen Zia Linda Villarosa Donna Minkowitz

November 11,1992
7:30pm, 543 North Fairfax

Pictured above are the guest panelists for this event. Parking is available one block south of Melrose.

and tickets are available at the door on a $5-10 sliding scale. Everyone is welcomed. Don't miss this
important event.
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Chiropractic

Center

Dr. ERIC SCOTT PEARL

213/ 658-1101 V/TDD

8485 Melrose Place, Suite D
West Hollywood, CA 90069

Specializing in Difficult Cases.

Complimentary Examination
Consultation & Massage
with mention of this ad.

(expires 12/31/92)




BUY GAY & SAVE

The
Complete Printing
Service

"Prices Lower Than"
Fedco, Circuit City, Silo & The Good Guys

5211 Sunset Blvd. 662-3055 Tues.-Fri. 11 am.-8 p.m.

Los Angeles, CA 90027 Sat. 11 am.-6 p.m. =
FRANK R. YOUNG, M.D. l’a,@ui
PSYCHIATRY Mﬂ\

(213) 660-7555 1628 CRAVENS

(818) 243-6597 TORRANGCE CA
90501

FAX

1510 S. CENTRAL AVE., #460 *GLENDALE, CA 91204 328 0431

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

TELEPHONE (818) 242-6357

310 328 8886

¢ Offset e Letterpress
¢ 1 to 4-Color Process Printing
* Computerized Typesetting

00000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000700000000000000000000000000000000000

| John J. Guagenti, M.D.

900000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000002200000000000000000000s80004

SERMATOLOGY 4 . In-House. Artlsts :
: ¢ Advertising & Logo Design
OFFICE HOURS 1510 SOUTH CENTRAL, SUITE 470 &
BY APPOINTMENT GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA 91204 &
i.

(818) 841-3761
(310) 274-4010
Toll Free Outside L.A. County (800) 359-3899

* Co-Dependency
* Women in Recovery

EAN STEPHENSON .
J o Dysfunctional

Vice President, Investments

amily Issuies

Workshops

in Co-Dependency
January, April and September

Co-Dependency Therapy Groups

©0000000000000000000000R00000000002000800000000000000000000000000004

Quality Printing at Fair Prices...
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THE GAY & LESBIAN ATIIANCE AGAINST DEFAMATION PRESENTS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 8PM
HARMONY GOLD AUDITORIUM
7655 SUNSET BLVD.

Doors open at 7pm
No host bar/refreshments

$25 in advance, $30 at the door

SILENT AUCTION
CAST PARTY

Featuring
LYNDA MONTGOMERY, MC
IVY BOTTINI
JUDY CARTER
MICHAEL DANE
ROBIN GREENSPAN
VANESSA KAUFMAN
BEV MICKINS
BARRY STEIGER

and other comedy friends

ORDER YOUR TICKETS NOW!
MATL TO: COMEDY NIGHT IT
GLAAD/LA

P.0O. Box 931763

L.A.,CA. 90093

For further info: (213)931-9429
Name Phone ( )

Address
City Zip
Tickets @ $25 Amount enclosed
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A First for KCRW

“Which Way LA,” an hour-long pro-
gram each weekday afternoon and
evening on public radio station KCRW
(89.9FM), dealt for the first time with the
lesbian and gay community in the Los
Angeles area in Aug. Host Warren Olney
examined the strained relations in West
Hollywood between the gay and lesbian
community and city’s immigrant Russian
population. Representatives from West
Hollywood’s Gay Advisory Council, the
Association of Soviet Emigre and Nancy
Konke, and a mediator between the two
communities, pointed out cultural differ-
ences and offered solutions to help solve
the frictions between the two groups.

Only rarely does locally-based KCRW
cover issues pertaining to gays and les-
bians, even though a program such as
“Which Way LA” professes to discuss
“urban life in Southern California.”
Encourage the producers to continue to
cover the entire urban population, includ-
ing the region’s lesbian and gay commu-
nity. Write: Ruth Hirschman, Executive
Producer, KCRW, 1900 Pico Blvd., Santa
Monica, CA 90405-1628.

And Where Will You Be Dec. 5?...

GLAAD/LA Comedy
Night/Cast Party II

Ivy Bottini, Judy Carter, Michael Dane,
Robin Greenspan, Vanessa Kaufman, Bev
Mickens, Barry Steiger, and host Lynda
Montgomery will be the live comics —on
stage — entertaining you for the gala
GLAAD/LA “Comedy Night and Cast
Party II” on Dec. 5 at the Harmony Gold
Auditorium in Hollywood. This fundrais-
er, which starts at 8:00pm, will also intro-
duce some of our community’s “Amateur
Comics.” Tickets at $25.00 each are now
available and can be ordered by sending
in the tear-off from the full page
announcement in this issue of GLAAD/LA
Reports. (Tickets at the door are $30.00.)
More info: GLAAD/LA office (213) 463-
3632.

Billboard Project
Underway

On Oct. 22, GLAAD/LA and
GLAAD/SFBA initiated its Billboard
Project to counter some of the prevailing
misinformation on the so-called tradition-
al family. Billboards showing two les-
bians, one of whom is pregnant (see
accompanying photograph), are due to go
up around the state in Nov. Prominently
displayed on the boards are the words
“Another Traditional Family” alongSIde
the GLAAD name. We hope this is the
beginning of a series showing many dif-
ferent kinds of gay and lesbian families.
Lesbians were chosen to be the first image

Another
traditional

family.

GLAAD

Gay and Leshian Alliunce Agwinst Dofamution

The first in a series of billboards showing
gay and lesbian families.

for the break-the-family-stereotype bill-
boards, since traditionally they have been
the most invisible.

Media Awards
Nominations

It's that time of year again! The prepara-
tions for the annual GLAAD/LA Media
Awards Nominations, the winners of
which will be announced at the gala
Media Awards Show and Dinner on
March 20, 1993, are underway.
GLAAD/LA is now accepting the names
of possible Award nominees from the fol-
lowing disciplines: Television & Radio
Programming; the Recording Industry; the
Print Media; Film and Advertising. The
primary criteria for submissions in news is
that the work includes fair and compre-
hensive coverage of lesbians and gay men.
For the entertainment media, the primary
criteria is that the work portray gay and
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lesbian characters as complete human
beings rather than one dimensional
stereotypes.

To qualify, the material must have been
first published or broadcast between Jan.
1 and Dec. 31, 1992. To submit your nomi-
nee, simply write-out the name, the topic,
storyline or title, date, etc. and send it to:
Media Awards Nominating Committee,
GLAAD/LA, P.O. Box 931763,
Hollywood 90093. Questions can be
directed to the GLAAD/LA office: (213)
463-3632.

Now'’s the time to get involved...

Volunteers needed for
Media Awards Show

The planning process for GLAAD/LA’s
1993 Media Awards Show & Dinner (Sat.,
Mar. 20, 1993, International Ballroom,
Beverly Hills Hotel), our 3rd Annual, is
. well underway. A committee structure
"has been developed, and as a result,
opportunities to become involved in this
important - and fun - event abound! We
invite you to consider the following com-
mittees for volunteer service:

The Corporate/Industry Sponsorship &
Sales Committee is responsible for
procuring corporate/industry sponsor-
ships, ticket sales and program book ad
sales.

The Nominating Committee, which is
the heart and soul of the evening, coordi-
nates the nominations process, sends
acknowledgments to the award. winners,
and gathers and organizes information
and material about the awardees. This
committee’s work has already started,
and ends the first week of Jan.
(Conveniently enough, this is when the
Program Book Production Committee’s
work starts.)

The Production Committee works with
the producer of the show, makes sure that
the requisite permits, insurance coverage,
etc., are obtained, produces the show
video, makes sure that the awards them-
selves are ordered and delivered on time
and is responsible for certain physical
aspects of the dinner, such as tlie table
centerpieces.

The Public Relations Committee pre-
pares and sends out press releases, coor-
dinates the advertising, generates publici-
ty and coordinates the press desk the
night of the Awards Show & Dinner.

The Program Book Production
Committee is responsible for all aspects
of the program book except for ad sales. It
does the copy for the book, works with
the graphic designer on layout and print-
ing, and gathers information re credits,
acknowledgments, etc.

The Silent Auction Committee puts
together the Silent Auction, including col-
lecting and displaying the auction mer-
chandise, and will work closely with
Events Unlimited the night of the dinner,
coordinating payment for and disburse-
ment of the auction goods.

The Celebrities Committee shamelessly
pursues and procures celebrity presenters
and guests for the show itself, and for the
kick-off event, coordinates the VIP cock-
tail reception and celebrities’ desk the
night of the Awards Show & Dinner.

Our-second Media Awards Show &
Dinner this past Apr. was an exciting and
moving “Brava/Bravo” to those people in
the media who portrayed our community
and our lives in a realistic, non-stereotypi-
cal manner. Not only was it a resounding
success financially, it was for those of us
working on it a great deal of fun and a
source of deep satisfaction. With your
help, we can work together (in pride) to
ensure that the 1993 edition will be even
more of a triumph.

If you would like to volunteer for a
committee, please contact either of the co-
chairs for GLAAD’s M.A.D.: Will Halm at
(213) 273-9222 or Carmichael Smith-Low
at (213) 874-1139. It may take us a little
while to get back to you; but don’t
despair, we will call back. Thanks!

Hollywood Supports...

November Update

Hollywood Supports and two entertain-
ment companies — Disney and Showtime
— were represented at the Second Annual
Lesbian & Gay Workplace Issues
Conference at Stanford University on Oct
2-3. The 300 attendees represented gay



and lesbian employee associations, and
associations in formation, at companies
nationwide, including Xerox, Lotus, the
U.S. Forestry Service and Pacific Bell.
Among the topics covered in workshops
were “Forming & Developing a
Successful Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual
Employee Association,” “Building
Alliances with Straight Co-Workers,” and
“Forming a Union Gay/Lesbian Caucus.”

Hollywood Supports’ Executive
Director Richard Jennings spoke on the
panel on domestic partnership benefits,
and explained how relatively easy and
low cost it is for companies that are self-
insured to extend health insurance bene-
fits to employees’ same-sex partners. The
Hollywood Supports model documents
and outline of arguments for the domestic
partner health benefit were hot items at
the conference, and Hollywood Supports
is-now networking with employee groups
nationwide, providing information and
guidance on the issues involved in seek-
ing this benefit. By the time you receive
this newsletter, Hollywood Supports
expects that a decision by a second enter-
tainment company to ‘follow MCA'’s lead
and provide the benefit will have been
officially announced. =

On the AIDS education front
Hollywood Supports’ facilitators are
delivering an average of three “AIDS in
the Workplace” seminars a week for
entertainment industry workplaces.
Hollywood Supports’ co-founders Sid
Sheinberg and Barry Diller were in atten-
dance at a luncheon seminar Oct. 17 for
human resources executives throughout
the industry that was held to preview the
seminar for those who had not yet sched-
uled it for their workplace. If you work in
the entertainment industry and are inter-
ested in scheduling a free Hollywood
Supports seminar for your place of busi-
ness, call Assistant Director Kyle Counts
at (213) 962-3118.

GLAAD/LA Elects
Board

The 1992 GLAAD/LA Board elections
have been completed. Elected to a new

term is current Board member Stephanie
Farrington-Domingue. Returning to the
Board after an absence is Carol Anderson.
New Board members will be Michael
Keegan, Robin Podolsky, Jan Simons,
Stephanie Thomas and Lee Werbel. The
GLAAD/LA Board is composed of 19
members who serve for terms of two
years with half of the seats due for elec-
tion each year. Five Board positions are
filled by liaisons from other community
organizations.

Please meet our newly elected Board
members:

Carol Anderson is a lesbian-feminist with
a lifetime experience in civil rights
activism. She is a founding member of
GLAAD/LA and currently serves as
Mayor Tom Bradley’s appointee to the
Citizens Advisory Panel to the Los
Angeles Police Department.

Ruthe D. Canter has been at a major
motion picture studio for three years, and

observes, “I have experienced homopho--.

bia that sets up back to pre-Stonewall
days. I have been appalled and dumb-
founded by the uneducated and archaic

attitudes of colleagues in the entertain- :

ment industry towards lesbians and
gays..I feel it’s time to roll up our sleeves
and get the job done right...”

Stephanie Farrington-Domingue pre-
sently serves GLAAD/LA as Board
Secretary as well as a GLAAD/USA
Representative. In addition, Stephanie is
President of Ladies Concerned, sits on the
Board of Imani Unidas AIDS Project and
is a Los Angeles City Commissioner for
the Community Redevelopment Agency’s
Relocation Appeals Board.

Michael Keegan will be serving on the
Board to realize several goals: “I would
like to do anything I can to fight discrimi-
nation in media and entertainment. I
would also like to promote the organiza-
tion in the gay and lesbian community
and within entertainment companies.”

Robin Podolsky is a writer and lesbian
activist. Robm points out, “I think it is
possible and” necessary to develop strate-
gic responses to the right-wing cultural
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counter-attacks that brands anti-defama-
tion activists as ‘politically correct cen-
sors.” It’s time to publicly analyze and
interrupt those formulations and to
reshape public discussion in a way that
reflects our concerns.”

Jan Simons is a design professional who
works with a variety of clients, including
motion picture and entertainment compa-
nies. She has been active with
GLAAD/LA and has done the design and
art direction for GLAAD/LA Reports for
the past year and a half.

Stephanie Thomas is a lesbian activist
who strongly believes that women, espe-
cially lesbians, are often ignored as role
models. Recognizing the diversity in our
community, Stephanie promises, “I will
outreach to the communities of color to
seek not only their help, but their symbi-
otic input and direction. The gay and les-
bian community is forever diverse and
positive images of gays and lesbians are

_+__needed.in all cultures.”

Lee Werbel states, “My main goal for
GLAAD is that the need for the organiza-
tion be eliminated. In the méan time, I
would welcome the opportunity to help
the organization continue in many differ-
ent ways to promote, at least, non-stereo-
typed reporting and to deal with homo-
phobia wherever it is.”

Your Name
Here...Permanently

GLAAD/ LAis proud to be able to help
the Gay & Lesbian Community Services
Center celebrate the opening of its new
building at 1625 N. Hudson on Nov. 2.
Coinciding with this event, The Center
has launched a fundraising projeat called
the Cornerstone Wall. For only $100.00

you can sponsor a -“brick” in the
Cornerstone Wall with one or two names.
Consisting of one thousand “bricks,” the
Cornerstone Wall will run along the hall-
way of the public meeting room area in
the new building. When GLAAD mem-
bers participate in the Cornerstone Wall
project and mention GLAAD/LA, in
addition to their own name being placed
on a brick, GLAAD/LA will have its
name placed on an additional brick for
every 10 bricks purchased by
GLAAD/LA members.

GLAAD/LA members are invited to
attend the historic Open House and rib-
bon-cutting on Dec. 6 from 3:00pm to
6:00pm with a brief program at 3:30pm.

Be a permanent part of The Center and
join in this historic event. Sponsor a
“brick” in the new Center building. To
sign up or receive a brochure, call Charlie
Conard at (213) 464-7400, ext. 400.

Executive Director's Réport
By David Smith

As I write my first column for GLAAD/LA
Reports, it's difficult for me to think of any-
thing else but the Election. In just a few
short days the Lesbian and Gay Civil Rights
Movement will be radically altered, and a
new era will begin regardless of who wins.
We are at a crossroads, and the outcome of
this Election will determine what direction
our struggle will take us. I hope from the
very core of my being that the direction we
are able to go is marked by change.

Looking back, the road to Nov. 3 was a
rough one, a very scenic drive for gay-bash-
ers with the homo/lesbo/queer-hating elite
never more prominent. While we, as voters
were embraced by one party, we were not
only excluded, but vilified by the other.

Phrases such as “family values,” and
“alternative lifestyle choices” were used to
slam everyone that did not resemble a char-
acter in a 50’s Ozzie and Harriet episode.
But we knew, they were always talking
about us.

I was reminded exactly what we are fac-
ing when GLAAD/LA became aware of a
lesbian family who had been invited to par-
ticipate in the taping of the Dan Quayle-Is-
A-Bozo premier episode of Murphy Brown.
At the last moment, producers decided that
a lesbian family might divert the focus
away from the stupidity of Dan Quayle’s
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December 1 to insure delivery in time for the holidays.

Now you can support GLAAD/LA by giving a year’s membership to friends, relatives and
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Executive Director’s Column
By David Smith

position. Let me tell you, it would take more
than a lesbian family to divert attention
from that cold hard fact. Dan Quayle was
talking about us as much as he was about
Murphy and her fatherless kid. The point is,
we are still considered too controversial to
be portrayed as a matter of fact. This must
change, and this is why GLAAD’s work is
so vital: The producers have promised an
episode featuring a lesbian theme very
shortly.

Other election-season twists came from
Patrick Buchanan accusing George Bush of
glorifying homosexuality and Ross Perot
talking about our issues like he was a nun in
a whore house. But nothing was more
bizarre than John F. Schlafly, the 41 year old
son of arch-conservative Phyllis Schlafly,
acknowledging that he is a gay. Bizarre, not
because he is gay (we are

as Willy Horton-type figures, yet the issues
were being redefined, the rhetoric made
more palatable for a larger voting audience.
Instead of all homosexuals being painted as
evil, it was simply their behavior, promoted
by the real noisy militants, the ones that
insist on “special rights.” Phyllis Schlafly
elaborating on her views said: “There’s
nothing about my position on gay rights
that should be offensive to a gay unless he’s

seeking some kind of preferential status.”
The way the “gay issue” was handled by
the far right was an exercise in poll-driven
media spinning. A recent Newsweek poll
showed voters disapproved of employment
discrimination against gays (78%), yet drew
the line when it came to same-sex marriages
(58% disapproved) and adoption rights
(61% disapproved). Hence two cornerstone
statements of the right wing

indeed everywhere), but
rather because Phyllis
Schlafly, an ardent, vocifer-
ous opponent of gay civil
rights, was portrayed by
many media organizations
as a sympathetic flgure, vie—
timized by her son’s sexual
orientation. The senior
Schlafly, widely credited
with derailing the ERA, no
fool at media spinning,
didn’t miss a beat in setting

attack strategy were: “Gays
and lesbians are seeking spe-
cial privileges,” read: the
right to marry and have chil-
dren; and “gays and lesbians
are making a lifestyle choice,”
read: gays don’t have lives,
they have lifestyles. Both are
central themes in the right-
wing sponsored campaigns
.| to pass two statewide ballot
@] initiatives in Oregon and
.. 'ﬁél Colorado. Initiatives, that if

the stage: “I love my son.
Your children do not always
do what you want them to. I have six chil-
dren...I'm not going to run their lives but I
love them all,” she told United Press
International. This statement surely struck a
chord with every mother in the country.
Her words were reminiscent of a recent
NBC interview with President Bush - asked
how he would react if one of his grandchil-
dren were gay, Bush said: “I'd love that
child. I would put my arm around him,
[but] I would hope he wouldn’t go out and
try to convince people that this was the nor-
mal lifestyle, that this was an appropriate
lifestyle, that this was the way to be.”

If John Schlafly was a Bush grandchild, he
wouldn’t disappoint the President. He
“warmly endorses” his mother’s political
views.

" Realizing that the blatant attacks were
backfiring big time, vote-conscious right-
wingers began back pedalling away from
overt gay-bashing, and retreated to the
“love the sinner/hate the sin” position in a
desperate attempt to sound less mean spirit-
ed. Gays and lesbians were still being used

Executive Dlrector Davd Smith

passed, will outlaw gay and
lesbian civil rights in those
states.

The bottom line is the stakes were raised
in Houston when somebody made the deci-
sion to allow a “cultural war” to be declared
against homosexual America.

Regardless of how the extreme right-wing
is spin-doctoring their message across the
country, it still boils down to second class
citizenship for lesbians and gay men.
Regardless of the outcome on Nov. 3, we are
in a fight for our lives. As we win more and
more battles, become more and more visi-
ble, they are just going to get nastier.

But YOU can make the difference. If YOU
get involved we can win! Become a member
of GLAAD/LA. Fill in the coupon in this
newsletter and send it along with your
check for $35. GLAAD/LA is on the front
lines against fighting the religious right-
wing and their incredible influence over
what we see on T.V. and in movie theaters.
And vote. Every lesbian, gay man, our
friends, and our families should vote as
though our lives depend on it. Because in
1992, they do.
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WHEN THE LOCAL NEWS IS BREAKING USE THESE DIRECT PHONE LINES TO RESPOND:
&) KABC-TV “Eyewitness News,” Roger Bell, News Director - (213) 668-2800
&) KCBS-TV “Action News,” John Lippman, News Director - (213) 460-3000

&) KNBC-TV, Nancy Valenta, News Director - (818) 840-3425

KFWB News 98 Radio - (213) 462-5392; FAX (213) 871-4670

KNX-AM Newsradio - (213) 460-3343; FAX 460-3275



*NEWS BRIEFS*

“Roseanne” Breaks Prime

Time Tahoo; Lesblan
Becomes a Joyiul Word
The Nov. 10 episode of
“Roseanne” (KABC-TV,
ch. 7, Tues. 9:00pm) was
a milestoné in the annals:
of television. Never has
the “L” word (and that
.~doesn’t mean Liberal)

_ been used so unabashed-
“ly on any program or sit-

com, especially a sitcom
that has continuously -
ridden the top echelon of

on TV. To middle

- America, Nancy (Sandra

Bernhard), one of the
partners in Roseanne’s
new business, not only
came “out” but probably
seemed way-out, After
her announcement to
Roseanneand sister
Jackie that she was a les-
bian, Nancy later intro-
duces her beautiful new
friend, Maria (Morgan
Fairchild). The verbal
interchange was on tar-

- get, intelligent and hilar-
ious. Ms. Arnold did say
she wanted to be known
as the “hippest straight

_person.” Well, she prob-
ably has that title well
within‘reach; if not
securely in hand.

The writers for this

~ episode crafted a tightly-

knit ensemble piece that

.~ ryline, that of Roseanne’s

mother moving intoia
retirement home, to be

woven around theles-

bian portions. The verbal
reactions and interplay
. for the entire episode
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GLAAD Comedy Night II & Cast Party

this GLAAD/LA fundraiser will be
Lynda Montgomery. As in last year’s
show, Lynda will be the MC and will
introduce comics Ivy Bottini, Judy Carter,
Michael Dane, Robin Greenspan, Vanessa
Kaufman, Bev Mickens and Barry Steiger.
A special segment of the evening will be
the debut of some “Amateur Comics”
selected by Lynda. With the

tart your holiday season with the funniest, most upbeat show in
town: the GLAAD Comedy Night II & Cast Party on Saturday
evening, Dec. 5, at the Harmony Gold Auditorium, 7655 Sunset
Blvd., in Hollywood. Leading a cast of cutting-edge comics for

after as an emcee and host for many street
festivals, parades and shows.

Judy Carter

Judy has achieved an enviable place
among her contemporaries as a highly
acclaimed comedienne touring the U.S.
and being the opening act for everyone
from Prince to Kenny

doors opening at 7:00pm,
and curtain at 8:00pm, a no
host bar will be available
and you will have a chance
to bid in our Silent Auction.
(Those wishing to donate
items for the Silent Auction
may contact GLAAD/LA
Co-President Dean Hansell
at (213) 931-4883.) Everyone
is invited to join in the cast
party which will follow the
show. What a great way to
kick-off the holidays. Tickets can be
reserved in advance for $25.00 each by
calling the GLAAD/LA office at (213)
463-3632 before 1:00pm on Fri., Dec. 4.
Tickets are $30.00 at the door.
Meet our great line-up of comics:

&

Lynda Montgomery, MC

With a career objective of being able to
qualify for a mortgage as a stand-up
comic and to become famous as an “out”
lesbian comic, Lynda has been perform-
ing regularly at the established southland
comedy clubs as well as being sought

Comedy Nite MC Lynda Montgomery

Loggins. A regular in
Atlantic City, she was nom-
inated for that city’s
“Entertainer of the Year.”
In addition to three
Showtime specials, Ms.
Carter has guest starred on
just about every variety
show on TV. She is the
author of Stand-up Comedy:
The Book (Dell Books) and
her comedy workshop has
been featured on “The
Oprah Winfrey Show,” “ABC World
News Tonight” and “Entertainment
Tonight.” As part of her community ser-
vices he has(Continued on Page 17)
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were close to perfection,
with each member of the
cast adding a relevant
and unique reaction to

- the lesbian disclosure.
For once, a character
from “the other side”
was not gratuituosly

~added. The inclusion of
this talented “real” les-

- bian portraying the fic-
tional lesbian Nancy, can
only add to the broad
appeal of “Roseanne,”
and could certainly gar-
ner another nomination:
for Ms. Arnold in this

- year’s GLAAD/LA
Media Awards. Partof
the momentum to
include a coming out on
“Roseanne” was sup-

~ plied by GLAAD/NY. A

- campaign was started
this past summer to send
signed petitions to Ms.
Amold to “help a lesbian
come out on prime
time.” She was'on record
as saying, “Look for that
to happen in the next
couple of seasons.”
Comments to:
“Roseanne,” ¢/o The
Carsey-Werner Co., c/o
CBS/MTM, 4024
Radford Ave., Building

+#3, Studio City, CA
91604; and GLAAD/NY,
150'W. 26th St,, New
York 10001; (212) 807-
1700:

- Not to be outdone by
KABC-TV was KNBC-
TV, ch::4. Thirty:minutes
after “Roseanne” fin-
ished; “Dateline NBC”
was broadcasting at its
regular time slot of
Tues., 10:00pm. Stone
Phillips, who is acquir-
ing an exceptional inter-
viewing technique,
proved to be just the
right “straight man” for
an‘intriguing interview
with Sandra Bernhard.

GLAAD@NOVEMBER
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Columna del co-presidente
by Dean Hansell

Cualquier estrategia que involuere el
problema de la homofobia en el sur de
California debe tomar en consideracion
nuestra creciente poblacion latina. El 40%
de los habitantes del condado de Los
Angeles es de origen hispano y uno de los
grupos que crece con mayor rapidez en la
region.

El desarrollo de estrategias para tratar el
tema de la homofobia dentro de la comu-
nidad hispana debe tener en cuenta tres
factores: 1. Los princi-
pales medios de comuni-

muerte, las torturas y los asesinatos de las
cuales son victimas los gays y lesbianas y
los activistas del sida, perpetrados por el
gobierno en paises como Nicaragua,
Colombia y Mexico, muchos de nuestros
problemas parecen juegos de ninos cuan-
do se comparan con las situaciones de
vida o muerte a las cuales se deben
enfrentar nuestros hermanos latinoameri-
canos.

Existe una cantidad de organizaciones
de gays y lesbianas latinos
en la ciudad de Los

cacion que sirven la
mayor parte de la pobla-
cion latina en Los
Angeles no son los mis-
mos que sirven la comu-
nidad anglo, asiatico-
americana o afro-ameri-
cana. 2. Al mismo tiem-
po, una gran parte de los
medios hispanos y una
gran parte del dialogo
politico se lleva a cabo en
espanol. 3. Una de las
preocupaciones mas
grandes de los latinos en cuanto a su
lucha contra la homofobia es la situacion
de peligro que deben confrontar sus her-
manos y hermanas en varios de los paises
latinaomericanos por el simple hecho de
ser gay o lesbiana.

Los principales medios de comunicacion
hispanos en el condado de Los Angeles
son el diario La Opinion (con una circula-
cion de alreadedor de 120 mil ejemplares
diarios), tres estaciones de television
(KMEX Canal 34, afiliada de la cadena
nacional en espanol Univision, KVEA,
afiliada a la cadena nacional en espanol
Telemundo, y el Canal 22, que repite la
programacion de Galavision, senal prove-
niente de Mexico). Existe tambien una
variedad de estaciones radiales en FM y
AM (incluyendo KLVE y la FM 98) que
tienen una extensa audiencia cuya lengua
principal es el espanol.

Un control efectivo y una respuesta a la
homofobia dentro de la comunidad latina
requieren el conocimiento del idioma
espanol pues el diario La Opinion esta
escrito en esta lengua y la mayoria de los
canales de television y estaciones radiales
sirven a la comunidad latina en espanol.
Al mismo tiempo, una gran parte de los
inmigrantes y las primeras generaciones
hablan predominantemente o exclusiva-
mente espanol.

Finalmente, con los escuadrones de la

Co-President Dean Hansell

Angeles que trabajan con
la intencion de combatir
la homofobia y con las
cuales GLAAD ha realiza-
do en el pasado distintos
proyectos. VIVA! es las
organizacion que reune a
artistas de origen latino;
hace poco VIVA! ha indi-
cado que creara un liaison
para unirse al consejo
directivo de GLAAD/LA.
GLLU (Gay and Lesbian
Latinos Unidos) es la
organizacion mas grande y mas antigua
en Los Angeles. Finalmente la reciente-
mente formada Latino-Network se encar-
gara de la lucha en contra de la homofo-
bia en toda Latinoamerica.

El consejo directivo de GLAAD/LA ha
decidido recientemente que una de sus
prioridades sera la de acercarse. En la
actualidad tenemos una linea abierta en
espanol, (213) 463-4673, y muy pronto ten-
dremos una liaison en nuestro consejo
directivo con VIVAd Pero de cualquier
modo, hay mucho que hacer aun para
desarrollar una comprensiva estrategia
dirigida a la comunidad latina. Debemos
desarrollar formas efectivas para contro-
lar y responder a los problemas de homo-
fobia dentro de los medios latinos, hecho
que se debe traducir en un conocimiento
de los politicos latinos en Los Angeles y
en el trabajo con grupos para poder aden-
trarnos mas en los temas que preocupan a
los gays y lesbianas en latinoamerica. Una
manera en que lo podremos lograr es tra-
bajando con organizaciones latinas de
gays y lesbianas en el sur de California y
ayudar asi a llevar a cabo sus metas.

Si estas interesado en estos asuntos y
quieres dedicar tu tiempo voluntaria-
mente, por favor ponte en contacto con las
oficinas de GLAAD/LA en el (213) 463-
3632 o llamando a Lois o Arnold
Newdorf al (818) 989-1595.

Television & Film

“20/120” Covers Northhampton

“20/20” reporter, Lynn Scherr, did an
excellent job on an Oct. 23 segment aired
on KABC-TV (Ch. 7, Fri, 10:00pm), deal-
ing with the lesbian population of
Northhampton, Massachusetts. While
marred by some extremely sensational-
ized promotion, echoed by Hugh Downs
and Barbara Walters, which tended to
frame lesbianism as a pathology (i.e.
“Women who love women — why are
they that way?”), the report itself went
below the surface to look at women who
build substantial relationships, have chil-
dren and who, in at least one case, had the
wit to turn the interviewer’s question
back on to her, asking Ms. Sherr why she
is a heterosexual.

The sample of women interviewed was
diverse in terms of age, occupation and
personal lifestyle, ranging from butch to
femme to those who are less easily classi-
fied. The vast majority of those inter-
viewed were white, which may have been
a reflection of the particular community
being profiled. Several stereotypes were
met head-on and dismissed. (“First they
say we hate men and then they say we
want to be them.”) The token homophobe,
a retired public official whose arguments
against the “normalcy” of lesbians and
gays did not come across as compelling or
logical, was immediately followed in the
broadcast by a taped hate call to a lesbian-
owned business.

While leaning toward the generalization
that lesbians are less politically active
than gay men, the show ended with the
assertion that lesbians are becoming
increasingly visible and vocal in demand-
ing their rights. The broadcast was a step
forward in the presentation of balanced
and accurate information about our vari-
ous communities. Comments to: “20/20,”
ABC Television, 157 Columbus Ave.,
New York 10023.

“Night Talk with
Jane Whitney”

“Night Talk with Jane Whitney,” week
nights at 11:30pm on KCAL-TV, ch. 9, is a

great addition to the talk- show circuit. A
distinct case in point was her Nov. 5 pro-
gram on “Gay and Lesbian Support
Groups in Public Schools.” While she fol-
lows the well-traveled format of long-
established talk-shows, she brings to the
genre an intelligent manner and inter-
viewing technique that allows her hour
show to be filled, at least in this case, with
relevant information and discussion. One
problem: the choice of guests presenting
opposition to the gay and lesbian support
groups.

At the start of the program, the various
panelists were spotlighted and brief bio-
graphical introductions indicated where
they stood on the topic of the evening.
Ms. Whitney’s direct and clear question-
ing — plus her ability to ask incisive fol-
low-ups — moved the tone of the discus-
sion to an easily understandable level.
Her one lapse during the course of the
program was when the guests from “the
other side” began their usual religiously-
tinted homophobic diatribes. She was not
able to stop the flow of misinformation
and “honey-tongued” hate coming from
one well indoctrinated parent. To even
have this type of guest on such a panel is
unproductive.

The gay teenagers on the panel were
remarkable: intelligent, calm, prepared,
committed and polite. To commend Ms.
Whitney on her manner and the nature of
this show, as well as to encourage her to
find informed guests with factual infor-
mation, write: “Night Talk with Jane
Whitney,” 5 TV Place, Needham, MA
02192; also to David Woodcock, General
Manager, KCAL-TV, 5515 Melrose
Avenue, Los Angeles 90038.

Straight Kids USA

The latest wrinkle in homophobia must
be Straight Kids USA, a self-appointed
“heterosexual support group” for chil-
dren and adolescents. As seen on the
Nov. 5 “The Montel Williams Show”
(KCOP-TV, ch 13, weekdays at 4:00pm),
this variation on the same tune-of-hate
involves youngsters joining together to
“vent their anger” about gays and les-
bians and “reveling in the natural hetero-
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Touching, briefly on her
part in the just aired
“Roseanne —over
another network.” Stone
asked some relevant

_ questions that partially

uncovered additional
aspects to the talents
possessed by Ms.
Bernhard. That he had to

. includeé:questions about

Madonna, and Sandra’s
relationship or'non-rela-
tionship:with the mega-

‘star, moved the inter-

view onto a very-ordi-
nary plain. However,
Ms. Bernhard’s ability to
react so genuinely made

:even these questions::

sound interesting,

. Comments to: Jeff °
Diamond, Executive
Producer, “Dateline
NBC,” 30 Rockefeller
Plaza, Room 510, New

- York 10012.

This proved to be an
evening ofexcellent
prime time viewing.

Dec. 22, Last General
Meeting of 1992

As the year winds down,
plan now on attending
the GLAAD/LA General
Meeting on Dec. 22. The
Tues. night meeting will

__startat 7:00pm and will

be held at the Temple
Beth Chayim Chad-
ashim, 6000 W, Pico
Blvd. (just east of

- Crescent Heights).
 Refreshments are avail-
~ able and guests are wel-
 comed. A $5.00 donation

is requested.

“And the Band
Played On"
Matthew Modine,
Richard Gereand

‘Whoopi Goldberg will

star in HBO Pictures”
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“And the Band Played
On,” a TV movie based
on journalist Randy
Shilts” book about the
early years of the AID
epidemic. The film is
being directed by Roger
Spottiswoode. Modine
'playsamedical
researcher who was
among the first to recog-
nize the nature of AIDS.
Gere plays a choreogra-
_ pher who represents
- those in the entertain-
_.ment industry who have
~ battled AIDS, and
- Goldberg stars as Selma
Dritz; a San Francisco
public health official.
The movie will be filmed
in Los Angeles and San
Francisco; Aaron
Spelling is executive
producer. Direct your
comments to: Mr. Aaron
Spelling, c/o Spelling
Enterprises, 5700
Wilshire Blvd., Los
Angeles, 90036.

“Key West"

With “Melrose Place”
(KTTV-TV, ch. 11, Wed,
9:00pm) attracting its fair
share of attention, Fox

Broadcasting is readying

yet another program fea-
turing a continuing gay
character. This time it
will be a gay man who
has just been elected the
mayor of the fictional
town, “Key West,” the
series title. Now waiting
for the green light, the
first episode is tentative-
ly set for broadcast dur-
ing Dec. or Jan.
However, it may never
make it to the airwaves
if Focus on the Family
has its way. This homo-

- phobic group is evident-
ly already finding the

_ storyline too “familiar,”

GLAADONOVEMBER
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sexual state in which they were created
and born.” Founder of this “group that
does not hate anyone” is a man named
Tom McDonough. Under questioning
from Montel, and provocative remarks

contacted by a staff member from KCET
and told that the station received many
calls and letters about his appearance on
the show. Many of them were negative.
The staff member then intimated that it is

and questions by the ado-
lescent audience, McDon-
ough, and two of his
Straight Kids USA mem-
bers, clearly demonstrated
advanced cases of homo-
phobia.

What evidently triggered
the start of this group is an
educational program in the
public schools — Straight
Kids USA is active in

suspected many of the
callers were the same set of
people calling over and
over again.

KCET has been at the
center of controversy on
several occasions relating

& to the gay and lesbian con-
gtent of some programs. If
& KCET gets the impression
c that their programming is
2 too controversial and that

Pennsylvania, New Jersey 1 o o vour great support it is turning-off their finan-

and Staten Island — called

the Rainbow Curriculum. Since the inter-
view and discussion were so protractedly
heated, the viewing audience never
learned exactly what Rainbow
Curriculum was except that it includes
the teaching of AIDS and HIV awareness
in very early school grades.

That the three gay teenagers on the
panel were able to hold their own against
the ugly onslaught of Straight Kids USA,
is testimony to the educational efforts of
the gay and lesbian community. No
address was given for Straight Kids USA,
but comments about the show and the
need for additional topics on lesbian and
gay issues, can be directed to: “The
Montel Williams Show,” 7800 Beverly
Blvd., Suite 231, Los Angeles 90036.

Has Religious Right
Targeted KCET?

Jack Castiglione, author of The Straight
Person’s Guide to Gay People’s Anguish, was
featured on KCET-TV’s “Life and Times”
on Oct. 29. The segment was called
“Straight Hate,” and focused on the
efforts of the community to combat the
rising tide of gay bashings in the city of
Long Beach. Jack, who is chair of the Long
Beach Police Chief’s Gay and Lesbian
Advisory Group, a member of the Human
Relations Commission and chair of the
Hate Crimes Sub-Committee, was later

cial supporters, they could
decide to discontinue such programs. If
they do, public television will cease being
public. To voice your support for the
inclusion of gay and lesbian issues, view-
points and people in all aspects of KCET's
operations, write: William Kobin,
President, KCET-TV, 4401 Sunset Blvd.,
Los Angeles 90027.

In the pink...
Maidenform

Continuing the inclusion of issues
important to gays and lesbians, as well as
recognizing this segment of the American
population as important consumers, is the
latest TV ad from Maidenform. In the Oct.
ads, models are shown wearing various
social and political buttons. Clothed tor-
sos of women fade in and out on the TV
screen portraying the racial, ethnic and
age diversity of American women.
Buttons shown were the expected political
ones (Bush, Clinton, Perot); the names of
various women senatorial candidates
(Boxer, Yeakel, Braun, Feinstein); and the
various social issues such as “I Believe
Anita,” “Murphy,” “Fight Racism,” “Pro
Life,” and “Pro Choice.” A red ribbon,
the symbol of the fight against AIDS,
made its appearance followed by a
woman wearing a pink triangle. In one
sequence a button was shown with the
message “Cure AIDS.”

At the end of the commercial, a voice-

Telé\?isi'on & Film

over recommends, “If you have some-
thing to say, now is the chance to get it off
your chest.” The Maidenform name then
appears on the screen. To show your sup-
port for this inclusive and aware advertis-
ing, contact: Mr. Robert Brawer,
President, and Ms. Elizabeth Coleman,
Chairperson, Maidenform, Inc., 90 Park
Avenue, 38th Floor, New York 10016 and
Marilyn Bane, Vice-President in Charge
of Advertising, same address.

“They should be shot”...

“Dateline NBC”

Focuses on Violence

“Always a Target,” an Oct. 27 segment
on “Dateline NBC” (KNBC-TV, ch. 4,
Tues., 10:00pm) dealt with homophobic
violence in New York City and what that
city’s gay and lesbian population is doing
to protect itself.

Anchored by Deborah Roberts, the piece
put a realistic and horrifying face on
hatred, showing film of a crowd shower-
ing verbal abuse on lesbian and gay
marchers in last year’s St. Patrick’s Day
Parade. Most astonishing were interviews
with heterosexual teenagers in
Bergenfield, New Jersey. One young male
declared, “I call them names like ‘fag’ and
‘queer’...they’re spreading AIDS all
around — well actually AIDS is a cure to
them, ‘cause AIDS is killing them. I hope
they just die out.” A young woman sim-
ply said while laughing, “They should be
shot.” The piece showed how lesbians
and gays are protecting themselves in the
face of indifference by society and law
enforcement. Interviewed were members
of Out Watch, a lesbian and gay street
patrol program.

Hosts Stone Phillips and Jane Pauley
made intelligent statements against preju-
dice in both introducing and closing the
segment. In her introduction, Pauley
helped viewers relate to the issue by say-
ing, “You're holding your sweetheart’s
hand as you walk down the street. And
for that, you're kicked in the face.”
Phillips closed the report with a call for
stronger hate crime laws and more educa-

tion stressing tolerance. Your comments
for “Dateline NBC” to agressively pursue
gay and lesbian bashing issues, can be
directed to: Jeff Diamond, Executive
Producer, “Dateline NBC,” 30
Rockefeller Plaza, Room 510, New York
10012,

First-ever broadcast...

AHF/AIDS Telethon
Nets $1.2 Million

The first-ever broadcast AIDS Telethon
in America, which was seen on Oct. 25
over local Los Angeles station KCAL-TV,
channel 9, brought in $1.2 million for the
AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF). The
three-hour telethon was seen throughout
Southern California and, according to
AHF President Michael Weinstein, the
results were gratifying. Celebrity MCs
such as James Edward Olmos, Anna
Marie Horsford, Edward Asner, Dick
Sargent, Charles J. Dutton, Channel 9
newscaster Pat Harvey, and others,
helped to keep the pace of the show mov-
ing as the individual and corporate dona-
tions began to mount. A special moment
occurred when Leonard Bloom, Executive
Director of AIDS Project Los Angeles
(APLA), appeared and gave a $25,000.00
donation.

According to Weinstein, KCAL-TV was
supportive, running Public Service
Announcements prior to the telethon and
a “Women and AIDS” program the hour
immediately before the telethon. Your
comments may be directed to: David
Woodcock, General Manager, KCAL-TV,
5515 Melrose Ave., Los Angeles 90038;
copy to Bill Kraines, AHF, 1800 N.
Argyle, Suite #304, Los Angeles 90028.

English Translation of
Co-President Column

Any strategy to address the issues of
homophobia in Southern California must
take into consideration our burgeoning
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i.e,, the mayor is elected
to office despite a hate
campaign waged by
fanatic fundamentalists.
Comments to encourage
the inclusion of gay men
andilesbians can be
directed to: Peter
Chernin, President, Fox
Broadcasting, P.O. Box
900, Beverly Hills, CA
90213.

Gays & Leshians Iin Space

Reportsilast month doc-
umented the amazing
success of “Star Trek:
The:Next Generation.”
After five years in syndi-
cation the allure of the:
program shows no signs

. are in'the making, how-
- ever. With actor con-

. tractsialready into an

- added sixth year to‘their
- five year contracts;ia

spinoff, “Star Trek: Deep

- Space Nine,” is being

prepared for syndication

- sometime in Jan., ‘93:by

Paramount and execu-

group that has guided
“The Next Generation:?
Now'to the important :
question. Will there be:
the introduction of any:
gay/lesbian characters

been quite some time:

. (Mar., ‘92) since “The
. Next Generation”

touched on homosexual
inclusiveness. And,

~ unfortunately, that

inclusion was out of step
with.Sci-Fi:and ‘90's real-

ity. Several years agoall

inquiries about inclusion
in “The NextGenera-
tion”were met with:a

~ “No.” But'what about
- “Deep Space Nine,”
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- Paramount? Inquiring
' minds would like to
know. Anyinfo to:
‘GLAAD/LA (213) 463~
3632; FAX (213) 463-
4923, Comments to: Rick
Berman and Michael
Piller, Executive
Producers, Paramount
Domestic TV, 5555
Melrose Avenue,
Hollywood 90038.

Quotabie Quotes...

From Cher appearing on
CNN’s Larry King Live
when asked what she
thought about gay peo-
ple, “1 don’t think any-
thing about gay people,

_ they’re people...”

From Dima Lychov,
Editor of a Moscow gay
newspapet upon hear-
ing that Boris Yeltsin has
“proposed the lifting of
the Stalin-era Article
121-1 which criminalizes
gay male activity,
“Maybe if the govern-
ment announces that it
- doesn’t consider homo-
sexuality scary or crimi--
nal, public opinion will
begin to change.”
- (Umm...anyonein
Washington D.C. listen-
ing?)

From Dick Sargeant
upon hearing that
tabloid reporters are try-

“ing to find out'if he has
AIDS, "I would like to
set the record straight. |
am recovering just fine
from outpatient surgery
for prostate cancer and
will be starting a new
film on Dec. 10.”

From former talk-show .
host Dennis Miller
appearing on the
Whoopi Goldberg

GLAAD®NOVEMBER

LA LA L E L R R L L R L R L L R R R R N R R R R R R R R R R T R R R R R R R R N L R R R L L L R L R R L L R A LY

Television & Film

Hispanic population. 40% of the popula-
tion of Los Angeles County is Hispanic
and it is one of the fastest-growing popu-
lations in the region.

Development of a strategy to deal with
homophobia as it effects Hispanics must
consider three factors: 1. The primary
media outlets serving much of Los
Angeles’ Hispanic population are not the
same as those that serve the white, Asian-
American and African-American popula-
tions; 2. Much of the media communica-
tion that serves Los Angeles’ Hispanic
population and some of the political dia-
logue is done in Spanish; and 3. A major
consideration for Hispanics in fighting
homophobia are the life and death situa-
tions confronted by many of their sisters
and brothers in Latin America for being
lesbian or gay.

The major Hispanic media in Los
Angeles County consist of the daily news-
paper La Opinion (with a circulation of
about 120,000), three television stations,
Channel 34 (KMEX, an affiliate of
Univision, which in turn is owned by
Hallmark), Channel 52 (KVEA, an affiliate
of Telemundo), and Channel 22 (cable
television, which broadcasts program-
ming from Mexico.) In addition there are
a variety of AM and FM radio stations in
Los Angeles whose audience is primarily
Hispanic, including KLVE.

To effectively monitor and respond to
homophobia within the Hispanic commu-
nity requires a facility with the Spanish
language since La Opinion is written in
Spanish and most of the broadcasting on
the television and radio stations that serve
Los Angeles’ Hispanic community is done
in Spanish. Further, a substantial percent-
age of Hispanics in Los Angeles, particu-
larly immigrants and first generation
members speak only or predominantly
Spanish.

Finally, with death squads and govern-
ment torture and killing of gay and les-
bian and AIDS activists in countries such
as Nicaragua, Colombia and even Mexico,
for many Hispanic lesbian and gay
activists in Los Angeles many of our
issues seem almost luxuries when com-
pared with the life and death issues
encountered in many Latin American
countries.

There are several Hispanic lesbian and

gay organizations in Los Angeles that do
work in combating homophobia and with
whom GLAAD/LA has done some work.
VIVAL! is the organization of Hispanic
artists and performers. VIVA! has recently
indicated that it will appoint a liason to
the GLAAD/LA Board of Directors.
GLLU (Gay & Lesbian Latinos Unidos) is
the largest and oldest Hispanic gay and
lesbian organization in Los Angeles.
Finally, the newly-formed Latin Network
will address issues of homophobia in
Central and South America.

The GLAAD/LA Board of Directors has
recently decided that outreach will be one
of our top priorities for the year. We cur-
rently maintain a Spanish language hot-
line, (213) 4634673, and will soon have a
liason on our board from VIVA!
However, there is much else we must do
to develop and execute a comprehensive
Hispanic strategy. We must develop effec-
tive means for monitoring and respond-
ing to homophobia within the Hispanic
media, translate many of our publications
into Spanish, meet with and become a
presence with Hispanic politicians in Los
Angeles, and work with groups to help
address the survival issues of gays and
lesbians in Latin America. One way we
might do so is to work with Hispanic les-
bian and gay organizations in Southern
California to assist them to become media
savvy.

If you are interested in this issue and
can volunteer your services, please con-
tact the GLAAD/LA office at (213) 463-
3632 or Lois and Arnold Newdorf at
(818) 989-1595.

“It's trickle-down intolerance...”

Anna Quindlen: An
Inspiring Voice of Reason

It would be hard to find a more enlight-
ened and intelligent voice speaking out
against hatred, discrimination and bigotry
than that of Anna Quindlen, columnist for
the New York Times. (In Los Angeles, writ-
er Tim Rutten of the Los Angeles Times has
achieved similar high-marks in his pleas
for human rights.) However, the Oct. 28

& The Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation/Los Angeles

presents

COMEDY NIGHT II

Saturday, December 5, 1992
Harmony Gold Auditorium
7655 Sunset Blvd. - Hollywood

Doors open at 7pm
No host bar/refreshments

Curtain at 8pm

$25.00 in advance by calling
(213) 463-3632

prior to 1:00pm,

Friday, December 4.

$30.00 at the door

SILENT AUCTION
&
CAST PARTY

featuring

LYNDA MONTGOMERY,
as MC

IVY BOTTINI

JUDY CARTER
MICHAEL DANE

ROBIN GREENSPAN
VANESSA KAUFMAN
BEV MICKINS

BARRY STEIGER

and other comedy friends

Don’t forget your checkbook,

i GLAAD/LA
Comedy Night II/Cast Party

& Silent Auction

is a fundraiser for GLAAD/LA.
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of the Los Angeles Times, “a style that is
lucid, supple, direct and...passionate.”
Ms. Cook’s thorough research of one of
America’s enduring personalities, touches
on how E.R. “..forged close friendships
with other women, some of them les-
bians, and joined women'’s organizations

reaction has been positive, however,
according to Ms. McDermott and Jessea
Greenman, co-chair of GLAAD/SFBA.
“One caller promised to burn every bill-
board we put up, and added that we
would all burn in hell,” said Greenman.
“Another left a message filled with

committed to the progres-
sive struggle.” Ms. Cook
continues, “...our culture
has sought to deny the
truths and complexities
about women’s passion
because it is one of the great
keys to women’s power.”
Cook then presents, persua-
sively, according to Ms.
Morris, that “After she
became First Lady, she may
have had (an affair) with

Quotable Quote...
From Marilyn Quayle, wife of
outgoing Vice-President Dan
Quayle, upon hearing about
the GLAAD Billboard Project
and taking exception to the
billboard’s affirmation of les-
bian and gay families, “My
understanding is that without
the intervention of science,
they wouldn’t be able to pro-
create.”

obscenities and called us
sick and pathetic.”

The Patrick Media
Group, a leading outdoor
advertising firm with
offices in Southern and
Northern California, as
well as coast-to-coast, is
interested in public
response and is encourag-
ing correspondences and
calls. Comments to:
Southern California: Ed

prize-winning reporter

Dato, Patrick Media

Lorena Hickok.” And, “Seldom has a sec-
ond volume been so eagerly awaited.”

Another Traditional Family...

Billboard Project
Moving into High Gear

With the debut of the first GLAAD bill-
board near Sacramento on Oct. 22, the
Billboard Project, “Another Traditional
Family,” is getting ready to move into
high gear. With billboard space at a pre-
mium due to the elections and the oncom-
ing holidays, Patrick Media Group, the
company which is donating the billboard
space for this educational project, will
soon be assigning, on a space available
basis, at least 20 billboards to GLAAD for
one month periods. GLAAD-/SFBA
spokesperson, Trish McDermott, has been
monitoring the Northern California por-
tion of the project (the first billboard went
up in the Sacramento area) and is very
encouraged by the response from the gay
and lesbian press and the mainstream
media. Said Trish, “I have been over-
whelmed by the response. It is very grati-
fying. The requests for information, inter-
views and appearances are coming every-
day from as far away as Florida and, of
course, here in the Bay Area.” Not all

Group, 1550 W. Washington Blvd, Los
Angeles; (213) 731-5111. Northern
California: George Broder, Patrick Media
Group, 1601 Maritime, Oakland, CA
94607; (510) 835-5900.

Project 21...
California State Board

of Education

The fate of gay and lesbian references,
as contained in the proposed Health
Education Framework, is still being debated
by the State Board of Education. At its
Oct. meeting the Board was treated to a
bold presentation by Irene Cheng, its 16-
year-old student member. Cheng
informed her adult colleagues, that stu-
dent leaders throughout Calif-ornia were
“overwhelming in support of the princi-
ple of (lesbian, gay and bisexual) inclu-
sion,” and did not approve of the
Education Code’s requirement that text-
books must teach “honor and respect for
monogamous heterosexual marriage.”

To date, Cheng is the only member of
the Board of Education to make a strong
statement in support of educational equi-
ty for lesbians and gays. Direct your com-
ments to: Irene Chun-I Cheng, member,
State Board of Education, 2801 Mariposa
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ally updating its refer-
ence file of clippings and

i-articles so that the actual

statements of anyone
who is‘practicing
defamation, or voicing
support for.our human

. rights, can be easily doc-
i umented. A strong note

of thanks:goes to Marj
Karpen, who follows'the
Los Angeles Times;
Stephen Moore, the ever

- vigilant watchdog of the

San Gabriel Valley Tribune
and Orange County
Register; and Roy

. Bigelow, who comes‘to

the GLAAD/LA office
three times a week to
keep the files in order.
But, we need more vol-

- unteers..Can you, or

someone youknow, fol-:
low the Daily News and
share the burden with

. the Los Arigeles Times?

We nieed help. _

In addition, if yoii read
something in a maga-
zine, newspaper, period-

ical, newsletter, etc., that

relates to gay-and les-
bian issues, clip it-and
send it to; GLAAD/LA,
P.O. Box 931763,
Hollywood 90093-1763;
or FAX it to us (213) 463-

: 4923 ; or call the hotline

report it verbally.

GLAAD/NY'S Quarterly
Newsletter Debuts

. The premiere issue of

Images, an eight:page
quarterly newsletter
published by GLAAD/-

- NY, has just:debuted

(Vol T#1, Fall 1992).
Carryingreports from

+GLAAD/NY Executive

Director Ellen Carton,
Board Chair Mary T.
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Nealon, and others, the
newsletters sports pic-
tures along with attrac-
tive graphics and head-
lines. Articles covered
GLAAD/NY Media
Awards and Rush
Limbaugh. Congratu-
lations New York!

Leshlan/Gay Fllms Sought

The San Francisco
International Lesbian &
Gay Film Festival is
accepting entries until
Mar. 1,1993. The
Festival is scheduled for
June 18 - 27, 1993, and is
sponsored by Frameline,
a non-profit media arts
organization dedicated
to exhibiting, distribut-
ing and funding lesbian
and gay films.
Information can be
obtained by calling (415)
703-6850 or by writing
Frameline, P.O. Box
14792, San Francisco,
CA 94115. Return han-
dling fees have been
waived for entries sub-
mitted before Jan. 1,
1993.

West Hollywood

Senlors Flim Series
Continues

The film series about
older gays and lesbians,
“Where we were, Where
we are, Where we're
going!,” continues at
Plummer Park, Hall A in
Dec., 2:00pm. The Dec. 6
showing will feature
“Harry Weinberg's
Notebook (A Letter to
Harvey Milk)”and
“Women Like Us,
Women Like That” will
be shown on Dec. 20. A
$2.00 donation is
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Drive, Burlingame, CA 94010. Also to:
Joseph Stein, Chairman, State Board of
Education, 721 Capitol Mall,
Sacramento, CA 94244; (916) 657-5478,
fax (916) 657-5101. And Yvonne Johnson,
Chair, Curriculum Commaission, P.O.
Box 944272, Sacramento, CA 94244; fax
916/327-6887.

Accrediting Discrimination

The Western College Association of
Schools and Colleges (WASC) Accrediting
Commission for Senior Colleges and
Universities has recently released a draft
of a proposed Policy Statement on
Diversity which explicitly excludes sexual
minorities. The statement reaffirms that
any institution to be accredited must
“demonstrate its commitment to the
increasingly significant role played by
diversity of ethnic, social and economic
background among its members by mak-
ing positive efforts to

unacceptable. Write to: Sister Magdalen
Coughlin, Chair, Senior Commission,
P.O. Box 9990, Mills College, Oakland,
CA 94613,

To the Rescue...

San Diego Police
Deserve Merit Badge

San Diego Police Chief Bob Burgreen
severed his department’s ties to the Boy
Scouts of America in Oct. because the
organization discriminates against homo-
sexuals. Burgreen said he ordered police
officials to return a charter to operate a
police Explorer post for the Boy Scouts
after it was learned that local BSA officials
had suspended El Cajon Police Officer
Chuck Merino as an advisor to the
Explorer Post after Merino acknowledged
that he is gay. (Merino first came out pub-
lically last year.) The San Diego Police
Explorer Post has been a

foster such diversity.”

Quotable Quote...

part of the department for

In further defining From R. Scott Rhodes, member of more than 25 years.

“diversity,” the state- the San Diego Human Relations

In related developments,

ment clarifies that Commission, commenting on the the San Diego Human

WASC
“make no mention of
sexual orientation.
Institutions accredited
by this commission fol-

understanding,

standards Boy Scouts, “I say shame on us if Relations Commission is-
we ignore cries for help from our

gay youth who are crying for help,
support and
healthy role models. I, for one, will
not ignore their cries, with my

sued a harsh censure of the
Boy Scouts calling for the
city to terminate its lease
agreements with them and

low varying policies sjlence, neglect or ignorance. The asking the United Way in
based upon institu- Boy Scouts of America need to San Diego to cease its fund-
tional mission and reli- open themselves to new enlighten- ing of the local Scout group.
gious conviction.” In ment that is more inclusive of the Concurrent with these calls,
plain English, colleges current knowledge about homosex-  the California Highway

and universities are
invited to discriminate
against, and ignore the

uality.” Comments to: San Diego  p,ro] announced that it was
Human Relations Commission,

Att.: Ms, Christiann L. Klein,
Executive Director, 1200 3rd

“reviewing” its affiliation
with the Scouts in light of

concerns of lesbian Ayenye, #916, San Diego, CA the suspension. Comments

and gay students and 92101.

to: Chief Bob Burgreen,

staff, without their big-
otry affecting their accreditation.

The WASC is accepting comment on its
proposed policy before making a final
draft in Feb. Write the Commission and
explain to them that its proposed Policy
Statement on Diversity explicitly recog-
nizes homophobia and discrimination
against lesbian, gay and bisexual people.
Remind them that any type of bigotry is

San Diego Police Depart-
ment, 1401 Broadway, San Diego, CA
92101; Mr. Dawson Dowty, President,
United Way of San Diego County, P.O.
Box 23543, San Diego, CA 92193.

Meanwhile reports to the GLAAD/LA
hotline - (213) 931-9429 - tell of full page
ads appearing in the Orange County

............

GLAAD/LA’s
Center Stage

”Rusty”
Rush Limbaugh (or Rusty, as he is known around the family ranch house in Cape Giradeau, Missouri) was placed
on GLAAD/LA’s "Center Stage” last month for continued monitoring by GLAAD members. He is “holding court”
with his sophmoric routine weekdays at 3:30pm on KCOP-TV, channel 13. We are glad to have received responses to
our request for monitoring. One GLAAD/LA member sent an article from the Oct. 17 issue of The Arizona Republic
with biographical material and personal information such as ”...around the house he is laughingly and lovingly referred
to as ’Big Mouth’ by his mother, Mildred.” A caller to the GLAAD/LA hotline reported that Rusty called one of the
members of his studio audience a ”dyke on bike” and then claimed she was “reformed” after she saw him. Another re-
port comes from GLAAD/NY where GLAAD members met with Limbaugh'’s distributor, Robert L. Turner (who also
distributes Donahue), and Limbaugh’s producer, Roger Ailes (yes, the confidant and friend of defeated presidential
candidate, George Bush), where they were told that Turner had secured an agreement with Limbaugh that no referenc-
es to gays and lesbians would be made on the air that would not also be appropriate to say about African-Americans or
Jewish people. It was noted that Limbaugh recently said on-air that when the subject of gays and lesbians comes up,
he gets into trouble. Comments to: KCOP-TV, Bill Frank, General Manager, 915 N. La Brea, Los Angeles 90038;
and "The Rush Limbaugh Show,” c/o Multi-Media Entertainment, 75 Rockefeller Plaza, 22nd Floor, New
York 10019; GLAAD/LA Hotline: (213) 931-9429.

Quotable Quote...

From Rush Limbaugh when asked about women in combat, "Here’s my proposal: We have 52 battalions. We can pre-
pare the nation so that we have on any given week of the year a combat-ready battalion of Amazons to go into battle.
Imagine that you are Manuel Antonio Noriega. You are in the Papal Nuncio in Panama City. You feel safe. All of a
sudden, you hear this bloodcurdling scream outside, I AM OUTRAGED!” And there is Sgt. Molly Yard leading a
battalion of Amazons with PMS over the hill. That would be enough to scare the pants off anybody.”
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To
All my friends/ clients
and to
those I have yet to meet!

Jean Stephenson
Vice President
Dean Witter Reynolds Inc.
(818) 841-3761
(310) 274-4010
(800) 359-3899

(Over 40 years experience
with Investors, Individuals, Corporations
IRA & Roll Overs, 401k Pensions
Profit Sharing)
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requested. The series,
which is a project of the
West Hollywood Senior
Center and Project
Rainbow, will run bi-
weekly until Jan 24,
1993. For more informa-
tion call: Stu (213) 851~
8202 or Ruth (213) 876~
1717. If you have addi-
tional time on any week-
day, consider coming by
the GLAAD/LA office,
7033 Sunset Blvd, and
volunteer to help a few
hours answering
phones, faxing and mail-
ing. Your help is needed
and would be greatly
appreciated.
GLAAD/LA Office:
(213) 463-3632.

Media Outreach
Commitiee

The Media half of the
Outreach Committee
will be meeting the third
Tues. of each month (for
Dec. that will be the
15th) at 7:30 pm at the
GLAAD/LA office, 7033
Sunset Blvd., two blocks
east of La Brea in
Hollywood. Media
Outreach works in a vari
ety of ways to educate
people in the media
about homophobia and
about GLAAD. Our
activities are targeted at
the film, television,
radio, music and print
industries. If you have
experience in any of
these areas or if you are
interested in learning
more about the media,
please join us. Call:
Michael Keegan or
Jehan Agrama,
Outreach Committee,
Media Co-Chairs, (213)
463-3632.
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GLAAD News

Register produced by the Religious Right
against homosexuals being involved with
the Scouts. Included in the ad is a petition
specifically against Wells Fargo and Levi
Strauss for their actions in favor of non-
discrimination. To support these compa-
nies in their stand for human rights,
write: Mr. Robert Strauss, Chairman of
the Board, Levi Strauss & Co., 1155
Battery Street, San Francisco 94111 - or
call their consumer hotline (800) 872-5384;
and Karen Wegmann, President, Wells
Fargo Foundation, 420 Montgomery
Street, San Francisco 94163; FAX (415)
572-9594; Telephone (415) 396-3606. To
help educate the Orange County Register,
write: Letters to the Editor, Orange
County Register, 625 N. Grand Avenue,
Santa Ana, CA 92701.

Students Fight
for Rights - Win

On Oct. 13th, the GLAAD/LA hotline -
(213) 931-9429 - received the following
message:

“My name is Stephen Santos. I am the pres-
ident of the Gay & Lesbian Student Union
(GLSU) at Santa Monica City College. Since
our “Coming QOut Week,” (in which)
GLAAD/LA had participated, we've been tar-
geted with hate mail and the school refuses to
do anything about it. We want to organize a
phone zap against the school. The fliers in
question (are worded) “Family Rights
Forever, Gay Rights Never” and we at the
GLSU find it very offensive. You can contact
me tonight. We can organize this further if
this is something GLAAD/LA would like to
participate in. I would hope so because this is
where the new generation is coming from and
if we can’t show that there’s support within
the community, (it will be) kind of discourag-
ing for people in our club.”

GLAAD/LA moved into action.

Stephen now reports: The perpetrators
(of the flier) turned out to be the
Executive Director and the Publicity
Director of the Santa Monica City College
Student Union. The E.D. insisted she had
a right to any opinion and the right to
express any opinion and that she had
talked with her lawyer. She is against

“special rights” for gays and lesbians and
considers gay/lesbian “lifestyle” a choice,
and that gays and lesbians don’t support
“family values.”

We and the students didn’t object to her
right of free speech. We just thought the
persons heading the Student Union repre-
sented all of the students, not just the het-
erosexual ones. And David Smith
(GLAAD/LA Executive Director) protest-
ed to the school’s President that denying
rights to any groups was not appropriate
in any college and he hoped he would
denounce the flyer.

There were meetings with the deans
and the student councils. The GLSU got
support from all the other campus
groups, circulated a petition for recall, got
enough signatures, and the offending
parties did “a Nixon” and resigned. The
President of the College issued a state-
ment that harassment of any group was
unacceptable. He was glad that this issue
had focused on student government,
which it had. This was one of the first
times the college students really got into
activism. And it worked.

The Santa Monica College GLSU is
enthusiastic about GLAAD/LA and
wants to support GLAAD Comedy Night
II on Dec. 5, and wants to donate some
money to bring one of GLAAD’s bill-
boards to Santa Monica. To encourage the
equal treatment of all citizens, write: Dr.
Richard Moore, President, Santa Monica
City College, Santa Monica, CA 90405;
and Stephen Santos, President, Gay &
Lesbian Student Union, Santa Monica
City College, Santa Monica, CA 90405.

Letter to Dr. Richard Moore from
GLAAD/LA Executive Director,
David Smith

Dear Dr. Moore:

With regard to the flier, “Family Rights
Forever, Gay Rights Never,” we enclose a
copy of our letter to the Executive Director of
the Student Union.

We fully understand the constitutional
right to hold any opinion and to express it.
However, had the flier said “Latino Rights
Never” or “African-Amercian Rights Never”
we think you would have acted quickly.

BUY GAY & SAVE

"Prices Lower Than"
Fedco, Circuit City, Silo & The Good Guys
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Darkroom e Desktop Publishing Los ANGELES
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213.464-7513 FAX

Pick-up & Delivery Available

GLAAD ] NOVEMBER




Women of GLAAD to Meet
Tues., Dec. 1

The Women of GLAAD
Caucus meeting will be
on Dec. 1 at 7:00 pm at
the GLAAD office (7033
Sunset Bivd.). If you
would like to be a part of
the lesbian voice in
GLAAD's affairs, come
and join us for our
. monthly informal gath-
ering to discuss ways in
which we:can become
- more visible in our'com-
munity. Ourpurpose is
to encourage the partici-
pation of lesbians on the
GLEAADYLA board and:
on GLAAD'’s commit-
© tees, and to ensure that
GLAAD continues to
fight for lesbian visibility
in all areas‘of the media.
We will aggrandize,
politicize, scandalize,

GLAAID/LA Reports Staff
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Carl Matthes
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Art Direction & Design
Jan Simons
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GLAAD News

GLAAD News

The head of an organization sets the moral
tone of that organization. The assertion that
ANY group should be denied civil rights is
abhorrent and we feel it should be castigated
as totally inappropriate to a college campus.
We urge you to denounce the view of urging
the denial of rights to any group.

If you would like your letter to be con-
sidered for publication in GLAAD/LA
Reports, send your letter about any sub-
ject, or, if it involves your letter and a
response to one of GLAAD/LA Reports sto-
ries, to: GLAAD/LA Reports, Attn.: Carl
Matthes, Editor, P.O. Box 931763,
Hollywood 90093. Or FAX directly to the
Editor at: (213) 257-5878.

Media Awards
Nominations

It's that time of year again. The prepara-
tions for the annual GLAAD/LA Media
Awards Nominations, the winners of
which will be announced at the gala
Media Awards Show and Dinner on
March 20, 1993, are underway.
GLAAD/LA is now accepting the names
of possible Award nominees from the fol-
lowing disciplines: Television & Radio
Programming; the Recording Industry;
the Print Media; Film and Advertising.
The primary criteria for submissions in
news is that the work includes fair and
comprehensive coverage of lesbians and
gay men. For the entertainment media,
the primary criteria is that the work por-
tray gay and lesbian characters as com-
plete human beings rather than one
dimensional stereotypes.

To qualify, the material must have been
first published or broadcast between Jan.
1 and Dec. 31, 1992. To submit your nomi-
nee, simply write-out the name, the topic,
storyline or title, date, etc. and send it to:
Media Awards Nominating Committee,
GLAAD/LA, P.O. Box 931763,
Hollywood 90093. Questions can be
directed to the GLAAD/LA office: (213)
463-3632.

Now’s the time to get involved...
Volunteers needed for
Media Awards Show

As was reported in last month’s
GLAAD/LA Reports the planning process
for GLAAD/LA’s 1993 Media Awards
Show & Dinner (Sat., Mar. 20, 1993,
International Ballroom, Beverly Hills
Hotel), our 3rd Annual, is well underway.
A committee structure has been devel-
oped, and as a result, opportunities to
become involved in this glamorous and
important event abound!

The Corporate/Industry Sponsorship &
Sales Committee is responsible for
procuring corporate/industry sponsor-
ships, ticket sales and program book ad
sales.

The Nominating Committee, which is
the heart and soul of the evening, coordi-
nates the nominations process, sends
acknowledgements to the award winners,
and gathers and organizes information
and material about the awardees. This
committee’s work has already started,
and ends the first week of Jan.
(Conveniently enough, this is when the
Program Book Production Committee’s
work starts.)

The Production Committee works with
the producer of the show, makes sure that
the requisite permits, insurance coverage,
etc., are obtained, produces the show
video, makes sure that the awards them-
selves are ordered and delivered on time
and is responsible for certain physical
aspects of the dinner, such as the table
centerpieces.

The Public Relations Committee pre-
pares and sends out press releases, coor-
dinates the advertising, generates publici-
ty and coordinates the press desk the
night of the Awards Show & Dinner.

The Program Book Production
Committee is responsible for all aspects
of the program book except for ad sales. It
does the copy for the book, works with
the graphic designer on layout and print-
ing, and gathers information re credits,
acknowledgements, etc.

The Silent Auction Committee puts
together the Silent Auction, including col-
lecting and displaying the auction mer-

chandise, and will work closely with
Events Unlimited the night of the dinner,
coordinating payment for and disburse-
ment of the auction goods.

The Celebrities Committee shamelessly
pursues and procures celebrity presenters
and guests for the show itself, and for the
kick-off event, coordinates the VIP cock-
tail reception and celebrities’ desk the
night of the Awards Show & Dinner.

Our second Media Awards Show &
Dinner this past Apr. was an exciting arEd
moving “Brava/Bravo” to those people.m
the media who portrayed our community
and our lives in a realistic, non-stereotypi-
cal manner. Not only was it a resounding
success financially, it was for those of us
working on it a great deal of fun and a
source of deep satisfaction.

With your help, we can work together
(in pride) to ensure that the 1993 edition
will be even more of a triumph. If you
would like to volunteer for a committee,
please contact either co-chair: Will at (213)
273-9222 or Carmichael at (213) 874-1139.

Thanks! Will Halm and Carmichael
Smith-Low, Dinner Co-Chairs.

Lesbians/Gays and
the Military

The tide against the ban of lesbians and
gays serving in the

then President Ronald Reagan.
Meinhold’s attorney is not sure what the
government may do next. However, after
President-elect Clinton is inaugurated, he
can fully rescind the 1981 policy directive
with a “stroke of a pen.” And, according
to Sandra Lowe, a New York attorney
active in military discharges of homosex-
uals, “I fully expect him to do s0.”

Educating the Media:

Two Cases

Case One: The Daily Breeze
The Daily Breeze, a newspaper in the
Copley chain based in the South Bay,
invited GLAAD/LA to one~of a series of
lunches at which representatives of
minority groups talk about their concerns
and answer reporters’ and editors’ ques-
tions. More than 30 employees attended
the lunch at which GLAAD/LA’s
Executive Director David Smith and
Monitor and Response Co-Chair
Charlotte Innes initiated a lively dialogue
on issues ranging from gay-sensitive lan-
guage and gay and lesbian-themed sto-
ries, to ways in which reporters can
include gays and lesbians in routine sto-
ries, any why gay stories should get better
play.
These are recent examples of what we
call Media Outreach,

Military is still ris-
ing. With
Clinton Presidency
still a couple months
off, U.S. District
Judge Terry Hatter
ordered the Navy to
reinstate 30 year-old
Petty Officer 1st
Class Volker Keith
Meinhold
(GLAAD/LA Reports,
Nov. issue). While
issuing the order
based on a technical-
ity, this marks the e
first time the armed

November 4, 1992

tos
adies

the DailyBreeze News-Pilot  The Qutook

one of the most impor-
tant aspects of what
GLAAD/LA does. The
heart and soul of
GLAAD’s work is to
monitor and respond to
media slurs against gays
and lesbians — and to
any positive comments
or portrayals of gay and
lesbian people — by
writing letters, calling
newspapers, stations
and studios, and urging
our members to do the
same. This way we keep
the media on their toes;

forces have been
told to reinstate an openly gay person

since the 1981 ban went into force under

and we let them know
there is a large, vocal and concerned gay
audience out there. But the next step is to

‘hypothesize, socialize

and we need your cre-
ative input. Call:
GLAAD Office,
(213):463-3632,

Monitor/Response
Committee

Dateline Los Angeles:
GLAAD/LA Reports ques-
tions invisibility of gay
character, Matt (Doug
Savant), on “Melrose
Place.” Fox Broadcasting
contacts GLAAD/LA
and arranges an inter-
view with: Doug to-coin-
cide with gay

- episodes..... Dateline

Fresno: KRZR 103.7FM

. tone to permeate

Schlock-Jock Chris
Queer Nation/Fresno
contacts GLAAD/LA

. who sends representa-

tives to meet with sta-
tion management....
Dateline Hollywood:
GLAAD/LA makes the
list of the “100 most

. influential groups in

Hollywood.”

Behind these:actual
events, and many others,
was the‘involvement of
the GLAAD/LA

' Monitor/Response com-

mittee. Described as the

* heart and soul:of

GLAAD, the committee
watches'what’s happen-

- ing in the media and

either congratulates

. accurate portrayals of

our community or says,

¢ “We're mad as hell-and

we're not going to take it
anymore.” But there’s a
lot of media:out there to

::monitor and respond to

and ‘we need your help.
* The M/R Committee is
_ in the process of change.
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Robert Scheps has com-
- pleted his term as co-
i-¢chair and Charlotte

Innes has stepped down.

- Continuing as co-chair
will be’Anne Dutton,
‘who will be joined by
‘GLAAD/LA Board
Members Robin
Podolsky and Ruthe
Cantor. Please join us,
we need your help.
‘Meetings for Dec. are
scheduled for the 3rd
and 17th at 7:30pm at the

GLAAD/LA office, 7033

Sunset Blvd, Holly-
wood; (213) 463-3632.

GLAAD/LA Reporis Goes
Electronic
Use Your Modem

The newsletter of
GLAAD/LA _
(GLAAD/LA Reports) is
now available electroni-
cally. Anyone with a
modem can call (213)
463-9257, pick up the
“sig” entitled “glaad”
and read the latest issue
several weeks before it is
mailed. In addition,
FIDONET will be receiv-
ing GLAAD postings so
anyone, anywhere in the
country, can get our
messages on a local BBS
that has a tie-in with
FIDONET. (The'local,
Los Angeles area BBS
FIDONET tie-in is:
Stonewall West! (818)
781-9506.) :

_ If you need help in con-
tacting the GLAAD/LA
Bulletin Board,

" FIDONET or Stonewall
West!, Mac users may

call Charles Zweig (818)

763-9501. IBM/clones

may call Jack e

Newsbaum (310) 441-
9106.Images, -
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meet with media leaders, to work with
them and to educate them about our lives.
It is this outreach work, this opening of
eyes, that has the most far-reaching effect
in our struggle to gain equal time for gays
and lesbians in all areas of the media.
GLAAD is currently expanding this
work to include advertising agencies that
want to use gay and lesbian images. We
also have almost completed a media
guide for the entertainment industry, and
we are planning to standardize our sensi-
tivity trainings for the media in order to
train more people to be involved. In addi-
tion, we have begun to set up a series of
discussion groups with fac-

cooperative remarks and denials that the
intention of the show was hate. Gina
Williams, manager of Olympia Networks,
promised that “we are working on inclu-
sion of gay positive material in future
syndicated taped programs.” Mr. Keating
promised a letter to GLAAD/LA Reports
outlining his benign intentions over any
hate or bigotry. (As of this writing no let-
ter has arrived.)

Exit-Polling

As Election Day was dawning

ulty and students at Los

GLAAD/LA members

Angeles film schools, so
that the filmmakers of the
future can learn about our
invisibility in the films of
the past, and rectify matters
when they start producing
films of their own. This is

Quotable Quote...
From a Los Angeles area
voter upon finishing the
exit-poll conducted by mem-
bers of GLAAD/LA on elec-
tion day, “Gee, there were a
couple of really strange

were busy setting-up exit-
polling locations in 10 ran-
domly selected precincts
around Los Angeles. The
exit polls were taken dur-
ing three, two hour seg-
ments: 7 to 9:00am, Noon

similar to GLAAD’s

questions on that.”

to 2:00pm and 6 to 8:00pm.

Journalism School program
of two years ago where we spoke at jour-
nalism classes throughout the Los
Angeles area.

Case Two: KRZR Radio

The gay-hating patter of a DJ at the
Fresno, California rock music station,
KRZR 103.7 FM, was a continuing prob-
lem for the gay and lesbian community in
that Central Valley city. His bigoted and
hateful comments accompaning a syndi-
cated, taped-radio program called “Mr.
Manly,” were brought to the attention of
GLAAD/LA by Queer Nation/Fresno.
GLAAD/LA in turn brought it to the
attention of its membership and the FCC.
GLAAD/LA set up a meeting with the
station and representatives traveled to
Fresno and met with station personnel.
The result has been to open the door to
some gay-positive programming. KRZR
executives urged GLAAD to send copies
of Public Service Announcements on gay
and lesbian issues, and to work with the
director of its Sunday news program on
gay and lesbian themes. Telephone calls
to Olympia Networks in St. Louis,
Missouri, and to Column Keating in
Austin, Texas, the creator and writer of
the “Mr. Manly” personna, garnered

The poll was done in con-
nection with Columbia University and the
information was used to understand the
emergence of lesbians and gays as a dis-
tinct group of voters. Questions on the
form covered age, race and the political
preferences of the voter. There were two
direct questions regarding sexual orienta-
tion. One asked the sexual orientation of
the voter — gay/lesbian/bisexual/het-
erosexual — and the other asked if any
family member of the voter was lesbian or
gay.

The Los Angeles Times in a wrap-up of its
own exit-polling included a separate cate-
gory for gay voters along with other
minorities, union members, etc. Missing
was the word lesbian.

GLAAD/LA Reports
Offers Advertising
Opportunity

GLAAD/LA Reports is continuing to
accept advertising. The newsletter is
mailed to more than 8,500 members and
supporters informing them about local

GLAAD News

and national media coverage and treat-
ment of lesbian and gay issues. It pro-
vides an effective and proven way to
reach thousands of concerned, responsi-
ble lesbian and gay community members
— the friends of GLAAD/LA.
Information about ad sizes, prices,
deadlines, special positions, etc., is avail-
able by calling to: Margo Strik at (213)
259-9208. (Deadline for submission of ad
copy for the Jan. issue will be Dec. 3rd.)

(Continued from Page 1)
taught stand-up comedy
to continuing education
high school students and
to persons afflicted with
AIDS. Her hit musical, |
“Goddess of Mystery,”
which she co-wrote and
starred in, played at Theater/Theatre in
Hollywood for five successful months.

Michael Dane
UCLA trained Michael Dane has partici-
pated in comedy/variety shows from Los
Angeles to Miami including the Miami
Comedy Fest, the Mirage Hotel and
; Casino in Las Vegas, and
. the Rose Garden Perfor-
' mance Center in Los
Angeles. His film and TV
' exposure has included a
| PBS comedy special and
© inclusion as a writer and
performer on the Nat-
ional Literacy Council telethon. He keeps
actively involved by teaching a comedy
writing workshop.

Robin Greenspan

Robin started doing comedy in College
where she joined The Left Fielders’
Improv troupe. With this
team, she endured every-
thing from a nine month
stint at The Laugh
Factory to a one-night
campfire performance in
front of 300 angry Boy
Scouts. Recently, she has
been performing her stand-up act at such
clubs as The Ice House, The Comedy
Store and The L. A. Cabaret.

Vanessa Kaufman

As a stand-up comedienne, working
throughout the United States, Vanessa
has had experience in film (the Zoetrope
Production of “Dracula”), television (CBS
TV movie “Grave Secrets” and Disney’s
“Save the Dog”), and on
radio and comedy club
venues. She attended the
University of Texas in
the Radio, TV and Film
Department. Among her
comedy club appear-
ances have been the Laff
Stop in Austin, Texas, the
Funny Bone in Baton Rouge, and the
Comedy Zone in Washington, D.C.

Beverly Mickins

A native of San Francisco, Beverly began
her stand-up comedy career in New York.
She has appeared on “30 Something” and
can currently be seen on the PBS show
| “Square One,” a chil-
| dren’s TV program. Her
speciality as a stand-up
comedienne is political
satire and she was espe-
cially pleased to be asked
to return and appear on
the GLAAD Comedy
Night II. (As a straight person she is won-
dering if this might be one of the benefits
of affirmative action?)

Barry Steiger
Barry’s unique style of comedy is-a prod-
uct of what he calls Southern inhospitali-
ty. A native of Louisville, Kentucky, Barry
was an ordained Southern Baptist minis-
ter at 17 and a radio commentator at 18.
He moved to New York City on advice
from his mentor, Steve Allen, and became
a regular at the Improv
Club and at Catch a
Rising Star. He has per-
formed at the Riviera in
Las Vegas, and his TV
credits include: “The Pat
Sajak Show,” “The Late
' Show Starring Joan
Rivers and Arsenio Hall,” “George
Schlatter’s Comedy Club” and “An
Evening at the Improv.”

GLAAD/NY's Quarterly
Newsletter Debuts
The premiere issue of

- Images, an eight-page

quarterly newsletter
published by
GLAAD/NY, has just
debuted (Vol I #1, Fall
1992). Carrying reports

. from GLAAD/NY
- Executive Director Ellen

Canton, Board Chair
Mary T. Nealon, and

- others, the newsletters

sports pictures along:
with attractive graphics
and headlines. Articles

- covered GLAAD/NY

Media Awards and Rush
Limbaugh. Congratula-
tions New York!
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GLAAD December Calendar

Executive Director’s Column
By David Smith

November 4th was the first day of a
new era for gay and lesbian Americans.

The Religious Right suffered a resound-
ing defeat with the election of Bill Clinton,
Dianne Feinstein, and Barbara Boxer. The
Republican Party pandered to its extreme
Right Wing, a strategy that proved to be a
fatal mistake. While most voters indicated
the economy as a predominant vote moti-
vator, the divisive politics of hate most
prominently featured at the Republican

league with the African-American vote.
But actual gay and lesbian voting power
will continue to be difficult to guage as
long as society’s bias preclude some to
self identify as gay or lesbian under any
circumstances. New polling technology
will be developed as our new demo-
graphic arrives in the consciousness of
the nation, and gay and lesbian America
finally comes of political age.

Thankfully Oregon’s dreadful Measure

Convention galvanized the
gay and lesbian communi-
ty into a powerful voting
block which helped elect
Clinton, Feinstein, and
proved decisive for Boxer.

An exit poll conducted in
Los Angeles by the Gay &
Lesbian Alliance Against
Defamation/L.A. showed
a whopping 95% of gay
men and lesbians voted for
Bill Clinton, 3% voted for
George Bush, and 2% voted for Ross
Perot.

In the California Senate races, the poll
showed gays and lesbians helped vote
Democratic candidate Dianne Feinstein
into office with 97% voting for her and 3%
voting for Republican John Seymour.
Democratic Senate candidate Barbara
Boxer received the same 97%, while 3%
voted for  Republican  Bruce
Herschensohn. The exit poll randomly
surveyed 250 voters at 10 precincts
throughout the Los Angeles Metropolitan
area.

GLAAD/LA’s poll contrasts with
national exit polls taken for the networks
by Voter Research and Surveys (VRS) and
the Los Angeles Times Poll which both
reported the gay vote for Clinton in the
low seventies. While the numbers seem
low, the fact that the gay and lesbian com-
munity was included for the first time in
the national exit polls is indicative of
growing political muscle in and of itself.
VRS reported the gay vote nationwide at
3%, which puts it in league with the
Jewish vote, but the poll’s Assistant
Director, Murray Edeleman, was quoted
as saying he “believes the vote to be
around 5% or 6%,” which places it in

Executive Director David Smith

9 failed, but not all of the
results were positive
nationwide. Colorado vot-
ers narrowly passed a simi-
lar, yet not-as-harshly-
worded measure banning
gay and lesbian civil rights
legislation just the same.
The Colorado measure
received little media cover-
age primarily because the
severity of the Oregon
measure diverted attention
and resources. Yes, overt political gay
bashing has been repudiated nationwide,
but unfortunately, this new era for gay
and lesbian Americans will include fight-
ing the new strategy of ‘stealth bigotry’
which won in Colorado.

The election of Bill Clinton and new
pro-gay Senators and members of the
House of Representatives nationwide cre-
ates new political space to dramatically
accelerate the Federal response to AIDS,
pass national gay rights legislation, and
end the Military’s ban on homosexuals as
promised by President-elect Clinton.
With a new national tone of gay and les-
bian inclusion set from the very top of the
United States Government, lesbian and
gay Americans should feel much freer to
be ‘out’ (perhaps the whole issue of ‘out-
ing’ will soon be moot).

But, the fight for gay and lesbian civil
rights is not over yet. The Right will not
give up easily. These victories will have
the effect of poking a stick in a beehive.
The gay and lesbian community must not
let its guard down, or loose the momen-
tum of the movement as we face the new
foes of complacency and a newly covert
Right Wing. Though, for now at least, the
future looks a whole lot brighter.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 DEC | 2 3 4 5
Women of Comm. Monitor/ Deadline for GLAAD
GLAAD Qutreach Response Nov. Comedy
7:00pm (Speakers) 7:30 pm GLAAD/LA Night Il
7033 Sunset 7:30pm 7033 Sunset Reports 8:00pm
7033 Sunset 7655 Sunset
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Board
Meeting
7:30pm
7033 Sunset
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Media Monitor/ Hanukkah
Outreach Response begins
7:30 pm Cmte.
7033 Sunset 7:30 pm
7033 Sunset
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Hanukkah General Christmas
Meeting
7.00pm
6000 W. Pico
27 28 29 30 31 1 JAN 1993

January Calendar Dates:
Jan 1 Deadline for Feb. issue of GLAAD/LA Reports

Jan 5 Women of GLAAD, 7:00pm

Jan 6 Community Outreach, 7:30pm

Jan 7 Monitor/Response Committee, 7:30pm
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Not all gay
bashers use
afist or
weapon.

Some use
apenora

camera.
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Yes, I want to help stop bigotry in the media. Enclosed is
my tax-deductible donation of:

HANDY MEDIA GUIDE

TELEVISION NETWORKS

ABC Entertainment (310)557-7777

Robert Iger, Pres., 2020 Ave. of the Stars, Los
Angeles ,CA 90067

CBS Entertainment (213)852-2345

Jeff Sagansky, Pres,, 7800 Beverly Boulevard, Los
Angeles, CA 90036

NBC Entertailnment (818)840-4444

Warren Littlefield, Pres., 3000 West Alameda
Ave., Burbank, CA 91523

Fox Broadcasting (310)277-2211

Peter Chernin, Pres., P.O. Box 900, Beverly Hills,
CA 90213

TELEVISION STATIONS

KCBS (213)460-3000 (Ch. 2)

Steve Gigliottl, Gen. Mgr. 6121 W. Sunset Blvd
Hollywood CA 90028

KNBC (818)840-4444 (Ch. 4)

Reed Manville, Gen. Mgr. 3000 W. Alameda Ave,,
Burbank CA 91505

KTLA (213)460-5500 (Ch. 5)

Greg Nathanson, Gen. Mgr,, 5800 W. Sunset
Blvd,, Hollywood CA 90028

KABC (310)557-7777 (Ch. 7)

Terry Crofoot, Gen. Mgr., 4151 Prospect Ave.,
Hollywood CA 90027

KCAL (213)467-5459 (Ch. 9)

David Woodcock, Gen. Mgr., 5515 Melrose
Ave,Los Angeles, CA 90038

KTTV (213)856-1000 (Ch. 11)

Mitchell Stern, Stat. Mgr., 5746 Sunset Blvd.,
Hollywood CA 90028

KCOP (213)851-1000 (Ch. 13)

Bill Frank, Gen. Mgr., 915 N. La Brea Ave., Los
Angeles CA 90038

KCET (213)666-6500 ( PBS Ch. 28)

Willlam Kobin, Pres., 4401 Sunset Blvd.,
Hollywood CA 90027

KMEX (213)466-3434 (Ch. 34)

Michael Martinez, Gen. Mgr., 6255 Sunset Blvd.,
Los Angeles CA 90038

KVEA (213)502- 5700

Agustin Martinez, Gen. Mgr., 1139 Grand Central
Ave, Glendale CA 91201

RADIO STATIONS

KABC (310)840-4900

George Green, Pres,, 3321 S. La Cienega Blvd,,
Los Angles CA 90016

KFI-640 AM (213)385-0101

Howard Neal, Gen. Mgr., 610 S. Ardmore, Los
Angeles CA 90005

KFWB Newn 98 (213)462-5392

Chris Claus, Gen. Mgr., 6230 Yucca St.,
Hollywood CA 90028

KNX-AM News Radio (213)460-3343

George Nicholaw, V.P., 6121 W. Sunset Blvd.
Hollywood CA 90028

KPFK-FM (818)985-2711

Bill Thomas, Interim Gen. Mgr., 3729 Cahuenga
Blvd.W, North Hollywood CA 91604

NEWSPAPERS

La Opinion (213)622-8332

411 W. Fifth 5., Los Angeles CA 90013

Los Angeles Times (213)237-7000

Times Mlrror Square, Los Angeles CA 90053
The Daily News (818)713-3000

P.O. Box 4200, Woodland Hills CA 91365
The Outlook (310)829-6811

P.O. Box 590, Santa Monica CA 90406

The Orange County Register (714)835-1234
625 N. Grand Ave,, Santa Ana CA 92701

MOTION PICTURE STUDIOS

Sony Pictures Corp. (818)280-8000

Peter Guber, CEO, 10202 W. Washington Bl,,
Culver City CA 90232

MCA/Universal (818)777-1000

Lew Wasserman, CEO, 100 Univedrsal City Plaza,
Universal City CA 91608

3$250 %100 %50 0%$35 a$
Name

Address

City State Zip

Paramount Studios (213)956-5000

Stanley Jaffe ,CEO,5555 Melrose Ave., Los
Angeles CA 90038

The Walt Disney Co. (618)560-1000

Michael Eisner, CEO, 500 S. Buena Vista, Burbank

Phone

Tax ID#95-4242716

¥ Send to: GLAAD/LA P.O. Box 931763 Hollywood, CA 90093-1763 ¥

CA 91521

20th Century Fox (310)277-2211

Rupert Murdoch, CEO, P.O. Box 900, Beverly
Hills, CA 90213
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